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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 1) 2006 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 2) 2006 

Declaration as Urgent 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Treasurer) [3.05 pm]:  I move - 

That the Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 1) 2006 and the Appropriation (Consolidated 
Fund) Bill (No. 2) 2006 be considered urgent bills.  

It is necessary for this motion to be agreed to so that the budget can proceed through both houses of Parliament 
before the beginning of the next financial year.  

Question put and passed. 

Cognate Debate 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Treasurer) [3.06 pm]:  In accordance with standing order 169, I seek leave for 
the Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 1) 2006 and the Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 2) 
2006 to be considered cognately, and I propose that the Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 1) 2006 be 
considered the principal bill. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Is leave granted? 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe) [3.06 pm]:  The opposition agrees to these bills being dealt with cognately; 
that has been the practice in recent years.  However, it is important that, as we go through the budget debate and 
the estimates committee process, there be some tolerance of members swapping from current to capital items, 
and perhaps even going back to preceding items.  In my observation, one of the problems of the estimates 
process in recent years has been an almost mechanical desire of the chairs of the committees to push through at 
any rate.  That is not the purpose of estimates; it is to allow members from either side to scrutinise the bills.  We 
agree with this measure, but I do so in good faith.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  For future reference, I advise members that there is no opportunity for debate on a 
matter for which I am seeking leave from the house.  I take it that leave is granted.  

Leave granted.  

Second Reading - Cognate Debate 

Resumed from 11 May. 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [3.07 pm]:  This budget is a missed 
opportunity.  The Treasurer and the Labor government in this state are mismanaging the good times.  There is no 
doubt that Western Australia is enjoying buoyant economic times at the moment, driven by the industrialisation 
of China.  We need to take advantage of this once-in-a-generation opportunity to secure the future of our great 
state, for not only those living in Western Australia today but also their children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, and the people who will make Western Australia their home in the future.  This year’s budget has 
missed that opportunity.  It has missed the opportunity to deliver meaningful tax relief to the people of Western 
Australia.  Instead, Western Australia will become the highest taxing state in Australia, with the Treasurer 
collecting about $2 500 in state taxes for every Western Australian.  It has missed the opportunity to freeze 
charges for Western Australian households that are already feeling the sting in the tail of a booming economy 
through rising grocery, fuel and housing costs.  Instead, the Treasurer decided to hit households with increases in 
water, sewerage and drainage charges; the emergency services levy; motor vehicle and driver’s licence fees; and 
public transport fares.  It missed the opportunity to rein in government spending, which has grown from 
$10 billion to $14.1 billion since Labor came to power.  Instead, the Treasurer will spend an extra $1 billion next 
year - an increase of 7.7 per cent.  The increase was nine per cent last year and eight per cent the year before.  
Given the Treasurer’s track record of underestimating government spending by an average of 3.17 per cent over 
the past five years, expenditure could be as high as $15.7 billion this year.  The government says that it is 
building on the boom.  All it is building is a massive public sector - which it continues to feed at record rates 
each year - that will be unsustainable after the boom.  The Treasurer’s inability to rein in government 
expenditure will create an enormous headache for the unfortunate Treasurer who inherits the budget when the 
boom is over.  That Treasurer will either have to keep feeding the expanded public sector through increased state 
taxes or deficit budgets, or cut public services.  Let us hope the end of the economic boom that is being 
experienced by the Western Australian economy is still some years away.  That is the legacy that the Treasurer 
will leave if he fails to curb everyday government spending.  Perhaps, just as Geoff Gallop apologised before the 
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last state election for over-taxing the people of Western Australia, the Premier will be forced to apologise before 
the next election for the gaping hole his spending regime will leave in the public service.  

The Treasurer had the capacity to quarantine a significant amount of Thursday’s budget for a comprehensive tax 
relief package for Western Australian households and businesses.  The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
Western Australia has stated that the Treasurer should have put aside $300 million for tax relief.  That would still 
have left the government with a healthy surplus.  Even if it had been $400 million or $500 million, the 
government would still have had a healthy surplus.  The Treasurer should have taken that amount to the Ilbery 
review of state taxes, which has been sitting since July last year, and asked it to design a tax package relief 
within those parameters.  The relief package should have included reductions in stamp duty on motor vehicles 
and property conveyances and cuts to payroll tax.  That would have been a reasonable start.  However, this 
Treasurer is afraid of tax reform.  As a result, Western Australia will become the highest taxing state in Australia 
on a per capita basis.  Each Western Australian paid an average of $1 521 in state taxes in 2000-01.  In 2005-06 
this is estimated to increase by $979, or 64 per cent, to $2 500.  That is $200 a head more than New South 
Wales, the next worst performing state, and nearly $800 more than Queensland.  The tax take is expected to hit 
$5.1 billion this year.  According to the budget papers, taxation is set to decrease by $18 million next year to just 
under $5.1 billion.  This is the fourth time the Treasurer has projected that there would be a decrease.  However, 
based on the government’s previous under-estimates, taxation revenue is more likely to increase by $727 million, 
or 14.3 per cent, to $5.8 billion.  The Treasurer had a golden opportunity to provide Western Australians looking 
to capitalise on the economic boom with some meaningful tax relief.  However, he has failed miserably.  

In relation to household charges, Western Australians are just starting to feel the sting in the tail of the state’s 
booming economy.  The sustained growth of the state’s economy has brought Western Australians many benefits 
and opportunities.  However, it is also starting to hit them in the hip pocket.  In 2001 the median house price in 
Perth was $172 900.  Today it is $335 000.  In 2001 it cost $67 to fill the family car with petrol.  Today it costs 
about $102.  Eighty-eight thousand property purchasers have paid a massive $1.83 billion in conveyancing stamp 
duty, an increase of 180 per cent in five years.  To buy a family car, Western Australians pay up to 6.5 per cent 
in stamp duty, the highest in the country.  This can be compared with a flat two per cent in Queensland.  
According to the latest Australian Bureau of Statistics figures, Perth residents are paying 27 per cent more for 
groceries and other household goods than they were five years ago.  The ABS report on the cost of household 
items for the March 2006 quarter showed that its basket of selected items had increased to $308.99 compared 
with $242.38 for the March 2001 quarter.  It revealed also that the cost of the basket of selected items had 
increased by 5.5 per cent - much higher than the rate of inflation in Western Australia, which is 4.2 per cent - just 
over the past 12 months.  The basket of goods included household essentials such as milk, bread, fruit and 
vegetables and other items such as petrol and alcohol.  Since 2001, Labor’s property tax take has risen from 
$1.2 billion to $2.6 billion.  Government revenue from royalties has jumped from $1.1 billion to $2 billion.  The 
budget surplus has also jumped from $167 million to $2 billion.   

Instead of providing households with some relief, the Treasurer has delivered nothing for families.  In fact, he 
will slug households an average $30 a year through increases in household charges, such as water, sewerage and 
public transport.  According to the budget papers, the effect on the household budget for pensioners will be even 
worse than for the average household.  The increase in charges will impact on pensioners’ household expenditure 
by an average of $41.82, an increase of 1.76 per cent.  Average households will be charged an extra $31 and 
pensioners $41, even given the budget concessions that pensioners are allowed.  How does the government 
justify that increase to pensioners when they are the most vulnerable people in this state?  Does the government 
not like old people?  While the government says that that increase is below the level of inflation, given that we 
are enjoying a $2 billion surplus, there should not have been any increase.  A comprehensive taxation relief 
package, plus a freeze on household charges, would have gone some way towards alleviating some of the extra 
strain that is being put on family budgets by increased grocery, fuel and housing costs.   

Even the Treasurer admitted that government spending cannot continue at its current rate.  The Treasurer says 
that expenditure for 2006-07 will come in at $15.2 billion, an increase of about $1 billion, or 7.7 per cent.  
Historically, the Treasurer underestimates expenditure by three per cent.  Therefore, the opposition expects that 
expenditure will come in at $15.7 billion, an increase of about 11 per cent.  If the Treasurer had kept his 
expenditure or spending target at no real per capita increase in government expenditure over six years, he would 
have saved $4.3 billion.  This $4.3 billion could have almost completely repaid state debt, funded substantial tax 
relief or paid for a significant amount of public infrastructure.   

While the Treasurer says that he will use the extra billion dollars to recruit police officers, nurses and teachers, 
his record suggests otherwise.  In the first three months of this year, 250 nurses left Perth’s four main hospitals.  
If that trend continues, the Treasurer’s promise of an extra 200 nurses over four years will result in a massive net 
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loss.  The same applies to police officers.  Extra funding has been set aside in the budget for 90 police officers; 
however, Western Australia Police is losing an average of 25 police officers a month, and that is another net loss.   

The Labor government has recruited an extra 18 000 public servants since it came into office.  Where are they 
all?  The public sector wages bill has increased from $4.3 billion to $6.1 billion, but we have not seen 
improvements in the delivery of services in the portfolios of health, education and training, law and order or 
social services.  There have been no improvements to hospital waiting lists.  Teachers and parents are confused 
about the future of our education system with the bungled implementation of outcomes-based education.  Police 
officers are leaving the service in record numbers.  The Department for Community Development is in crisis.  It 
appears that this massive injection of funds by the Labor government into the public service each year is 
producing more pen pushers in middle management and fat cats.  The number of public servants earning 
between $100 000 and $150 000 jumped from 787 in 2001 to 1 158 in 2005, an increase of 54 per cent.  The 
number of public servants earning between $150 000 and $200 000 jumped from 115 in 2001 to 495 in 2005, an 
increase of 280 per cent.  The number of public servants earning over $200 000 jumped from 33 in 2001 to 161 
in 2005, an increase of 453 per cent.  The opposition is not saying that an increase in funding to certain portfolios 
is a bad thing.  The Department for Community Development was desperately crying out for a funding boost.  
The same could be said about the Departments of Indigenous Affairs, Health, Education and Training and others, 
but the government must show some financial discipline and keep the increases within its spending targets.  The 
money must also make its way to fund resources on the front line to improve service delivery to WA taxpayers, 
not bureaucrats earning high salaries in plush offices.  WA taxpayers want to get a bang for their buck.  They 
want hospital waiting lists to be improved, they want more police on the street, and they want to know exactly 
how their children are faring at school.  This government keeps pumping money into the public service, but we 
are not seeing a resultant improvement in the delivery of services. 

Let us now look at the government’s key theme for this budget: “building on the boom”.  The government has 
made a lot of noise about the infrastructure it is building and what it has delivered in the past five years.  I cannot 
recall a single piece of major infrastructure that this government can lay claim to yet.  It did not build a single 
thing in its first five years in office.  There were also no new significant infrastructure projects in the budget.  All 
the budget revealed was more cost blow-outs in the Perth-Mandurah rail project, the Perth-Bunbury highway, the 
indoor stadium and the new performing arts centre.  Once again, these are more examples of Labor 
mismanagement costing millions of taxpayers’ dollars.  The government will blame escalating construction costs 
for the blow-outs.  That has become a convenient excuse to hide the incompetence of its ministers.  This 
government forgets that individual Western Australians also want to build on the boom.  They are working 
longer hours each day, and on weekends - for many of them, it is at the expense of their families - to secure 
prosperous futures for themselves and their loved ones.   

As I said before, our economy is being driven by the industrialisation of China - a once-in-a-lifetime event - and 
people in Western Australia want to make the most of it.  However, the Labor government stands in their way.  
A construction worker may want to reward himself and his family with a new car, after putting in long hours 
over the past year, at the expense of his wife and kids.  He may buy that new car, but the Labor government 
makes him jump a massive stamp duty hurdle before he can drive it.  A professional couple may have been 
saving to upgrade their family home because the kids are outgrowing their smaller house.  They may buy a new 
place, but not until after having to jump the massive stamp duty hurdle put in front of them by Labor.  A first 
home buyer may have been working hard to save for a deposit for her first house.  She will still pay stamp duty 
on that first house because not many houses are on the market for under $250 000 in order for her to qualify for 
the stamp duty exemption for first home buyers.  She must save a little extra, not only because house prices have 
increased dramatically, but also because she must pay stamp duty.  That is another hurdle put in front of her by 
the Labor government.  These are the people who should be building on the boom, along with Western 
Australian businesses. 
A successful Western Australia must be able to compete in the global market.  We should be striving for a low-
tax environment in which business is nurtured and encouraged through incentives, rather than putting up hurdles 
to stifle new investment.  We should be hanging up a sign to the world that WA is open for business.  
Unfortunately, the Labor government just keeps putting up hurdles.  That is the difference between the Liberal 
Party and the Labor Party.  We believe in government that nurtures and encourages its citizens through 
incentives, rather than putting limits on people through the punishing disincentives of burdensome taxes and red 
tape.  We want individuals to be able to build on the boom, and they should be rewarded for their effort.  We 
want them to prosper in the boom times so that not only they, but also their children and grandchildren, have the 
opportunity to enjoy the highest possible standards of living.  That is why Labor should have provided Western 
Australians with tax relief and frozen household charges to reduce the number of hurdles that these people must 
jump to achieve their goals.   
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The Labor government should encourage the facilitation of wealth.  It seems that Labor forgets that businesses 
and individuals are the true creators of wealth and employment in our economy, not the government, and they 
should not be punished because of that.  The Labor government should not stand in the way of businesses and 
people who are looking to build for their futures.  All that Labor is building is a massive public sector - one that 
cannot be sustained after the economic boom. 

I will now turn to my electorate of Warren-Blackwood and indicate what is in the budget for Warren-
Blackwood.  I must say that it is absolutely soul destroying.  There is $583 000 for Muirs Highway.  For 
Milyeannup Road, which is a major transport route in the Nannup area for taking product from the Scott River, 
there is $25 000.  For Mowen Road, there is $2.5 million, and for the South Western Highway south of Bunbury, 
there is $58 000.  On top of that, there is, of course, an $11.6 million allocation for the Bridgetown bypass, and 
there are some other funds to finish the Manjimup Primary School.  The South Western Highway south of 
Bunbury is a significant transport route.  Funds have been spent in the past financial year, but significant sums 
need to be spent on that area.  People of the south west, particularly of the Warren-Blackwood area, would be 
devastated at the mean-spirited nature of this budget.  After the $11.6 million for the Bridgetown bypass, there is 
a grab bag of very small items for an area that covers a significant part of the lower south west.  It grieves me to 
say it, but it seems to me as if the Labor government in Western Australia is punishing the people of Warren-
Blackwood, and one must ask oneself why.  Certainly not been very much thought has been put into this 
significant agriculture and tourism area.  The allocation for road funding is an absolute disgrace.  Manjimup 
Senior High School and Nannup District High School cater for a significant catchment area from Northcliffe in 
the south to Bridgetown in the north and to Pemberton.  Manjimup Senior High School is in dire need of a 
performing arts centre, in common with other senior high schools of its status in the state.  I understand a 
performing arts centre is not being planned for the foreseeable future.  There are certainly no funds being 
allocated for the schools in the area.   

The perimeter road in Augusta is a vital piece of infrastructure that will need to be built before somebody is 
killed in the centre of Margaret River.  Anybody who visited Margaret River would realise that the perimeter 
road is an absolutely essential item.  It does not appear anywhere in the budget.  As for the infill sewerage 
program, letters asking for infill sewerage are constantly coming from all the towns in the south west, and right 
throughout the state as a matter of fact, yet no funds are allocated for infill sewerage in the electorate.  The 
tourism icon project of a slide to be built in the triangle between Nannup, Bridgetown, Greenbushes and 
Manjimup has been planned for the past five or six years, yet I cannot find mention of it in the budget.  Again, is 
the government punishing the people of Warren-Blackwood; and, if so, why?  Of course, tourism, which is a 
vital industry in the area, has had its budget cut significantly by the government.  I have received a rush of letters 
this week from all the tourism bureaus, and certainly tourism operators, who are very concerned about the lack 
of funds in the budget for my electorate.  I thought it important that I mention those areas in this speech.   

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  This is a big spending, big taxing budget.  The regions are not being looked after as they 
should be, no matter where they are located in the length and breadth of Western Australia.  All areas within the 
scope of development commissions are having their funding cut.  No funds are provided in the out years for the 
regional investment fund, which has been a good incentive of the government.  It has allocated $80 million 
spread over four years for the nine development commissions, which in the end represents only $2 million-plus 
for each development commission.  It means that the development commissions will be undersold.  The 
government has given no indication in the budget of what the development commissions will do with the 
investment fund in the out years.   

The regions can look forward to a pretty grim future under the Labor government.  This is still a very city-centric 
government that does not care about people around Western Australia.  There are obvious things, such as the 
infill sewerage program, for which we have been bidding for many years.  There are huge reductions on the 
program that was initiated by the previous government.  It was a very good environmental and health program 
for the towns around the state.  I think the government has put in an extra $10 million, but the funds still amount 
to only about $40 million. 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  It is $30 million.  It went down since last week by $10 million.   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The member for Darling Range is quite right.  The infill sewerage budget should have been 
increased by tens of millions rather than being allowed to languish where it is.   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  You’ve got to have a discussion with the shadow Treasurer; he’s calling for an expense 
reduction. 
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Mr T. Buswell:  Is sewerage capital or recurrent expenditure, Treasurer?  You’ve got all the answers today. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The Treasurer knows that there is a serious problem with infill sewerage in Western 
Australia.  His government is being lobbied by all and sundry, particularly by people who are concerned about 
the health impact of raw sewage flowing on the ground surface in a number of towns around Western Australia.  
Those local governments are not telling lies.  They are lobbying the Treasurer, and he knows it.  There is nothing 
in this budget to cover any infill sewerage contingency. 

The budget is big spending and certainly big taxing.  There is no tax relief for householders.  Given that this will 
probably be the only opportunity the government will have to provide significant tax relief, the budget has been 
roundly condemned by people across the length and breadth of Western Australia in the housing, property, real 
estate and motor trades industries - the entire spectrum of Western Australian industries.  Everybody has come 
out in denigration of this budget.  These are messages for the government to hear because the people of Western 
Australia are not happy with this budget. 

MR T. BUSWELL (Vasse - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.30 pm]:  Before I begin my response to the 
budget, I pick up on comments made by the Minister for Tourism earlier today when she was asked a question 
by the shadow Minister for Tourism in relation to funding for the tourism portfolio.  I have taken the opportunity 
to examine the only piece of factual information - I stress the phrase “factual information” - the opposition gets 
to look at in examining this portfolio.  It is interesting.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  Do not worry about that.   

I am sure the Minister for Tourism will be up there with an ear to the speaker in her office as I quickly reel off 
these figures.  I refer to the 2005-06 budget actual and the total consolidated fund appropriation to tourism of 
$52 475 000.  For 2008-09, the figure is $42 725 000.  Making a calculation based on real expenditure on 
tourism, and given an inflation rate of three per cent - of course, in Western Australia, it is 4.2 per cent, but that 
is not the issue - the real value of tourism expenditure should be around $56 million to $57 million in 2008-09.  
As the shadow minister rightly pointed out, according to the only documentation the opposition has access to 
and, heaven forbid, the opposition might give a bit of credibility to - namely, the government’s budget papers - 
funding for tourism will diminish in real terms by between 20 and 25 per cent.  The minister can jump up and 
down and accuse the shadow minister of not knowing what she is talking about, but the sad reality is that she 
does know what she is talking about. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  The minister, the sadly missing minister, was the person in that exchange who did not know 
what she was talking about.  I will be very interested to see her toddle into the house tomorrow to try to explain 
this because the fact of the matter is that Western Australia has performed poorly in tourism over the last five 
years. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  So now you’re calling for additional expenditure. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  Did I say that?  I will highlight something to the Treasurer.  The Treasurer will see the 
problem with his government if he looks at the consolidated accounts figures for tourism.  The breakdown of the 
tourism budget, the budget that is declining in real value by 22 per cent, reveals the line item that increases 
consistently over the next four or five years.  I wonder what that would be.  Would it be spending on 
promotions?  Would it be spending on funds to assist infrastructure development for tourism in remote areas?  
No.  Does the Treasurer know what it is?  It is wages growth.  I thank the Treasurer for highlighting to us one of 
the core problems underpinning his atrocious financial management of Western Australia - that is, the 
uncontrolled blow-out of the public sector wages bill.  The tourism budget will decrease by 22 per cent over the 
next four to five years, and the only area of the tourism budget that is increasing is the wages paid to bureaucrats 
employed in the Tourism Commission.  That is a fact.  I look forward to the minister trying to explain that and 
trying to explain Western Australia’s atrocious performance as an Australian tourist destination.  Let us look at 
the budget papers.  I cannot recall the exact figures but it shows the percentage decline in intrastate, or domestic, 
tourism.  It shows the decline between the past financial year and this financial year.  Western Australia’s 
performance is woeful compared with the general performance of Australia.  The percentage of international 
visitors coming to Western Australia compared with the rest of Australia is falling.  The last time this issue was 
raised in the house the Treasurer’s words of wisdom were that the difference was caused by SARS, September 
11 and the Bali bombings.  It is funny that those things affected only Western Australia; they did not affect 
Queensland or New South Wales.  They did not affect the states that employed former Tourism Western 
Australia employees that this government put off.  Those employees had very valuable relationships with South 
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East Asia that helped to market Western Australia as a tourist destination.  The Treasurer can talk about building 
Western Australia for the future; he can talk about future proofing Western Australia and making it a more 
dynamic and sustainable economy; and he can talk about a $70 million slush fund for the Minister for Science 
and Innovation to innovate with - I look forward to him detailing his innovations to the house when he gets the 
opportunity!  Tourism is here and now.  Tourism will be here in 20 years and in 100 years.  It should be the 
centrepiece of what the government is about.  It is not deserving of a reduction of between 20 and 25 per cent in 
real funding.  Those are the facts as contained in the budget.  The Treasurer will have to do better than that. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  You weren’t talking to the member for Yokine, were you? 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  No, I was talking to the Treasurer.  The member for Yokine was the former Minister for 
Tourism.  It does so happen that I have a slight interest in, and understanding of, the dynamics of tourism.  That 
is why I get particularly agitated - 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  That is not what they tell us in Busselton. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I am sure they tell the member a lot of things down there, including, “Go away!”  I get 
particularly agitated when I hear “tourism” being bandied around.  I get particularly agitated when I see this 
important industry ignored by this government. 

I return to the matter at hand, which is the budget.  I was asked last week to comment on the Treasurer’s budget.  
Unfortunately, I have not read the editorial in The Australian.  If I had read it, the fact is I would not have 
changed my opinion.  If I took it to the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia, its opinion 
would not change.  If I took it to the Property Council of Western Australia, it would not change its opinion.  If I 
took the editorial from The Australian to groups such as the Western Australian Council of Social Service, which 
the government usually gives a few bucks to every now and then to help it along, it would not change its opinion.  
Does the Treasurer know why opinion would not change?  It is because this budget is a failure.  It is a capital F 
failure.  It is an empty, hollow shell of a financial document for the long-term future of this state.  It is a rehash 
of supposedly good ideas that the Treasurer has had at some stage in the past.  This budget does nothing to instil 
confidence in Western Australians, be they individuals, business groups or community groups.  This budget does 
nothing to instil in them a belief that the Treasurer and the government have the capacity to use the economic 
good times for the long-term benefit of each and every Western Australian.   

I should foreshadow that I will shortly unveil a chart.  I thought I would let the house know that in advance 
because I could sense the excitement building!  The Treasurer and I are having a chart competition. 

This budget is characterised by two observations that can be made without question.  Firstly, the Treasurer has 
squandered in his planning this year a once-in-a-generation opportunity to provide meaningful, sustainable, long-
term tax relief to the businesses, families and individuals of Western Australia. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  By definition, if it is once in a generation it is not sustainable.  It is either sustainable or it is 
once in a generation. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I do not agree with that at all.  That is an absurd statement.  This state is enjoying economic 
boom times the likes of which we have never seen before.  Despite that, the Treasurer is sitting astride the 
$2 billion stallion - the beast - that the surplus has become and he cannot contemplate meaningful, long-term, 
sustainable tax reform in Western Australia.  Another reason the Treasurer has failed in this budget is that he has 
failed to rein in, as the Leader of the Opposition pointed out, the explosion in Western Australian public sector 
employees.  What has the Treasurer effectively done? 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  This is all too much for me! 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I will probably still be on my feet when the Treasurer gets back. 

The Treasurer has effectively signed a cheque for a $1.1 billion cash injection into the Western Australian public 
sector.  When I read this wonderful document, which I am sure will be recorded somewhere in the annals of 
Western Australian political history for its vision and bravery, I could not find anything to tell me what we will 
get for this $1.1 billion.  I am interested in one of the Treasurer’s statements in the budget speech.  At page 6 he 
stated -  

Mr Speaker, we have two key goals - firstly to ensure that every Western Australian shares in our 
State’s prosperity, and secondly to build capacity for future growth. 

Our financial discipline is achieving both. 

Our financial discipline is helping us achieve our goals.  The sad fact of the matter is that the government has no 
financial discipline.  If financial discipline is required, which it surely is to help any government, community, 
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household or business reach its goals, the Treasurer has failed because he cannot deliver financial discipline and 
he will not be able to deliver the goals that he has set for himself in this budget. 
I will spend a little time on some of the things the Treasurer forgot to tell us in his budget speech and some of the 
minor oversights he might have made as he cobbled together over a few weeks this marvellous document.  For 
example, when he brought down the budget, he did not tell us that on a per capita basis he will now collect more 
than $2 500 for every man, woman and child in Western Australia.  He did not tell us that Western Australia, on 
a per capita basis, is now clearly Australia’s highest-taxing state.  In fact, people in New South Wales, which is 
roundly regarded as the basket case of state economies in Australia, pay around $200 less per head than those in 
Western Australia.  People in Queensland have only $800 less tax per head collected than do those in Western 
Australia.  The Treasurer has said that, in this financial year in Western Australia, he will collect just under 
$5.1 billion in tax.  In fact, he has had the gall to suggest that he will collect less in tax in this financial year than 
he did in the previous financial year.  He has tried that trick five times in five earlier budgets.  In three of the five 
earlier budgets in which he predicted a decrease in total tax revenue, it went up.  This year will be exactly the 
same, because the Treasurer’s actual performance always outstrips his budget when it comes to tax revenue and 
expenditure.  In relation to tax -  

Mr E.S. Ripper:  Are you saying that my budgets always end up better?   

Mr T. BUSWELL:  They end up better if the Treasurer thinks that paying more tax or people paying more 
stamp duty when they buy a car is better.  That is fine.  We expect that people in Western Australia will end up 
paying around $5.8 billion in tax revenue this year.  The Treasurer did not tell us in his budget speech that, 
despite the fact that he has set a massive increase of $1.1 billion in recurrent expenditure - taking it up to 
$15.2 billion - he has historically underestimated that amount by three per cent.  We reasonably expect recurrent 
government sector expenditure in this state to blow out by at least 11 per cent this year to $15.7 billion.  The 
Treasurer also did not tell us what would have happened if he had kept the promise he made to the people of 
Western Australia when he was first elected in 2001.  That promise was to cap the rate of growth in government 
spending in Western Australia by the real per capita percentage - the sum of the percentage increases in the 
consumer price index and population.  That was an admirable goal, and I note that it has been adopted recently in 
Canada by Stephen Harper, the newly elected Conservative Party Prime Minister.  That was an admirable goal 
and the Treasurer has never come close to achieving it.   

If the government had stayed on track and exercised financial discipline, it would have spent $4.3 billion less 
over the past six years.  That $4.3 billion could have been put to good use.  It could have paid off a large chunk 
of state debt, it could have delivered meaningful tax reform or it could have built substantial infrastructure.  
However, it was swallowed up into recurrent expenditure because of shoddy fiscal management.  When the 
Treasurer talked about his $5.2 billion capital infrastructure program, he did not tell us that almost every one of 
those programs was a rehash.  They were already in the budget and have been on the books for a long time.  
There is not much new or exciting in that.  Interestingly, about $1.2 billion of the $5.2 billion is not government 
capital investment.  The Treasurer counts money given to private individuals under the Keystart loan program as 
government infrastructure building.  He says that if someone asks for a low deposit loan - I believe that is what 
Keystart is - from the state government to build a home, the Treasurer is claiming that loan as infrastructure 
investment.  He says that the state’s infrastructure investment program of $5.2 billion has gone through the roof 
and is leading to the economic greatness of the state.  What a load of rubbish.  How can the Treasurer suggest 
that money that individual Western Australians borrow and subsequently pay back is government capital 
infrastructure expenditure?  Clearly it is not.  I will show the Treasurer in a minute when I get to my charts that 
the Treasurer has a credibility gap when it comes to his colourful descriptions of infrastructure.  He includes 
grants made to local governments. 

The Treasurer told us of his wonderful proposal to pay off the debt of the Perth-Mandurah railway project so that 
it will be debt free.  What absolute nonsense.  The government carries a pool of consolidated debt.  At the end of 
this year it is expected to be approximately $5 billion.  The government could have paid off any project.  Why 
did he not pay off the desalination plant so that we could have debt-free desalinated water?  Why did he not pay 
off the Perth-Bunbury highway so that we could enjoy debt-free travel between Perth and Bunbury and feel 
happy about it?  Why did he not do that?  Why of all the different things that sit in the mass of consolidated debt 
did he tag the Perth-Mandurah railway?  It was done for political gain.  The Liberal Party will surely be elected 
when the cost of the railway blows out again.  Can members imagine the shock in the house if we find out that 
the cost of the railway project has again blown out?  I would be aghast to hear that news!  If it does happen, the 
Treasurer will tell us not to worry because it has been paid off and it is debt free.  The decision to pay off the 
debt was done to potentially reduce the political cost of any other blow-outs.  The government might say that is 
ridiculous, and it is a ridiculous position to argue, but I bet any money the government will try it. 
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The other reason the government made the decision to pay off the debt of the Perth-Mandurah railway project is 
that when it is up and running and incurring significant losses that the rest of Western Australia will be 
subsidising, the interest components will be gone, the cross-subsidy will be reduced and the apparent impact will 
be less.  However, that is a furphy.  Those costs are being picked up by the government somewhere else.  The 
Treasurer could have just said - as he has in every other budget - that he has paid out some debt.  The irony of 
the Treasurer’s attempt to deceive the people of Western Australia with this political smokescreen is that he has 
not paid off the debt because the expense has not been incurred yet.  The Treasurer has not paid off the debt on 
the Perth-Mandurah railway project.  He has provided a cash injection to the Public Transport Authority.  It has 
the cash in the bank so that when it receives a bill, it can pay it.  That does not pay off the debt.  The Treasurer is 
running around WA saying that he has paid off the debt.  The central plank of the budget - that the Perth-
Mandurah railway project is debt free - has been exposed by anyone who has taken to time to look at it as a 
cheap exercise in political gain. 

What else did the Treasurer not tell us in this wonderful 11-page document?  He did not tell us about the blow-
outs in the costs of infrastructure projects.  He did not tell us about the blow-outs in the costs of the Northbridge 
theatre, the Perth-Bunbury highway and the indoor stadium.  He did not tell us that the Premier’s little pet project 
to put seatbelts in school buses had gone up from $50 million to $87 million.  I say that not to denigrate that 
project, but to outline that I expected the Treasurer would have told people about those blow-outs in the budget 
documents. 

What else did the Treasurer not tell us?  I will touch on only a couple of items in my “What else?” analysis.  He 
did not tell us that since the Labor government has been in power, its property tax take has increased from 
$1.2 billion to $2.6 billion.  During the same time, he did not tell us that the median house price in Perth has 
gone up from $173 000 to $335 000.  He did not tell us that because he knew it would have increased the 
clamour for cuts in stamp duties.  He did not tell us that the cost of filling up the family car had jumped from $67 
to $102, while government royalties had increased from $1.1 billion to $2 billion.  He would not tell us that 
because they are all items that support the argument that taxes are too high, taxes need to come down and people 
need respite.  So there you have it, Madam Deputy Speaker: a budget purely and simply about missed 
opportunity and mismanagement. 

I will spend a little time examining in some detail tax and government and infrastructure spending - not too much 
detail - as it is important that the position of a large number of industry groups in Western Australia and the 
opposition is reflected in the public record of this house.  However, before I do that, I will share a little story 
with the house.  It goes back to a debate that the Treasurer and I had last week about government expenditure.  
The opposition in that debate criticised the Treasurer for the continuing blow-out in expenditure.  The Treasurer 
painted a scenario.  He said that if the price of diesel went up and he needed another $40 million to run buses 
around Perth, he would have to source that $40 million, as he could not just stop the buses running.  The 
Treasurer, therefore, said that when there are cost pressures, he just gets more money from the consolidated 
revenue fund; in other words, he gets more money from Western Australian taxpayers.  Let us look at the 
scenario that households, businesses and most well-managed entities face.  Let us say that a household has $200 
a week of discretionary expenditure left after it has met its costs and paid its taxes and so on.  It costs the 
household $50 a week to fill up the family car and, all of a sudden, the price goes up to $75 a week.  What does 
the family in that household do?  It does not go out and get another $25 from a mythical pool.  It does the 
sensible thing; it cuts its cloth to suit.  It re-organises its expenditure priorities and it makes do.  It makes hard 
decisions.  It might defer expenditure.  However, that is what households do.  That is what businesses all over 
Australia do.  What does the Treasurer of Western Australia do?  He sees a blow-out in recurrent expenditure 
and just gets some more money from the taxpayers of Western Australia; that is because it is easy for him to do 
so.  It is much easier to throw money at things than it is to make hard decisions and attempt to provide real, 
meaningful and sustainable solutions. 

There is another example of the government’s lackadaisical approach to the budget process; that is, the capacity 
and frequency with which this government spends money outside of a normal budgeting cycle.  This was 
brought home to this house recently when we talked about the Treasurer’s advance account.  We discussed how 
the Treasurer has handed down this budget in May, and between now and the end of the financial year, which 
will be about this time next year, this government will go out and commit tens, if not hundreds, of millions of 
dollars in extra spending over and above that which was determined in this budget.  Granted, some of that is for 
spending, which has to be done.  There will always be some overspending and underspending.  How this 
government is misusing the budgeting process is well beyond what we would expect from the normal 
underspending and overspending that would come from running any vibrant financial entity. 
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The mid-year budget papers report the fact that in the last financial year - 2005-06 - this government committed 
$155 million to policy expenditure items outside the budget process.  That is only part of what the budget papers 
report about the government’s recurrent expenditure program.  If we look at the full four years over which the 
budget papers extend, we see that this year the government committed $1.7 billion in extra recurrent expenditure 
outside the budget and outside all the rigours and disciplines of the budget process.  That is not acceptable.  
There is a budgeting process for a reason; that is, to spend wisely and to manage efficiently the taxpayers’ funds 
of this state.   

I will spend a little time tracking through some of the increases in taxation and government spending that have 
occurred under this Treasurer in Western Australia.  As I indicated earlier, the Treasurer has forecasted a 
$5.1 billion tax take.  The opposition knows full well that over the five years the Treasurer has brought down 
budgets in this state, he has underestimated his tax receipts by an average of 14 per cent.  If we increase his 
forecast by 14 per cent to find out what he will actually take, we come to a figure more like $5.8 billion in tax 
revenue to be collected in Western Australia this year.  That is almost double the tax revenue that this 
government has collected since it was elected.  Tax revenues have increased by $2.9 billion under six years of 
Labor government in Western Australia.  That is an increase of 100 per cent.  

Earlier I mentioned the measure of taxation competitiveness per capita, a measure the Treasurer freely embraced 
in 2001, 2002 and 2003.  We are the highest taxing state in Australia.  Western Australians trail well behind 
Queenslanders.  We even trail behind the poor folk of New South Wales, subject to one of the most financially 
inept state Labor governments that we have ever seen.  We trail behind them by almost $200 per head.  Even 
with the Treasurer’s new measure that he introduced to hide this incompetence - taxation as a percentage of 
gross state product - we are slipping.  The Chamber of Commerce and Industry released some figures.  It 
suggested that while all the other states are improving their tax competitiveness, our tax competitiveness as a 
percentage of GSP is worsening rapidly.  We have almost reached the average of all the states, despite the fact 
that gross state product in Western Australia has grown tremendously in recent years and despite the fact that the 
Treasurer attempted to hide his atrocious taxation performance behind the growth in gross state product.  We are 
without question and without debate a high-taxing state with a high-taxing Treasurer and we pay the highest state 
taxes in Western Australia that we have ever paid and that anyone in Australia currently pays. 

The Treasurer’s incompetence has been exposed more in government expenditure than in any other area.  This 
year the government is forecasting an expenditure increase of about 7.58 per cent to $15.2 billion.  The size of 
the government public sector in Western Australia is now forecast to be $15.2 billion but we know that the 
Treasurer is a habitual underestimator of government expenditure.  On average, he underestimates expenditure 
by just over three per cent.  If I factor that three per cent in to $15.2 billion, I come up with $15.7 billion.  In 
other words, under six years of this Treasurer and six years of a Labor government, by the end of this year the 
size of the public sector in Western Australia will have increased by $5.3 billion, or 51 per cent.  The people of 
Western Australia have every right to ask about the service improvements in outcomes.  Where are the checks on 
efficiency of government expenditure?  It is almost as if the government has become fixated on increasing the 
number of public servants as opposed to increasing the level of public service.  I challenge you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, to travel around your electorate in the northern suburbs, wonderful place that it is, I hasten to add -  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  It is an excellent electorate.  

Mr T. BUSWELL:  You should inform people, Madam Deputy Speaker, that the size of public spending in 
Western Australia has increased by 51 per cent and then ask whether they believe that the delivery of core state 
government services is half as good again as it was in 2001?  Are services half as good again when people are 
taken to hospital and left lying on trolley beds among a lot of other people waiting on trolley beds?  Are services 
half as good again when patients are being driven around Perth in ambulances in search of a hospital that will 
take them?  The answer is clearly no.  Members opposite should ask parents when they are dropping their 
children off at school whether they think the quality of government education in Western Australia is half as 
good again as it was in 2001?   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  You mean 50 per cent better.  

Mr T. BUSWELL:  Yes, thank you.  Hang on, that is half as good again.  The Leader of the Opposition should 
not interject!   

Members opposite should ask parents if they believe that the quality of their children’s education is 50 per cent 
better than or half as good again as it was in 2001.  They will say no. 

Ms J.A. Radisich interjected.  
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Mr T. BUSWELL:  We are talking about a completely different issue.  I mean this in the kindest possible way, 
but I do not think backbench members opposite take the time to understand the budget papers.  I do not expect 
them to because they do not have to.  They are on the government side, and the ministers look after the budget.  
We are on the opposition side and must understand the budget papers because that is the role of oppositions.  
When the member for Swan Hills’ colleague the failing Minister for Tourism makes an absurd statement -  

Mrs C.A. Martin:  She is a brilliant minister.  

Mr T. BUSWELL:  How does the member for Kimberley measure the minister’s brilliance in tourism?  The 
minister would not know a tourist if she ran over one; she would think it was a speed hump.  She has a budget of 
$52 million, which is a decrease of 25 per cent in real terms, and she would run over a tourist thinking it was a 
speed hump!  Yet members of the tourism industry turned up here dutifully and praised her and the government.  
I suspect that is why the government provided plenty of grog.   

I return to the quality of education.  Do parents in Western Australia believe that the aspirations available to our 
kids are half as good again as they were in 2001?  The answer is no.  This government is focused on increasing 
public servants, not on increasing the quality of public services.  

I have a number of charts here, but the one I want to refer to is my favourite because part of it is coloured in red.  
I will show it to my colleagues first because they understand it.  In 2001, when the government was elected, the 
Treasurer made a lot of mileage of the fact that he was going to cap government expenditure at real per capita 
growth rates.  As I said before, if we add the inflation rate to the rate of population growth, that becomes the 
base.  The blue area on this chart illustrates the trend that would have occurred if the Treasurer had kept his 
promise to the people of Western Australia and held the line and made his ministers hold the line.  However, we 
know that he was quick to go to the chequebook when problems emerged and actual government expenditure, 
shown by the top line on the chart, has grown significantly faster than the Treasurer’s target.  The total area in 
the red represents approximately $4.3 billion.  The incapacity of the Treasurer and the government to manage 
recurrent government expenditure in Western Australia has led to an expenses blow-out of $4.3 billion.  That 
$4.3 billion blow-out in recurrent expenditure is not reflected in improvements in services; it is the measure of 
the Treasurer’s financial waste.  It is an indicator of opportunities lost to Western Australia, and it is one of the 
reasons this budget has been so roundly condemned.  What could have been done with $4.3 billion?  A fair 
amount of it could have been spent on infrastructure.  Western Australia could have been almost debt free, as is 
Queensland, or a very competitive tax regime could have been implemented.  It is a simple and undeniable fact.  
With all due respect, I do not think that the Treasurer understands the significant problems caused by a growth in 
recurrent expenditure. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  You have talked about wastage; have you got any examples?  

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I will get to that.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  You don’t have any examples.   

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I touched on a perfectly good example when the Treasurer interjected on me when I was 
talking about the decline of real expenditure in tourism.   

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  The member for Yokine should read the budget papers.  I did not make up those figures - 
they are the figures that the Treasurer presented last week.  I will lend the member for Yokine my calculator, 
which has big buttons.   

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  There are the facts, there is basic arithmetic and then there are basic people.  I am not 
suggesting that the member for Yokine is one of the latter.  However, when figures are presented to me in black 
and white, I read them.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Do you understand them?  

Mr T. BUSWELL:  Minister, let us look at what has happened to government employee expenses, which is the 
single biggest growth area in recurrent expenditure growth in Western Australia.  We believe that government 
employee expenses have ballooned to $6.8 billion this year, an increase of $700 million.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Are you willing to sack the state’s extra police, teachers and nurses? 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  Honestly, the Leader of the House should try to understand the issues a bit better if that is 
the best he can give.   
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Between June 2001 and June 2005, there has been an increase of 18 124 public servants in Western Australia.  I 
do not think that all those employees are wearing police uniforms or writing on whiteboards in classrooms.  I 
certainly do not think that they are all wearing Hush Puppies in hospitals.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke interjected. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  This is the issue, my ignorant friend!  One day the Leader of the House will understand 
that.  One day he will sit down and ask why it is that for every nurse at the end of the chain in a hospital, there 
are 10 or 15 other bureaucrats.  The Leader of the House will be asking why that is the case. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke interjected. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I am not saying that at all and the Leader of the House knows it.  There is a sponge called 
the bureaucracy of Western Australia.  The Leader of the House has filled the sponge.  Out of interest, I wonder 
how many of those 18 142 people are members of a civil service union.  I wonder how many pay union fees and 
whether any of those fees find their way back to the Labor Party’s coffers as donations.  I would be astounded if 
that were the case - heaven forbid!  I would be shocked and astounded if any of the $1.5 million that the 
government has given to the Australian Council of Trade Unions had found its way back into the government’s 
coffers.  I am sure that that has not happened.   

That is the lie of the land.  Taxes have increased and government expenditure has increased.  Further, although 
our economy is strong, that is not reflected in the financial management of this state.   

Let us consider the three things that the Labor Party will leave Western Australia when it loses government, 
which, surely, will happen.  First, it will leave us the most uncompetitive taxation regime in Australia.  That fact 
has been widely and broadly acknowledged.  Second, it will leave a budget process that has almost no credibility 
in Western Australia.  It has no credibility because the government continues to spend outside the budgetary 
process - not within the normal parameters as the Minister for Health would have us believe - with gay abandon.  
Government spending outside the budget process is out of control.  Not once has the government delivered on its 
core aggregate budget promises.  Not once has the government met its measures and projections for taxation 
revenue.  Not once has the government met its expenditure target.  The third legacy that this government will 
leave the people of Western Australia is the most serious.  I refer to an underlying fiscal imbalance in the state’s 
finances.  A similar underlying fiscal imbalance is causing the Labor Premier of New South Wales and his 
ministerial team an enormous amount of trouble.  I refer to an underlying fiscal imbalance that is generated when 
governments allow recurrent expenditure to become out of control.  When it needs to feed $1.7 billion a year 
extra into current expenditure just to keep the bureaucracy rolling along, the government is in serious trouble.  
Inevitably, the rate of growth of government revenue will decline - that is a fact.  Inevitably, the economy will 
slow down.  The Treasurer said in his budget speech - I will read this into Hansard because it is a pearler -  

Mr Speaker, in achieving these outcomes we are expecting a relatively high rate of expense growth in 
2006-07, of 7.7 per cent. 

This reflects the cost and demand pressures associated with the current boom conditions, and the 
Government’s desire to share the benefits of the boom in a financially responsible way. 

As the demands of our booming economy moderate, so too will the rate of expense growth. 

How on earth will he do that?  I would like the Treasurer to list for me the 20 areas of government expense 
growth that are directly impacted upon by the rate of economic growth in Western Australia.  If there is a 
slowdown of investment in the mining industry in the north, we will still need the Department for Community 
Development, there will still be kids in crisis in Western Australia, people will still need their children educated 
and people will still get sick.  I cannot see the logic in that argument, and yet the Treasurer uses it, with his hand 
on his heart, to justify the fact that he is prepared to sign off on a 7.7 per cent increase in the size of the public 
sector in Western Australia.  That is well beyond what he ever budgeted for.  There is an imbalance, and when 
the day comes that revenue growth starts to slow, and the government must still pump $1.5 billion to $2 billion 
into recurrent expenditure, a gap will very quickly arise, and there will only be three choices for the 
government - running a deficit, which no-one would rationally suggest, increasing taxes or making draconian 
cuts in government expenditure.  This is the structural imbalance the government will leave us, and it is the 
experience currently being lived out in New South Wales.  The structural imbalance makes it very hard for the 
Treasurer to reduce taxes some way down the track.  I believe that the Treasurer needs a surplus of around 
$1.5 billion because either he is worried that revenue growth will slow, and he needs revenue to keep growing, 
or he is worried about his incapacity to manage major capital projects.  In a way, he needs a bit of fat in the tank; 
he needs a few coins in the back room that he can use if revenue growth drops or if there are other blow-outs in 
major government spending programs.   
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I have been doing a little bit of reading, which may come as a shock to you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. 
Watson), and I discovered a story about a Republican Governor of the US state of Massachusetts.  Anyone 
familiar with the political landscape in the US would know that Massachusetts is the home of the Kennedys.  It is 
one of those great Democratic bastions.  It was represented by the former Democrat presidential candidate, 
Senator John Kerry.  However, for a little while during the late 1980s and the early 1990s, the people of 
Massachusetts elected a Republican Governor named William Weld.  I will send the Treasurer a bit of 
information on William Weld.  He never put taxes up; he cut taxes by reducing the size of the bureaucracy.  He 
said that it is not just a case of governments doing more with less; it is about governments doing less with less.  
That is a very interesting approach to the management of government finances, and it is one that perhaps the 
Treasurer should take a bit of time to acquaint himself with.  Quite clearly and simply, it is not good enough to 
solve the problems that confront the government from day to day by throwing money at them.  It will have to 
stop, because of the structural imbalance the Treasurer is creating. 

I will spend a bit of time touching on the broader philosophical issues of the state budget.  Ostensibly, what the 
government has been saying at a philosophical level through state budgets throughout its six years in government 
is that it likes to see a bigger government.  The government and the Treasurer believe that a bigger government 
will deliver better economic and social outcomes in a modern market economy.  That is what we have in 
Western Australia.  The view of the government in Western Australia is that bigger government is better.  
However, the fact of the matter is that bigger government is not necessarily better.  It is often the case that better 
outcomes are delivered when businesses are allowed to grow and prosper, and when individuals are given the 
freedom to pursue what they wish to pursue.  However, it is evident from this budget that the government does 
not acknowledge that.  That is evident on a number of fronts.  The first is the uncompetitive business tax regime 
that this government is imposing on Western Australians.  The tax regime in Western Australia is not business 
friendly.  An enormous amount of investment is taking place in Western Australia.  Fortunately, that investment 
is being driven by factors way above business tax competitiveness.  However, business tax competitiveness is a 
key issue, because the success of the business sector is critical to the success of a modern economy. 

This government is also taxing the aspirations of ordinary Western Australians.  People are often driven by their 
aspirations.  Many people in this state aspire to provide a better future for their children and a better retirement 
for their parents.  However, when people in Western Australia attempt to fulfil their aspirations, standing in front 
of them is a Treasurer with a bill for stamp duty on the purchase of their new home.  When a couple who have 
worked and saved hard want to invest for their future and create wealth by investing in a property, standing in 
front of them is a Treasurer who is hell-bent on sucking from them record levels of stamp duty. 

Mr G. Snook:  And land tax. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  Yes - and land tax. I thank the member.    

People who aspire to something as simple as buying a new motor vehicle, or upgrading their motor vehicle, face 
record levels of stamp duty on the purchase of that motor vehicle.  

The record of this Labor government in Western Australia is big taxes, big expenditure and a big government 
sector, but little support for the business community by offering a competitive tax regime, and little support for 
individuals who are attempting to fulfil their aspirations.  Why are so many people from Western Australia 
travelling interstate to buy a motor vehicle?  It is so that they can pay a lower rate of tax.  Why in the future, 
when Western Australians retire and take - thanks to Peter Costello - their tax-free lump sum, will so many of 
them be toddling off to Melbourne to buy their caravan?  It is so that they will not have to pay stamp duty.  Why 
cannot this state government allow these people to fulfil their aspirations in their own backyard?  It is because it 
is Labor.  That is why.  Labor is antibusiness.  Labor is inhibiting people from achieving their aspirations.   
If we were in government, we would have done four things in this budget.  First, we would have quarantined 
some of the budget surplus from last year and used that money for tax reform.  We would have asked Jonathan 
Ilbery and his 26-member state tax reference group, which has only 20 months in which to report - funny how 
that coincides with the run-up to the next election - to earmark $X for state tax relief.  I think I heard the Leader 
of the Opposition mention an amount of $300 million.  We would then have asked that group to tell us how we 
can use that to deliver meaningful relief for land tax, payroll tax and conveyancing tax on motor vehicles and 
properties.  We would then have set an even bigger goal.  We would then have said tell us how we can transition 
Western Australia during these economic boom times back into having Australia’s most competitive tax regime.  
That is what we would have said to a state tax review.  We might have even taken a leaf out of Peter Costello’s 
book.  Peter Costello appointed two gentlemen, Mr Warburton and Mr Hendy, and told them to come back to 
him in five weeks and tell him about the Australian tax system.  Look what we got from two people in five 
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weeks - massive tax reform.  This Treasurer has engaged 26 people over 21 months and what will we get?  I 
suspect very little.   
The third thing we would have done had we been in government is to have stood in this place and made a firm 
commitment, as the Treasurer did in 2001 - he nearly stuck to that commitment in the Labor government’s first 
year in government, and hats off to him - to maintain the rate of growth of recurrent expenditure in this state by 
real per capita.  The government must insist on achieving that, because if it does not, as the Leader of the 
Opposition said, in due course someone will have to make the hard decisions for the government.  It is a shame 
that when economic times are so good, this government is not about future proofing the state’s finances; it is all 
about spending money.   

I come now to the last thing we would have done had we been in government.  Last week the Treasurer 
announced functional reviews of five or six government departments that consume between 24 and 26 cent of 
state recurrent expenditure.  It is not good enough to go in and carry out a functional review without any 
expenditure goals; it is not good enough to spend all this money on a functional review without giving the people 
carrying out the review a goal - for example, their goal could have been to cap the department’s expenditure at 
X per cent for a couple of years to help out the government; and it is not good enough just to have a review.  It 
was not good enough last year when the heat was on over taxes to announce a review.  The result is the budget 
we had presented to us last week.   
In closing, this budget is a budget of lost opportunity; a budget that fails to deliver any dividend to the people of 
Western Australia to sustain the period of economic prosperity we are currently enjoying in this state; and a 
budget that stamps, once again, this Treasurer as a person who has, unfortunately, mismanaged the economic 
good times in Western Australia.   
MR R.C. KUCERA (Yokine) [4.22 pm]:  While listening to the member for Vasse I was taken back six years to 
when I first nominated to enter politics.  At that time I had been working in government for almost 35 years and I 
did not have a view of politics one way or another.  In fact, a couple of days after I nominated for the Labor 
Party I was approached by the other side and asked whether I would like a safe seat.  As it turned out I ended up 
winning one anyway.  At that stage people thought I was middle of the road and conservative in my politics.  In 
fact, I always was.  A good public servant does not state his politics; he keeps them to himself as he works for 
the government of the day.  I worked with successive governments and saw what they did.  I know now, having 
listened to the member for Vasse, why I put my hand up for the Labor Party.  For far too long I had been sitting 
and listening to the economic rationalist rubbish and nonsense that Thatcher brought in many years ago.  If 
members have been watching The Alan Clark Diaries on Sunday nights, they will have an idea of the economic 
rationalist argument.   
What we have heard from the member for Vasse is classic economic rationalist argument.  This is a good, solid 
budget and it does build on the future.  The hard work of this government and others gives my kids and 
grandkids a shot at the future.   

Mr T. Buswell:  How does it do that?   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Before I refer to my electorate, I will touch on a couple of issues.  I recall that no-one 
interjected on the member for Vasse.  I will not take interjections.  First, I will refer to economic rationalism.  I 
recall the previous government getting rid of a simple thing like the road gangs.  It then outsourced to a range of 
organisations the work previously undertaken by the road gangs.  Throughout country towns, the very people 
who desperately needed those jobs - the most disadvantaged groups - worked in those organisations, and 
reference was made earlier today to Rob Riley.  It was the economic rationalist practices of the previous 
government in getting rid of road gangs that led to major social problems in small country towns.  Those 
problems were brought about by the fact that the kinds of jobs that existed to look after those people 
disappeared.  I am very pleased and proud today to sit next to the minister assisting the minister who is 
responsible for the training of apprentices in this state.  This government has done more in its five years in office 
than the previous government did in two terms to reverse the trend that came about during its term in office.  
Because of the kind of economic rationalistic guff we are talking about today, all the major training institutions 
went by the board.  The training grounds for all our young apprentices went by the board.  What happened?  We 
are now experiencing the whirlwind because of the economic rationalism that was practised.  Thank goodness 
this state has a government that recognised that, and we have a budget that has started to recognise those issues. 

It is an excellent budget not only for now, but also for the future; that is, the future of our youngsters and the 
future of my children and my grandchildren.  The budget builds on a healthy surplus.  Yes, we have a healthy 
surplus and, yes, we have been working well.  The whole of government is working well.  In this year alone, we 
are investing in our future with a record $5.2 billion spend on capital works.  Contrast that with the view of the 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 16 May 2006] 

 p2697b-2752a 
Mr Eric Ripper; Deputy Speaker; Mr Colin Barnett; Mr Paul Omodei; Mr Troy Buswell; Mr Bob Kucera; Mr 

Brendon Grylls; Ms Katie Hodson-Thomas; Acting Speaker; Mr Peter Watson; Mr Tony Simpson; Mr J. 
Mcgrath; Mrs Carol Martin; Dr Kim Hames; Mr Tom Stephens; Dr Steve Thomas; Mr Gary Snook 

 [14] 

federal government.  Infrastructure investment in this budget, and in fact by this government in its previous term 
of office, will ensure that some $5.2 billion worth of capital works is invested for 2006-07.  Over the next four 
years, $18.1 billion will go into the infrastructure of this state.  That will be there for the future youngsters of this 
state.  In 2006-07 alone, public sector infrastructure investment is estimated to be about $2 000 for every 
Western Australian.  For their hard work, and through the efforts of this government and this Treasurer, we will 
invest $2 000 for every individual in this state.  Compare that with the record of the commonwealth government.  
An amount of $300 per person will be the investment in infrastructure in this state by the federal government, 
regardless of the enormous amount of royalties flowing from this state.  At the end of the day, we are building 
the house and Costello is collecting the rent.  It is as simple as that.  Where is the payback?  There is no payback.  
This is an excellent budget, and I am proud to be part of the government that has put it together.  I congratulate 
the Treasurer on this year’s budget.  I repeat: it is a budget that builds on the future and builds on our current 
economic boom.  It will ensure that all Western Australians will benefit from the economic boom. 

I must say that I was somewhat surprised at the comments of Robert Taylor in The West Australian on Friday, I 
think it was, when he said that the Treasurer takes the money and then throws it at community development, 
disability services and other public sector growth areas.  He said that as though spending money on the people 
who are the most vulnerable in this state is a bad thing.  On Friday, two parents in their 70s came into my office, 
one of whom I knew through my previous role in the WA Police.  They have a 56-year-old son who has cerebral 
palsy.  He has now reached the stage at which he simply cannot take care of himself.  How many other parents in 
their 70s and 80s are in a similar situation; that is, they do not have the security of knowing what will happen to 
their son?  The breakdown of his health is now in such an advanced state that his parents can no longer take care 
of him.  He is in a hospital.  A huge amount is going into disability services this year.  As I understand it, there 
will be another 13 per cent on top of last year’s great budget for disability services.  In fact, it has been a great 
budget every year since this government has been in office.  I must say that the previous minister, the current 
Leader of the Opposition, will know what I am talking about.  In fact, he did a great job as disability services 
minister in his government.  However, this is the sort of money that is needed, and that is the kind of story that 
will be told by people who walk into members’ offices on any day of the week.  That is why we must invest 
money in those people.  I do not believe that any person who walks into my office would take an $8 or a $10 tax 
cut rather than make sure that those kids will be secure, even at 50-odd years of age, after the parents are gone.  
That is the kind of investment we need to be making in the future of our state.   
We can all talk about tax cuts.  I heard the member for Vasse talk about stamp duty on cars.  I drove to 
Fremantle on Sunday for Mother’s Day.  I had never seen so many brand spanking new four-wheel drives on the 
wharf.  Members can drive there today and look.  There are literally hundreds and hundreds of them.  Boats are 
bringing them every day of the week.  I do not see anybody driving to Queensland to buy a four-wheel drive.  
Because of the boom we have in this state, people are queuing up on Scarborough Beach Road on Saturday 
morning to make sure that they get part of the boom and its future.   
Much has been said about spending on the public sector.  In 2006-07 this government’s infrastructure investment 
alone is around $2 000 a head compared with the federal government’s $300 a head.   

I want to talk a little now about my own electorate.  Through these investments in infrastructure and effective 
partnerships with local government, the government has been able to achieve, and continues to achieve, the 
rejuvenation of many of the socially disadvantaged sections and areas of our community, not just of the city.  
Amazing things have happened in Collie.  I can recall when I was Minister for Peel and the South West three of 
four years ago that people in Collie were complaining because of the empty blocks there and the fact that they 
could not get the asking price for their houses.  Try buying a house in Collie now and asking how much it costs.  
What you have achieved in Albany, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson), is magnificent.  I want also to talk 
about some of the redevelopments that have happened in places such as Maddington, Kenwick, the Swan Valley, 
Midland, East Perth, Wanneroo, Roleystone and Koondoola.  I recently had the opportunity of seeing what had 
been done with the rejuvenation in Armadale.   
I am now a member of the redevelopment committee that is dealing with the Mirrabooka redevelopment.  Under 
the electoral redistribution of 2004, the electorate of Yokine’s boundaries changed to include the Mirrabooka 
regional centre.   
Mr B.J. Grylls:  I did not know that.  When was it? 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  It was at the last election, sorry.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It was a good interjection. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  It was a good interjection.  He threw me.  Several state government agencies, including the 
Department for Planning and Infrastructure, the Public Transport Authority, the Department of Housing and 
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Works and the Mirrabooka Square Shopping Centre owners, Perron Investments Pty Ltd, have become involved 
in the Mirrabooka urban renewal program.  It will create a safe, secure and vibrant regional centre for residents 
and visitors to the area.  It is needed, because it is an area that has languished for many years.  In fact, most of 
that middle section of the northern suburbs has languished for quite a number of years, particularly under the 
previous government.  The Mirrabooka urban renewal program is an excellent way of moving forward.  A new 
residential subdivision will bring more people into the area.  We are creating a new heart there with a central 
mall and walkway through to the shopping centre.  The vision for the town centre is essentially to revitalise not 
only the community, but also the economic, retail, entertainment and social opportunities.  Part of that 
development has been focused on Mirrabooka bus station.  It is envisaged that an upgraded bus station will 
create a centre for public transport in that area.  I thank the Department for Planning and Infrastructure, because 
there is some $3 million in the budget for that to occur.  A whole range of stakeholders are working with the 
department.  I take the opportunity to thank Minister MacTiernan and representatives from the key government 
agencies involved.  I particularly thank the City of Stirling and the person who had the vision to revitalise this 
area, the previous mayor, Tony Vellalonga, the current mayor, Terry Tyzack, all his councillors, and the chief 
executive officer, Lindsay Delahaunty, for their vision and support in this matter.  It is particularly important, 
because as this redevelopment starts to head in the direction that we want, the demographics in that area are 
rapidly changing.  If I may, I will give a few figures relating to the regional centre.  In the past two years in 
particular, despite the excellent employment rates throughout the state, unemployment in that area continues to 
languish at about 7.7 per cent, which, in these economic times, is unusual.  It is little wonder because 48.8 per 
cent of this state’s humanitarian intake of immigration has been settled in the City of Stirling and, in particular, 
around Mirrabooka.  Members of this house have heard me speak about settlement issues on a number of 
occasions recently.  The Mirrabooka area also has one of the highest proportions of the indigenous population in 
the Perth metropolitan area.  Revitalisation of the area is vital for them.  It will illustrate our support for them.  In 
fact, 48.8 per cent of humanitarian settlers to just one local government area shows an obvious lack of planning 
by the federal government.  I have said that on a number of occasions.  I was particularly pleased when reading 
the budget papers to see that the Disability Services Commission budget has approximately $430 000 set aside 
for settlement programs for refugees.  I hope that much of that money is spent in this area.   

In view of the humanitarian settlers, there is no greater need than for education.  I listened to some of the talk 
today about outcomes-based education.  I am inclined to table the figures that I talked about last week, which 
came from the Minister for Education and Training and show the scores for our kids in schools compared with 
other Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development countries.  The scores are amazing.  Under the 
recognised international levels, the mean mathematical levels for our kids show that they are second in the world 
in mathematics.  We are second in reading for OECD countries.  Again, that is a magnificent effort.  Everyone is 
talking about science.  Australia is fourth in the world in mean scores in science.  I seek leave to table the charts. 
Leave granted.   
[The papers were tabled for the information of members.] 
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Those charts are worth looking at.  Every member of the house should take the 
opportunity to look at them.  The humanitarian refugees desperately need education.  Speaking of education, a 
phoenix has risen from the ashes on the boundary of my electorate.  I am referring to the Mount Lawley Senior 
High School.  In fact, I was elected on a pledge that we would rebuild that high school after previous members 
had talked about it and were “gunna” do it for 14 years.  We rebuilt it.  In fact, the finishing touches are being 
put on a $41 million redevelopment of one of the best learning centres in not only the state, but also the whole 
country.  Children can attend from primary school to the end of university in a complete learning context.  
Again, it has been brought about by the great budget of not just this year.  I must say that the first two years were 
a struggle; I know that because I had the health portfolio.  I know how difficult it was to make sure that the 
budgets were running on line.  I know the jobs that people have had to do.  Members have talked about cutting 
down government.  We got rid of a range of boards and authorities and other things that were simply milking 
money from the system.  One example was the Metropolitan Health Service Board, which was set up by the 
previous government.  When that was abolished, it gave us the opportunity in our first year to give well over 
$1 million back to the country people of this state.  Work is continuing on the Mount Lawley Senior High 
School.  In addition, the Mirrabooka Senior High School - the member for Dawesville should listen because he 
talked about it for so long and nothing happened - has received $2.4 million for new science blocks, etc. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Why are you talking about the member for Dawesville? 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I am having a shot about the high school he did not build.   

[Member’s time extended.] 
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Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Works include improvements to the school’s science facilities and a major refit to the 
information technology - 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  The member only talked about it; we got it built!   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  Order, members! 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Works include improvements to the school’s science facilities and a major refit of the 
information technology and manual arts wing, which will enhance the school’s information technology program.  
The total cost of this project is $2.45 million, and it will be completed by October.  Again, that is a little feather 
in the cap of education in that area, which is so desperately needed.  The Department of Education and Training 
has also irrigated all the school’s surrounds.  These surrounds are part of the public space for the entire 
community, not just for the school.  Again, the government is ensuring that all the neglect in the electorate under 
the previous government is being turned around.  More money has been allocated in this year’s budget for the 
Bristol hostel and for lighting in my electorate.  At long last the Coolbinia Bombers can practise at night now 
that money from the community sporting and recreation facilities fund has been allocated for lighting. 

Much has been said about outcomes-based education, and the poor old Curriculum Council has been getting 
bashed from pillar to post.  Only today I received an amazing letter from the Carmel Jewish school.  For about 
six years it has been talking to the Curriculum Council about recognising Hebrew as a tertiary entrance 
examination subject.  I wrote to the minister just three weeks ago and already that issue has been fixed.  I 
understand that the Curriculum Council will recognise Hebrew as a TEE subject in 2007.  On top of that, 
because that issue has been raised by the Jewish community, a template has been put in place to allow other 
languages that are now blossoming throughout our community because of the high level of immigration - I am 
thinking of the Islamic, Arabic, Indonesian and African communities - to be part of the education of the children 
from those communities.  That template has been put in place as a result of the efforts of the Jewish school.  I am 
very pleased with that.  In fact, this is a curve across our entire nation.  Western Australia was one of the last 
states to put this template in place.  I owe my thanks to the Minister for Education and Training in the other place 
in that regard.  It is unheard of that children should be denied an opportunity for a university education because 
their religion precludes them from learning or using any language other than their own.  It is a far-sighted and 
visionary move by the Curriculum Council. 

The Yokine area has done well from the past few budgets.  Much has been said about electricity.  I heard an 
opposition member ask a question about the infill sewerage program.  The entire Yokine electorate now has an 
infill sewerage system.  Indeed, most of the areas in the northern suburbs are heading that way.  These things go 
on and on.  An amount of $633 million will be spent this year on electricity improvements across the state.  For 
the sixth year in a row, the people who live in my electorate will not face any increase in the cost of their 
electricity, not even a consumer price index increase.  That is an amazing record for any government.  An 
amount of $620 million will be spent on upgrading waste water and water services.  Much has been said about 
desalination.  The first desalination plant in this state was on Rottnest Island.  It has been running for six years 
now.  Now that it has been linked to the big electric windmill on the island, it is saving the government $750 000 
a year.  The government was told by the Auditor General that it would cost about $150 million to fix the water 
and electricity problems on the island.  These problems were fixed with the help of the federal government - I 
must give credit where it is due.  The windmill drives the desalination plant, which saves the government about 
$750 000 a year in diesel fuel costs.  Instead of spending an enormous amount of money on all the silly ideas that 
have been put forward by other people and some members in this place, such as running a pipeline from Garden 
Island, the government put in a second desalination plant, which draws water from the ocean on a daily basis and 
puts the salt that is removed back into the ocean.  There were more fish around Rotto than ever before.  The 
herring were plentiful, although the numbers of crayfish were down a bit, but the jewfish were back.  There are 
no problems with the salt out there.  When I swam in the ocean this year, it tasted just as salty as it did last year.  
It is a great example of doing things properly and not looking for the magic silver bullet. 
The member for Vasse talked about financial responsibility.  What an absolute joke.  Members on the other side 
of the house have no right to even utter that phrase after the recent election campaign.  Members opposite talked 
about building a canal at any cost to supply Perth’s water.  We saw a perfect example last week of what the 
phrase “at any cost” means.  If members opposite were elected, the state could kiss budget surpluses goodbye.  
Members opposite want to talk about debt.  What about the $14 billion debt to bring pea soup from the north?  
Have a bit of thought and sense when talking about financial responsibility.  Think about the former coalition 
government’s record of running five deficits in a row.  Before I became a member of Parliament, I saw many 
members opposite acting as ministers and I listened to them talk about financial responsibility.  It is a pity that I 
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do not have the letter that the Treasurer referred to earlier.  It was a letter from the Under Treasurer to the then 
Premier, Richard Court, regarding his ministers.  The Treasurer was right to read it out.  Most of those members 
who were practising financial responsibility in the Court government are still here. 
Mr T. Buswell:  Which ones? 
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  The Deputy Leader of the Opposition’s mentor for one.  The opposition has a mentor and 
a leader.  Which one is Judd and which one is Cousins?  I cannot work it out because neither of them is a 
champion.  They would be battling this week to get a bloody game with Essendon - I withdraw that word.  I was 
not about to say Collingwood, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson)! It is somewhat hypocritical when members 
opposite want to start talking about financial responsibilities.  Financial responsibility, for goodness sake!  
In 2006-07, the Western Australian economy is expected to grow by 5.25 per cent.  Even though that is a 
conservative estimate, that is an excellent growth rate.  Since 2000-01, the Western Australian economy has 
grown by 36 per cent in real terms, which is well ahead of the nation.  We are driving the nation.  It is all very 
well for the member for Vasse to go on about China.  What about China?  We grasped the nettle; we grabbed the 
markets.  We went out and got them.  We have created the environment for that to occur.  I have never been a 
fan of conservative policies.  However, many years ago when Sir Charles Court was the Premier and I was 
working in the police force, he did what this government is doing: he grasped the nettle.  He went out and 
grabbed them.  It is not enough to say that it will happen anyway; it does not happen anyway.  Last year when I 
was in Brazil, people asked me on behalf of their governments how Western Australia was capturing these 
markets.  They asked me what the state and the government were doing to capture them.  I told them that we 
were doing a number of things.  The very first thing concerns the state’s integrity.  People know that when they 
deal with this government, the people they are dealing with are making sure that the future of this state - 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  Order, members! 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I have dealt with people from the Chinese community for many years.  It is not the written 
contracts that matter; it is giving one’s word and making sure that they do not lose face that matters.  This 
government has practised business in such a way that their face is honoured and they know that whatever deals 
they enter into with this government will be honoured.  They know that we have grasped the nettle, not on behalf 
of the current government, but on behalf of the future of this state - indeed, on behalf of the future of the nation.  
With the exception of the members for Merredin and Avon on two occasions, I have yet to hear anybody from 
the other side speak up for their state on federal government funding during the almost six years I have been in 
this house.  I have never heard any of the rest of them say a word in support of Western Australia receiving a fair 
slice of the cake, or acknowledgement of the rent that we are earning for the rest of the nation. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  This is an excellent budget.  Over the years that I have worked with the Treasurer, I have 
come to respect him for what he has done every year I have been in this house.  This is an excellent budget.  It is 
building on the current boom, a boom the government has hold of. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  The government has grabbed it by the tail.  I think it was Churchill who once said, “China 
is a waking lion; let her sleep, because when she wakes, the whole world will hear her roar.”  The government 
heard the roar, and it is still hearing the roar.  That is why the government is on board.  Mr Acting Speaker 
(Mr P.B. Watson), you recently went to China and you saw the respect that is held for us. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  You saw the respect in which this state and nation is held because of the dealings we have 
done.  There is a great deal of nonsense spoken about China being the reason for the economic boom.  Of course 
it is because of China; it is because the government grasped the nettle and got behind what is going on. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I finish with a saying about politics by Vaclav Havel by which I have always lived -  

Genuine politics, even politics worthy of the name, the only politics I am willing to devote myself to, is 
simply a matter - 

This is what this budget does - 
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of serving those around us; serving the community and serving those that will come after us.  Its deepest 
roots - 

He is talking about politics - 

are moral because it is a responsibility expressed through action, to and for the whole . . .  

That is the whole community.  That is what this budget is about, and I commend it to the house. 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [4.51 pm]:  I begin by painting a small picture 
for you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson), and for the member for Yokine.  I take the member back to his 
electorate and to constituents who might come into his office and tell him they are leaving his electorate and 
going to live in Merredin because they can access a better quality of education for their children there.  Those 
constituents say that they are disappointed that that level of education cannot be accessed in Yokine, and 
therefore they are going to sell their house and leave town.  I begin my budget reply with that story, because that 
is what is happening right across the wheatbelt at the moment.  Neighbours on either side of my family farm in 
Corrigin are selling very productive farms and moving to Perth to educate their children.  One of the farms is, I 
think, worth $5 million.  They have had very strong businesses that have been long-time stalwarts of the Corrigin 
region, but they are selling their farms and their livelihood and moving to Perth to educate their children.  
Yesterday at South Merredin Primary School, a grandmother asked me if I thought that a private school would 
be established in Merredin; because if this did not happen, her daughter was going to sell her house in Merredin 
and rent a house in Perth to educate her kids.  That happened yesterday, and I could give members hundreds of 
examples of what is happening in regional Western Australia based only on education of children.  If that was 
happening in the electorates of the Acting Speaker or the member for Yokine, they would be very, very worried.  
It does not exactly show prosperity, growth or the ability to drive the region forward. 

That is why, when I sat down to hear the Treasurer’s budget speech last Thursday, I thought that because we had 
heard that this budget would deliver a $2 billion surplus - that is, a two thousand million dollar surplus - maybe 
at last, with that amount of money in the system, there might be some focus on regional Western Australia.  It is 
probably a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to have that amount of infrastructure money available to drive growth 
in regional Western Australia.  I therefore sat down hoping to hear news that would mean more families would 
not be coming to me saying that they were leaving the wheatbelt region to live in the electorates of Yokine or 
Perth, or that they were moving to the coast in Albany.  Many have moved to Albany, as it is a great place. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  Lots are coming to Mandurah. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  There are lots going to Mandurah as well.  I thought that perhaps the government, at a time 
of such economic boom, would recognise that the boom should be shared among all Western Australians, and 
that extra money would be put into education in regional Western Australia to slow that drain.  As I said, I am 
seeing that drain in my home town and on my own farm.  I can give the house examples of that right across 
regional Western Australia.  About two pages into the budget speech, when the Treasurer read out that 
$1.3 billion of the surplus would be allocated to retire the Perth-Mandurah railway debt, I was the most 
disappointed I have been in my time in Parliament.  Straightaway that sounded the death knell for any 
infrastructure expenditure that I thought we were likely to see in the wheatbelt.  I actually stopped reading the 
budget speech; I did not read on because I knew that, with that level of expenditure on debt retirement for the 
Perth-Mandurah railway, education services in regional WA would miss out.  However, after my initial 
disappointment waned, I read the budget speech to see whether there was something in it for regional WA.  I 
thought perhaps there would be something in the budget for education in regional WA that would allow me to go 
with good news to the families who are thinking of upheaving their lives to move to electorates such as those of 
the member for Yokine.  In education, infrastructure spending will be on Hedland Senior High School, Mt 
Lawley Senior High School, Perth Modern School, and on schools in Narrogin, Newton Moore, Pinjarra, 
Rossmoyne, Willetton, Cape Naturaliste, Hopetoun, Manjimup and Mt Barker.  There are two pages of the 
budget dealing with infrastructure expenditure on education, but they outline nothing for the electorate of 
Merredin.  That, to me, is very disappointing.  At a time when the budget is in a massive surplus, I would have 
thought that investment in education would be an absolute priority.  However, it is not; the priority is retiring 
debt on the Perth-Mandurah railway. 

I call on all country members of Parliament to take a stand for country Western Australia and vote against this 
budget, and to say that we do not want all the boom-time funds - $1 300 million - poured into debt reduction on 
the Perth-Mandurah railway, most of which money was generated by mining centres in the Kimberley, the 
Pilbara, the mid-west and now down in regions such as Esperance and the goldfields.  Country members should 
take a stand for schools, health facilities, and law and order institutions that we need so that we can grow our 
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regions.  This Parliament will always be dominated by metropolitan members, and after the government’s 
electoral reform it will be dominated even more so by metropolitan members. 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  Democracy! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I agree with the member for Perth; it is pure democracy.  However, pure democracy is 
delivering the outcome that I am talking about: very limited expenditure in regional Western Australia.  I will 
run through the expenditure.  The middle of page 2 of the Budget Overview indicates that $5.2 billion will be 
spent on infrastructure - $5 200 million.  If we add up every single line item of infrastructure spending in 
regional Western Australia, outside of Perth and Peel, it comes to $422 million - less than 10 per cent of the 
total.  Less than 10 per cent of $5.2 billion will be spent on infrastructure in regional Western Australia.  Of that 
$422 million to be expended in regional WA next year, $62 million will be spent on the Muja power station.  
Therefore, in real terms we are probably down to $350 million of new infrastructure spending in regional WA; 
that is, much less than 10 per cent.  That is why I call on members such as the members for Kimberley, Central 
Kimberley-Pilbara, Murchison-Eyre and North West Coastal to stand up for their constituents and say that 
retiring $1.3 billion of debt on the Perth-Mandurah railway is not a positive outcome for regional Western 
Australia.  It is not a positive outcome for the electorate that I represent.  It is not a good outcome for the people 
who elected me to this Parliament.  No-one in the Kimberley wants to see $1.3 billion spent retiring the debt on 
the railway; they want to see education programs for indigenous students and infrastructure programs for our 
roads and ports.  Yes, there is money available for roads and ports but with the surplus that big, this was a unique 
opportunity to really drive development in regional Western Australia.  It could possibly be the last opportunity I 
see in my lifetime.  When we return to a tight fiscal cycle and a tight budgetary framework, there will be no 
money for infrastructure in the regions because of the democracy that the member for Perth talked about.  At the 
next election, 48 members of Parliament will come from the coastal strip between Perth and Margaret River, and 
11 members will represent the rest of the state.  With the great democracy that the member for Perth talks about, 
how will we divide the next billion-dollar surplus if members who are elected to represent country areas keep on 
voting with their city colleagues to spend all of the money in the metropolitan area?  That is what is happening.  
That is a real challenge for Country Labor (WA) at the moment.  Does Country Labor vote with the government 
to retire $1.3 billion in debt on the Mandurah railway, which is not supported by any of the constituents those 
members represent?  When Country Labor members go into the party room as country members of Parliament, 
they are outnumbered in the party room. 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  It is the debt of the whole state; it is not city debt or country debt.  We don’t think that the Ord 
River scheme is a country debt.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  How much did the government spend on the Ord River scheme? 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  The rabbit proof fence is not a country debt; it’s for the whole state.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  That is where the member for Perth and I differ.  As soon as we get over the Darling scarp, 
the railway is a Perth-Mandurah project.  Retiring the debt is money for Perth and Mandurah.  There is no 
benefit for the Kimberley. 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  What about the northern AvonLink? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  How much does the northern AvonLink cost?  

Mr J.N. Hyde:  Per passenger?  

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Absolute chickenfeed.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I do not think it quite gets to the figure of $1.3 billion. 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman:  We’re all one state.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I do not want to promote the city-country divide but what choice do I have?  People in my 
electorate are saying, “I’m leaving this town to come and live in the member for Joondalup’s electorate because 
the education system in Merredin isn’t good enough.”  That is the problem.   

These situations are happening over and over again.  Rather than talk about the railway, I want to refer to the 
great projects that are happening in the regions, but these are simply not happening.  I hate being negative.  I 
come from a small business background, and being negative was not in my vernacular.  I try to be positive all the 
time.  As I said, there is no money in this budget for education in my electorate of Merredin, although I assume 
that some of the overriding figures for maintenance and recurrent funding will go towards that area. 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  So your teachers won’t get a pay rise, and your teachers won’t get the extra DOTT time? 
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Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I am just talking about the infrastructure spending.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  All of us fight for our constituents every year to make sure we get what we need for our 
constituents.  It seems to me you might have been a bit lax.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  The member for Yokine must be right.  I have come into this place for the past four years 
and I have let my constituents down!  I will have to apologise to them!  I may have to apologise for the fact that 
the parliamentary system now looks very unlikely to be able to change that outcome in the future.  Long after I 
am gone, the next member for my electorate, which may be called Merredin-Esperance, will be debating the 
same argument and losing the same battle because the next major infrastructure battle in the state is the extension 
of the railway from Mandurah to Bunbury.  That is where the population is.  That is where the demand will be.  
Public transport is something that this government holds very highly.   

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  But you won’t be able to move produce from Ravensthorpe to Esperance.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  That is disappointing.  Given the time limit for this debate, I will focus only on education 
today because in reply to the budget speech we spend a lot of time talking about a lot of things that do not 
actually hit the mark.  In the past few years student numbers at Merredin Senior High School have decreased 
from 400 to 300, not because the population has declined; the population in Merredin is increasing, as it is 
throughout the wheatbelt.  The number of students has decreased because Merredin high school does not offer 
the courses that students demand and parents do not think the school is delivering the necessary outcomes.  
Parents in the wheatbelt have convinced themselves that educational outcomes available in the metropolitan 
area - schools operating under the same state system - are far superior to what is on offer at schools in Merredin 
and other communities in the wheatbelt.  That should be a very disappointing situation for everyone.  I say to the 
member for Yokine that we can play politics as much as he likes, but I am sure he will agree that it is very 
disappointing when people move from one electorate to another to change schools when both schools operate 
under the same state system.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  That was the case at Mt Lawley when I took over as the member for Yokine.  For about 
14 years that same argument was advanced.  I did not just talk about it; I made a pledge to the people of my 
electorate that I would do something about it, and we did as a government.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  Is the member for Yokine telling me that the only way we can fix that is by admitting that 
his side of politics will not do anything and my side will have to?   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  I agree totally that no child should be disadvantaged.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  No child should be disadvantaged, and that is the tenet of my budget reply today.  No child 
in Western Australia should be forced to move to another community to access education when the school he left 
operates under exactly the same system as the school he changed to.  

I will describe some of the problems at Merredin high school, where I spent all day yesterday.  There are 32 
teachers on the teaching staff, six of whom are first-year teachers.  I was advised that, as well as adjusting to 
their move to regional Western Australia and the very different lifestyle from that in Perth, first-year teachers 
need extra peer and teacher support to mentor them through that change and their first year of teaching.  Is an 
extra full-time equivalent staff member made available in Merredin for that purpose?  No.  The size of the 
Merredin high school has resulted in a diseconomy of scale.  It does not have a sufficient number of students to 
enable it to access programs that other schools offer.  The lack of teachers means that not all students in 
Merredin can access the same level of courses and tuition as students in the member for Yokine’s electorate.  
Given that those courses are not available, parents and students choose to go where they are available.  A much 
higher proportion of students than average are at educational risk at Merredin high school, many of whom are 
indigenous students.  Merredin high school’s resources do not allow for the extra teaching efforts those kids need 
to bring them up to a mean standard.  That results in a classroom full of students at educational risk disrupting 
other students in the class.  Teachers end up trying desperately to manage students at educational risk while other 
students are trying to perform in accordance with mean standards.  That is another problem children have to tell 
mum and dad about at the end of the day.   

The deputy principal told me that only one relief teacher was on his list.  Very often the school cannot get any 
relief teachers, so deputy principals juggle their time among classrooms throughout the day to provide the relief 
teaching.   

The teachers I met yesterday support outcomes-based education, and they would be happy to see it implemented.  
However, they told me that they have great concern about the time frame in which it is due to come into effect.  
One of the teachers who attended a personal development course on outcomes-based education told me that the 
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person doing the training said that he had done only one day’s training on outcomes-based education and that he 
would not be very good at training those teachers.  That was the personal development offered to the teachers of 
Merredin.  They are not saying that they are opposed to outcomes-based education; they are saying that they 
would like to go to a personal development class where the person doing the training knows how to explain it.  
They are not people playing politics; they are probably Labor voters.  They simply told me about their 
experience in the present education system.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I refer to the marketing of education, which is critical.  Representatives of Merredin Senior 
High School used to attend Dowerin Field Day and the Wagin Woolorama to promote Merredin Senior High 
School as a great place for students during their high school years.  The government has not allocated any money 
to Merredin Senior High School’s marketing budget.  Private schools in Perth, which have big budgets, will send 
representatives to Dowerin Field Day to advertise their schools and attract new students.  With the new program 
that it is running, Perth Modern School probably has a similar marketing budget.  The new program at Perth 
Modern School is a fantastic initiative that helps to meet the demand in the state education system.  There is 
nothing for Merredin in the budget - it will not have a presence - yet people wonder why we cannot attract and 
retain not only students, but also a sense of confidence and sustainability in the Merredin education system.   

Merredin Senior High School applied for a new skills centre for vocational education.  Yesterday, I toured the 
vocational education facility at Merredin Senior High School, which is a tin shed that looks as though it was 
built in the 1970s.  Certainly students would not look forward to attending classrooms in that facility.  Merredin 
Senior High School applied for state government funding to upgrade its skills centre - I think the project would 
have cost $600 000 - but it lost out to Mandurah.  Once again, the students in Merredin miss out.  As was stated 
by a member earlier, half the Merredin kids are probably accessing the new skills centre in Mandurah.  There is a 
massive movement of students from regional Western Australia to the coastal communities and the Perth 
metropolitan area.  That problem could have been rectified in this budget.  Unfortunately, it was not.  

I pay credit to the Western Australian College of Agriculture at Cunderdin, the other school in my electorate that 
teaches to year 12.  It is an absolutely fantastic facility that comes under the same Department of Education and 
Training umbrella.  I have spoken about a lot of negatives; however, that college has got it right because it has a 
waiting list.  Indeed, people from Esperance and right across Western Australia ring me in an attempt to get into 
the Western Australian College of Agriculture at Cunderdin. Good education can be provided in regional 
Western Australia; it is being provided in regional Western Australia.  However, the absence of any real drive to 
improve Merredin Senior High School - I am sure that other regional members have similar examples - is 
severely curtailing efforts to provide a strong educational outcome in my electorate.  Not only are we losing 
students from our area, but also we are losing their families.  Much of the population growth in Perth and the 
growth in demand for education and other services in the metropolitan area is coming from country Western 
Australia.  

The district high schools in regional Western Australia, which are very important, are struggling to keep student 
numbers in years 8 to 10.  This is because more and more students, for exactly the same reasons, are choosing to 
attend educational facilities in the metropolitan and coastal areas, or in larger regional towns.  More and more 
students are leaving regional areas when they reach year 8.  Vanessa Murfit, who works in my office in 
Merredin, swore black and blue that her kids would not be sent to boarding school in Perth.  She told me that her 
kids loved the farm and wanted to stay in the wheatbelt.  That sentiment lasted one year.  After one year 
attending school in Merredin, her kids were booked into a private school in Perth.  She desperately wanted to 
support the state school system.  However, after one year she had to send her kids away to school in Perth, 
thereby breaking up her family.  Every member of Parliament should be disappointed that that is happening at 
such a great rate in regional Western Australia.  

Primary schools in my electorate are being rationalised.  In the past two years, four small primary schools in my 
electorate with between 10 and 15 students have been closed.  I supported the families concerned during that 
time.  I was not of the opinion that small schools could deliver a positive educational outcome for those students.  
Closing those small schools and relocating the students to the bigger schools has saved the Department of 
Education and Training a lot of money in recurrent expenditure.  However, in that process we have had to fight 
black and blue to get school buses to transport students to their new schools.  Parents in my electorate are 
constantly in tears because of not only the impact of the closure of the small schools, but also the attitude of the 
Department of Education and Training and the department responsible for school bus services.  This happens 
again and again.   
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I have a letter from a student attending the Trayning Primary School, Catherine Malaspina.  I wrote her a letter 
congratulating her on winning an award for her school year last year, and she wrote me a reply.  She thanked me 
for my letter and then went straight onto the issue she faces.  The letter reads - 

The past five years my mother has been driving us to Kununoppin Hospital.  It takes her twenty three 
minutes to get there and back.    

Her family decided to move closer to Kununoppin so that they could be closer to the bus route.  The letter 
continues - 

But the bus committee will not allow the bus to drive to our house.  My mother and father have written 
letters to the bus committee to change the bus run but they have been unsuccessful.  Hope you are able 
to tell me why my sister and I are treated so differently to the other kids on the bus.   

They have asked for a one-kilometre spur, so that they can be picked up at their own driveway.  They did all the 
work - they showed me the new route - but it is government policy that anything less than two and a half 
kilometres is not allowed.  This is what we are arguing for in the regions.  We are arguing for one kilometre 
extra on a bus run, and we cannot win that argument.  The government wonders why regional Western Australia 
is not too excited about this budget.  We are arguing about one-kilometre bus spurs, and getting knocked back.  
Catherine Malaspina’s family moved to regional Western Australia.  Her father is a cabinet-maker doing a 
fantastic job.  How long they will last, when this is what they are fighting against, is anybody’s guess.  It would 
not surprise me if the Malaspina children, as time goes by, end up being educated in the electorate of the member 
for Yokine, purely because of these sorts of arguments, at a time when our budget is in surplus to the tune of 
$1.981 billion.  That is very disappointing to me.   

In my remaining time, I will quickly mention the Wongutha Christian Aboriginal Parent-Directed School in 
Esperance, which I visited two weeks ago.  We talk about indigenous education, and the Wongutha CAPS is a 
wonderful model.  It is a boarding school.  Most of the kids at Wongutha CAPS are from a wide area of the north 
west, including Pandanus Park, just out of Derby, Cotton Creek, Newman and Kalumburu, and other areas right 
across regional Western Australia.  These kids travel all the way down to Esperance to be educated in a boarding 
facility.  The school has targeted education outcomes purely for Aboriginal children.  They are trained in driving, 
level 1 certificates in hospitality, mechanics, spray painting and other things of that sort.  It is an absolutely 
wonderful example of educating indigenous kids, and getting it right.  I have never met a bunch of indigenous 
kids who were so enthusiastic about their school.  They are absolutely loving it.  Wongutha CAPS is a model for 
us to roll out in the north.  It beats me why kids in the north have to travel all the way to Esperance to access a 
boarding school education.  Why we do not have schools like Wongutha CAPS in Fitzroy Crossing, Halls Creek 
and Karratha defies me.  It is working fantastically well.  No-one really hears too much about it.  I am sure the 
member for Dawesville knows about it.  It should be rolled out in the north west.  The Nationals are committed 
to continuing to raise this as we all try to deal with the challenges of education in indigenous communities in the 
north.  I had not travelled there before this year, but I have now been there four times in the past few months.  
All of us should be more focused on trying to get more positive outcomes in those indigenous communities.  
There is still a $1.981 billion surplus.  I know that $10 million has been allocated to housing in Halls Creek, but I 
do not see much of a focus in this budget on educating kids in those indigenous communities in the north west.  
Members will be hearing a lot more from the Nationals about that, as we try to provide solutions to educational 
problems right across Western Australia.   

I will finish up on school bus issues.  As I said at the beginning of my contribution, three out of every four calls 
that come into my electorate office in Merredin are about education facilities and school buses.  The school bus 
system needs to be torn up and thrown out the door.  It is an absolute disgrace that it can cause so much grief to 
so many people who are just trying to get their kids to school. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  The cost is peanuts. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  That is right.  The department is arguing with one family about a one-kilometre extension to 
the school bus run in their area.  That extension would make the educational outcomes for their children so much 
better.  We have just been given an example of a family whose children attend Quairading District High School.  
Only four kids had been using that school bus service.  However, the two kids halfway along the run have now 
left the school, so the family at the end of the run - which is 35 kilometres from Quairading - have been given a 
letter saying sorry, but there will be no more school bus service for their kids.  That means that family will have 
to do a 35-kilometre round trip to get their kids to school in the morning and another 35-kilometre round trip to 
get their kids home from school in the afternoon.  Members can imagine the turmoil that is causing for that 
family.  Once again, there is a pretty good chance that family will end up in the member for Yokine’s electorate 
if they have to go to those lengths to get their kids to and from school each day.   
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This should not be happening when the government has a $1.981 billion surplus.  However, it is happening 
across regional Western Australia.  Members will be hearing more from the Nationals on this matter.  The school 
bus policy has become extremely mean-spirited.  We cannot get airconditioners on school buses in country 
Western Australia.  It is so hot on those school buses that when the kids get home they have to put icepacks on 
their heads.  Kids are allowed to spend a maximum of 90 minutes on a school bus each day.  Plenty of kids in my 
electorate have to spend 90 minutes each way - an hour and a half to get to school, and an hour and a half to get 
home from school - in a bus that is not airconditioned.  The buses will have seatbelts as that policy is rolled out, 
but they are not airconditioned.  Many of those children have to take a cold bath when they get home so that they 
can recover from the school bus trip - and then we want them to do their homework and achieve at school the 
next day!  We should not be putting these barriers in front of the education of Western Australian kids.  They are 
all Western Australian kids.  Country kids deserve as much as anyone else to have a really good crack at the start 
of their day.  The problem is that the school bus policy no longer fits the demographics of the regions.  The spur 
policy needs to be thrown out.  In fact, we should burn the whole school bus policy and start again, because even 
though we are doing a lot of work in the regions to try to get it right, it is not meeting the demands of the system.  
It needs a radical overhaul; and the sooner that is done, the better it will be for our kids. 

Western Australia is going through a boom.  However, unfortunately that boom seems to stop at the Darling 
scarp.  I have talked about the $440 million of infrastructure spending for the regions.  However, none of that 
infrastructure spending will address the concerns that I have relayed in my 30-minute contribution to this debate, 
and I am sure it will not address the other problems that my colleagues will raise. 
MS K. HODSON-THOMAS (Carine) [5.22 pm]:  I am pleased to follow in the steps of the Leader of the 
Opposition, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the National Party, who have all made a 
valuable contribution to this debate.  I also wish to comment on the 2006-07 budget address given by the 
Treasurer on Thursday of last week.  I join with other members in saying I am deeply disappointed by this year’s 
budget and the government’s rhetoric about looking ahead at the long term - at the horizon, as it has said.  There 
is certainly little evidence to even begin to believe those hollow words.  The Treasurer referred in his speech to 
what he calls dividends, such as -  

•  more resources for key services, in particular to children at risk of abuse, people with disabilities 
and the mentally ill; 

However, when we listen to the people who work at the coalface, or the families who have to deal with these 
day-to-day circumstances, we have to ask ourselves: where are the real dividends?  Those groups have stated 
emphatically that the dividends are truly few and far between.  The Treasurer is simply not walking the talk.  The 
Treasurer talked also about dividends in tax relief.  However, again, all the analysts are confirming what is very 
clear; namely, that Western Australia has become Australia’s highest taxing state.   
These economic good times presented the Treasurer with the opportunity to deliver meaningful tax relief for 
households and businesses alike.  However, instead of ensuring that these economic good times will provide 
meaningful tax cuts for families and businesses, the Treasurer missed the golden opportunity presented to him.  
Consequently, Western Australian taxpayers are the big losers.  I believe this Treasurer will be remembered as 
the Treasurer who mismanaged the good times, and I also believe that the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure will be remembered as the minister who mismanaged the state’s biggest infrastructure project; that 
is, the Perth-Mandurah railway, or the so-called “on-time” and “on-budget” rail link.  Members know full well 
that that project will continue to run overbudget and its completion date will continue to run behind schedule.  It 
highlights again what the opposition has been saying in this place for a long time: the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure’s hasty decision when the Labor Party came into government in 2001 to change the route of the 
Perth-Mandurah railway will leave this state with a huge financial burden, in spite of the announcement by the 
Treasurer that the government will retire the railway’s debt.  Certainly, no amount of spin by this government to 
cover the true cost of the railway line will convince the mums and dads in the community who are trying to 
access basic services that this government is seriously looking at the horizon.   
I today asked a question of the Minister for Tourism, and she simply disregarded some of the figures that I 
presented.  I will refer to the budget papers so that members will get a true understanding of what the figures to 
which I referred relate to.  The budget papers indicate that the total estimated actual cost of services in 2005-06 
is $65 823 million, and the equivalent figure for 2006-07 is $61 213 million.  The forward estimate for 2007-08 
decreases from the 2006-07 estimated actual cost to $53 million; in 2008-09, the figure is $49 million; and 2009-
10, again, $49 million.  That hardly represents a commitment to investing in tourism, an industry that is so 
important to the state.  I address the lack of funding to a significant industry, which, according to page 771 of the 
government’s budget papers, will be second only to agriculture in size by 2010.  Given the importance of the 
tourism industry, how can the government justify massive funding cuts in this industry, especially in light of the 
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huge budget surplus?  In real terms, funding to the tourism sector has been cut by a significant amount, and that 
is demonstrated by the figures to which I referred in the budget papers.  It is simply not good enough.  Clearly, 
there is no leadership by the Minister for Tourism or the government for an industry that was worth $4.2 billion, 
especially at a time when the industry is suffering from rising fuel costs.  A quick snapshot of this important 
industry highlights how this government’s neglect is crippling the tourism industry.  The value of tourism to 
Western Australian crashed by almost $200 million last year.  Between 2003 and 2005, domestic tourism 
expenditure decreased by 9.5 per cent; interstate tourism expenditure decreased by 12.8 per cent; the number of 
inbound Japanese visitors decreased by 7.1 per cent; and the potentially lucrative inbound Chinese market 
decreased by 11.7 per cent.  These decreases have occurred despite Australia, overall, enjoying double-figure 
growth during the same period.  That is not what the minister indicated in her reply to my question, yet those 
statistics come out of the budget papers.  Amazingly, the government has cut interstate and international 
marketing to the core - that is, by over 10 per cent - in the 2006-07 budget.  That is unbelievable.   
Furthermore, the Premier stated that Western Australia can be made more exciting and vibrant by increasing 
retail trading hours.  That is interesting given the result of the recent referendum.  However, let the Premier have 
his view and make those comments.  A massive cut of 10 per cent in event tourism, which is very important for 
the state, undermines EventsCorp.  It is hardly looking at the long-term future of tourism and the horizon to 
which the Treasurer and Premier have referred in this place.  Event tourism is a market that is highly 
competitive.  When this government is compared with other state governments, a person does not have to be a 
rocket scientist to realise why this state is going backwards in this area, particularly considering the new 
convention centres being built in Australia and South East Asia.  For example, the convention centre in Cairns 
was allocated $9 million for refurbishment.  In Melbourne, a new convention centre is being constructed, in 
addition to the already existing exhibition centre.  The Victorian state government has committed $367 million to 
this project.  A new convention centre is also being built in Darwin.  Therefore, one might ask: how is Perth’s 
convention centre measuring up against those in the other states, especially given that it is a brand-new facility?  
However, the brand-new facility has a giant eyesore adjacent to it - yes, the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure’s own monument: the future tunnel for the Perth-Mandurah railway!  On the one hand, there are 
budget cuts in the convention market and business tourism, and, on the other hand, there is a delayed railway 
tunnel that detracts from the visual appeal of and the views from the convention centre.  It clearly is not helpful 
in attracting a very important market to the state.  The government should ensure that this wonderful facility does 
not become a white elephant.  When we consider the events in other states and what they are attracting, Western 
Australia is not even in the same ballpark.  Why?  It is because this government is not committed to tourism or 
event tourism, and the minister is not taking up the challenge to drive the industry forward. 

Perth is a fantastic place, and so is Western Australia.  However, people could be forgiven for asking: what was 
the last exciting event held in Perth?  Melbourne had the Commonwealth Games and the 2006 Formula 1 
Foster’s Australian Grand Prix within a week of each other.  Quite simply, this Labor state government is willing 
to let the tourism industry miss out on the economic prosperity of a post-resource boom.  This has strong flow-on 
effects on the regional economies that rely heavily on the tourist dollar.  This spurn came just weeks after the 
Treasurer mocked me in Parliament about regional tourism.  I have looked through the budget papers, and I can 
see no clear direction and no clear policies or strategies from the Minister for Tourism to lead the tourism 
industry forward and out of its current economic slide - an economic slide that, in my mind, should simply not be 
happening. 

There are no innovative infrastructure projects, no funding to attract business tourism and no events announced.  
There is simply nothing on the horizon.  At a time when the government is talking about making Perth more 
exciting and vibrant, the minister, the Treasurer and the Premier are all asleep at the wheel.  Not only is there a 
lack of leadership and direction, but also there are some notable absences in the budget papers - most notably 
two reports to the minister’s office.  The first is the report on the key performance indicators of Tourism WA by 
Research Solutions, and the second is the report of the Ministerial Taskforce to the Minister for Tourism: 
Review of Adventure Tourism Visitor Safety in Western Australia.  As I understand, the report to Tourism WA 
by Research Solutions indicates that small tourism operators are critical of the way in which the industry is being 
managed by this government.  However, it is typical of the government that this report has not seen the light of 
day.  It reflects again the government’s lack of transparency and accountability.  As I understand it, that report 
has not been tabled in the Parliament.  The government announced the establishment of a ministerial task force 
to review visitor safety in adventure tourism.  I am led to believe that that task force has reported to the minister.  
Amazingly, that task force was composed of bureaucrats, with no tourism operators, guides or industry 
representatives on it.  Not only is this arrogant, but also, because of the absence of direct expert input in a highly 
specialised sector, the government has shown its total disregard for visitor safety.  When will the minister table 
the recommendations of that task force and act on them?  
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I want to know whether the Premier, the Treasurer or the minister can please explain to the people of Western 
Australia why, at a time of massive economic surpluses, a key industry such as tourism is struggling and having 
its budget cut.  It is just not good enough, particularly when other states are moving forwards while Western 
Australia is moving backwards.   

I now focus on the area of small business.  On page 1173 of the Budget Statements, under “Significant issues and 
trends”, we read - 

Buoyant economic conditions over the last year have provided an ideal climate for small businesses to 
succeed . . . however . . . as part of their risk management planning, should be ensuring their business 
systems and fundamentals are sufficiently robust to withstand any future softening in economic activity. 

More importantly, it adds - 

. . . small businesses in regional areas are having to meet high wage costs, as well as inflated costs for 
staff housing and rental accommodation.  These pressures are restricting the ability of small business to 
grow and develop further, as well as take advantage of opportunities presented by the boom. 

The budget papers show that 35 business enterprise centres were downsized to 26 small business centres.  
Perhaps the minister would like to explain to Parliament, and more importantly to small businesses of Western 
Australia, how downsizing the BECs will improve small business competitiveness.  The Sensis business index 
for small and medium business enterprises shows that regional confidence in this government has dropped by a 
significant amount to somewhere in the vicinity of 31 per cent.  That is an outrageous figure, but it highlights yet 
again that small businesses have no confidence in this state government.  It best illustrates this government’s 
lack of coordinated policy direction for the small business sector in regional areas.  Regional confidence in 
Western Australia was the lowest in the country at just 46 per cent in February 2006, but it has dropped to 31 per 
cent.   

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  It has all changed since I have become the minister. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I am sure it has all changed under the minister.  He is not even sitting in his seat.  
If he wants to interject, I am quite happy to take an interjection from him at any time.   

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  I am just making a point. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  The minister should sit in his seat.   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Dr S.C. Thomas):  If I may interrupt, it is standard procedure that the member 
acting in the Whip’s position is allowed to speak from the Whip’s seat.  I will grant the minister some leeway 
under the current circumstances.   

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  The minister has been demoted to Whip!  

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order! 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  That is an indication of the confidence of his peers, is it? 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  It is multiskilling. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  The member for Perth is not in his seat.  If he speaks again, he will be called to 
order. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  This is hardly a glowing report for a government during an economic boom.  
Another small business group sent me a copy of a letter that was sent to the Premier on 23 March 2006.  It 
states - 

Dear Premier 

Re: STATE TAXES - Small Business 
Further to your joint Media Statement with the Treasurer of 21 March 2006, wherein you outlined the 
Government’s taxation agenda, we wish to convey to you in the strongest possible terms our abject 
disgust in the lack of tax relief you have delivered to small business. 

Notwithstanding the Labor Government’s pledge that it would not increase taxes and would “look 
after” small business, the contrary has in fact been the case, with successive Labor Governments 
imposing upon small business a progressively onerous tax burden. 
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And, by not providing any meaningful relief when it is within the Government’s capability to do so is, 
in our view, a clear demonstration of the Government’s contempt for small business. 

We can only trust that this situation will be seriously addressed in the near future. 

We can only trust that the Minister for Small Business will act on that letter and advocate on behalf of those 
small businesses.   

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  The same person wrote to me. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  What is the minister doing about it?   

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  He wrote a different letter to me about John Howard’s goods and services tax and its 
effect on his business.  He said he had never been so disadvantaged in all his life and that he had been in 
business for 20 years.  I said I would work very hard to try to overcome it for him by getting rid of the Howard 
government.  He was very pleased with that answer.   

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  The minister is not convincing me.  I suspect that John Howard will remain in 
power at the next federal election.  The minister’s government is definitely on the nose.   

I seek an extension of time in which to speak. 

Several members interjected. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I thought the minister enjoyed our cross-chamber banter. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  What about the mercy rule? 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I think the mercy rule comes into operation when the member stands to speak! 

Perhaps the minister can explain to the small business sector how failing to take the opportunity for tax reform 
will assist the competitiveness of small business in the national and global markets.  I do not think that he can, 
nor do I think he has a commitment to it. 

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  Small business is booming.  I visited the Rockingham chamber of commerce this 
morning for a breakfast.  Does the member know what they wrote?  I will show the member the invitation.  They 
stated that they had no issues - that is the first thing they said.  When I went down there, Rick Palmer, ex Liberal 
candidate and president of the local branch, said that small business is booming.  The member should ring him 
up and tell him that I told her.  Ask him to verify that that was what he said this morning. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Thank you.  I am very pleased to see Mr Acting Speaker (Dr S.C. Thomas) in the 
chair, as he is the opposition spokesman for the environment.  He knows that I have an interest in the 
environment - 

Mr N.R. Marlborough interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Dr S.C. Thomas):  Order!  I am trying to listen to the member. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I will not digress because I want to make a couple of points.  They are important 
to me.  They should be important to everybody because the environment impacts on tourism and small business 
and a raft of other areas. 

Mr N.R. Marlborough interjected. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  The minister can make his speech in due course.  I have allowed him enough 
latitude to have some cross-chamber banter.  This is my turn to speak. 

I was expecting so much from this budget.  The budget states that more resources will be committed to the 
environment, science and innovation.  One then thinks, “Go on, Treasurer, tell us more”.  However, that is it, 
zip - nothing more.  There is only one line in the budget referring to the environment, science and innovation.  
Mr Acting Speaker has thoroughly examined the budget papers to see what commitment the government is 
making to the Swan River.  The river is the centrepiece of our city.  Only a few weeks ago we listened to the new 
Minister for the Environment speak about the new legislation that came before the house. 

Mr M. McGowan:  You listened intently. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Yes, we listened to the minister intently.  Members on this side of the house are 
very committed to seeing financial resources being allocated to a very important piece of legislation to ensure the 
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wellbeing and health of the river, yet in the budget papers there is hardly anything.  I know that the opposition 
spokesman for the environment will speak at some length about that.   

I will talk briefly about the issue of teachers, police, doctors and nurses.  The number of people in those 
professions exiting the system is amazing.  The government has had to go to the United Kingdom to find extra 
police officers and to attract nurses and doctors to the state.  Where is the investment in the people of Western 
Australia?  I suggest that there is no investment. 

I will briefly talk about my electorate.  I took the liberty of visiting the Carine Primary School yesterday.  The 
school has a real issue with asbestos cladding.  I suspect that this is an issue right across the state.  I understood 
that there was an asbestos replacement program.  However, it simply does not seem to be happening.  I have 
been contacted by the Carine Senior High School in addition to the Carine Primary School in their endeavours to 
have the asbestos removed from the schools.  There is concern by parents and teachers that those children will be 
at risk because of the asbestos.  I encourage the government to renew the asbestos replacement program.  I 
suspect that all schools in all electorates, even those in the member for Dawesville’s electorate, have asbestos.  
The previous government put in place the asbestos roof replacement program, as the member for Dawesville will 
know. 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  That is right, and there was a real commitment to the replacement program.  It is 
not happening in this time of economic boom.  It is of major concern that this government is not driving that 
program. 

I will now talk briefly about teachers.  I received an e-mail from a teacher whose name I will not provide.  She 
states -  

Today, n the Goldfields area of our State they are 16 teachers short, administrative positions in the 
south-west are unable to be filled.  Our kids are losing out. 

At the same time the Government boasts of a $2-billion dollar surplus. 
I believe that the Government should direct some of this surplus funding into the educating of our 
children for the future benefit of our State. 

That highlights yet again that the investment in our state, our children and our future is not being made, and it 
should alarm all of us.  The Leader of the National Party spoke in great detail about education and the inequities 
between the metropolitan region and regional Western Australia.  He is quite right.  We must ask ourselves why 
families are exiting regional centres and townships, because there are so many inequities and because they want 
to seek opportunities in the education system that is run by the state government.  Is there no real commitment to 
regional Western Australia?  I think there simply is no commitment by the state government.  I am sure that my 
country colleagues on this side of the chamber will make further comments on that matter. 
MR P.B. WATSON (Albany - Parliamentary Secretary) [5.47 pm]:  I thank you, Mr Acting Speaker, for the 
opportunity to talk about the budget that was handed down by the Treasurer last week.  It was interesting to hear 
the member for Merredin, the Leader of the National Party, condemn the lack of things that have been done in 
country areas.  He obviously did not talk about what has happened.  He raised issues such as roads, power and 
water infrastructure and the education system.  His party was in power in the previous coalition government for 
eight years.  I know that some of these things could happen overnight, but a number of these things were not 
done under the previous coalition government.  I know that the Gallop and Carpenter Labor governments have 
spent a lot of money on infrastructure in regional areas.  I thought that the member for Merredin, as a country 
member, would be pleased.  It was a little perplexing to hear him say that Country Labor members should vote 
against this budget when so many country areas are being looked after. 

The member for Merredin referred to the farmer next door to him who cannot access private school education, so 
he is going to sell his farm for $5 million and move to Perth.  I am sure that some of my constituents would like 
the opportunity to sell their house or farm for $5 million.  The member said that the family will be moving to 
Yokine.  If they sell their house for $5 million, I do not think they will be moving to Yokine; it is more likely 
that they will be moving to Peppermint Grove.  I know there are issues in country areas, but we must look at the 
positives in the budget.  Quite often I get accused - especially by the Acting Speaker (Dr S.C. Thomas) - because 
Albany is well looked after.  People say that members who represent marginal seats have a better chance of 
getting things done in their electorates.  However, when we consider how many members of the caucus represent 
marginal seats, it gets back to not only the local member, but also the community of Albany.  I work very closely 
with the City of Albany, the Great Southern Development Commission and the Albany Port Authority.  All those 
groups have a common goal, which is to provide better resources for the people in our region. 
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I referred during question time to a serious issue regarding bombs in the Albany harbour.  The Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure referred to a very good article in The Weekend Australian last weekend in which a 
judge was very critical of the federal government for wasting money on that issue.  The federal government is 
the only government that would ever have had the opportunity to leave bombs in the harbour.  It is disappointing 
that the federal National Party and Liberal Party members have not supported their Western Australian 
colleagues.  The Albany port serves our region.  Grains, minerals and timber are shipped through the port, which 
is in the member for Stirling’s electorate.  I have often lobbied him and the National Party and the Liberal Party, 
and I have written to each Western Australian senator and each Western Australian member of the House of 
Representatives on the matter.  It is disappointing that none of them has supported us on this issue, which is 
above party politics. 
I now refer to young Sophie Delezio, the young girl who had a second serious accident recently.  I have had a 
few health problems over the past couple of years.  When I was doorknocking during the election, my health was 
not the best, and I carried a little photo of Sophie in my clipboard of her coming out of hospital with two feet and 
an arm missing and bandages around her head.  Despite that, Sophie and her mum and dad were smiling.  No 
matter how bad I felt, every time I looked at that photo, it kept me going.  I do not know whether this message 
will get out to Sophie and her family, but I have never seen a braver person in Australia.  We give knighthoods 
to people who do certain things.  I say a prayer for little Sophie each night, and I am sure that most Western 
Australians do.  I hope she has a speedy recovery. 
This is a wonderful budget for Western Australia.  It is a social budget.  It was reported in the media in Albany 
that I helped to get money for the Men’s Resource Centre, the Juvenile Action Group and Young House, which 
are centres that deal with young people and men with health problems.  These social issues have been neglected 
by all governments over time.  It is great to see the member for Mandurah as the Minister for Community 
Development.  He is a very different sort of person.  This is the first budget debate in which he has not had a 
crack at me, so I am getting in early.  He is very personable.  When he became the Minister for Community 
Development, the first thing he did was telephone all volunteer groups in Western Australia and introduce 
himself to them.  That was very well regarded in our region.  I know that he does a tremendous job.  We worked 
very hard to get money for Janette Kostos from Young House and the Albany Youth Outreach, which was 
formerly known as the juvenile action group, and Andrew Markovs at the Men’s Resource Centre.  They do a 
tremendous job.  The Men’s Resource Centre has been a focal point for me since I have been involved in 
politics.  Many men are dying from prostate cancer because they will not have it checked, and they are dying 
from lung cancer.  Country men in particular believe that they are too tough to go to a doctor and they do not 
want anyone to give them a digital. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  I enjoy it! 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  The member for Yokine might have his choices.  We must get these people to go to a 
doctor, because it beats the other option: a friend of mine said that there was no way he would get a check and he 
died within two years.  The option is available for people to have those checks, and the more we get the message 
out about them, the better.  I was in Melbourne recently talking to a group of men called “Men in Sheds”.  The 
men form committees and have meetings in a relaxed environment.  Different groups are introduced to talk to 
them about men’s health issues.  They feel that they are not pressured into going to the meetings as they are 
entering their own environment.  Those groups have been very successful. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  There is one in Esperance. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Yes, and there are groups in Manjimup, Fremantle and Donnybrook. 

I believe that when members contribute to the debate on the budget, they should talk about activities that are 
happening in their electorates.  I jotted down some activities in which people in my electorate, of whom I am 
very proud, have participated in the past 12 months.  In “Seniors”, Colin “Scruffo” Edwards at 74 years of age 
received the WA Country Cricket Services Award.  Noel Sewell at 68 years of age won the Albany Golf Club A-
grade competition.  Robert and Inez Smart celebrated their seventieth wedding anniversary in January.  Albert 
and June Bunker celebrated their sixtieth wedding anniversary in April.  Bill Price at 74 years of age had his 
best-ever performance in winning the 600-metre and aggregate events at the prestigious Queen’s Prize Rifle 
Shoot.  The member for Collie-Wellington might still be able to fire a shot at age 74 years, which would be a 
really good thing! 

In “Training”, Lidia Rozlapa and her staff at Great Southern Regional College of TAFE continue to provide 
quality training and vocational education services to the region.  Among this year’s winners were: Lennard 
Guetlich, the Most Improved First-Year Apprentice Award; Nigel De Snoo, Achievement Award for Advanced 
Diploma Accounting; Kaylene Ferrell, Student Commendation Award; Lauchlan Gillett, Excellence in Non-
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Teaching Award; Tim Jozwiak, Apprentice of the Year Award; and Anne Moroni, Vocational Student of the 
Year Award.  Anne is a mother who separated from her husband and wanted to start a career, so she went back 
to work and decided to become an accountant.  She is a real role model not only for women in the community 
but also for anyone who wants to get back into the work force; congratulations, Anne. 

Other award winners were: Sandra Nostrini, the Barnesby Ford Enterprise Award; Julie-Anne Brooks, National 
Bank Business Award; Drew Mayfield, Excellence Award in Metal Fabrication; and Greg Sercombe, Benno 
Lange Award for Land Care.  Special mention also goes to Brendan Mandzij, who is employed by Dave Smith 
Auto Repairs.  I saw Brendan yesterday.  He is in the third year of his apprenticeship.  He represented Western 
Australia at the WorldSkills Australia National Competition last year and again this year, winning silver and 
bronze in the category of Automotive Mechanics, making him one of the best young tradespeople in Australia.  
This is a young boy who has taken up an apprenticeship in a small regional town, has been encouraged by Dave 
Smith and his staff, and is one of the top three tradespeople in Australia.  That is a tremendous performance. 

In sport, Dave Willmer had two holes in one during a round at Little Grove golf course in October.  Dave is also 
a talented cross-country runner and at the recent Masters Games he won the 5 000-metre event in his age group 
in a record time of 19 minutes; so I am glad that I did not run! 

Emma Benson, Kelly Burlikowski and Shamara Wills were selected in the Country All Star Indoor Hockey 
Squad, this being the second time that Kelly has made the team.  Chad Hitchcock was the winner of the Joe 
Menegola Award for Best Junior Cricketer.  Chad comes from a very proud sporting family in Albany.  His 
father also played on the cricket side, and I think his younger brother is coming up through the younger grades.  
Paul Tester won the Reside Shield for services to basketball, which is a very coveted award in Albany for 
basketball.  Craig Tonkin won the A-grade Umpires Player of the Year Award, the A-grade Captains Player of 
the Year Award and was selected in the Australian Country XI for the second time.  Craig is a tremendous 
sportsman in Albany and is a great role model for young children.  Terry Williams played his 150th game for 
North Albany Football Club in April.  Terry captained the club in 2000 and played in last year’s drought-
breaking premiership side, which North Albany won.  It was a tremendous performance and a lot of celebrating 
went on.  The next day I took $100 worth of pizzas to them, which lasted about two seconds.  It was great to 
have beery footballers give me a kiss for bringing them food; it is something I will remember to tell my 
grandchildren! 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  I’m starting to worry about you! 

Mr D.A. Templeman:  And you called me strange! 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I said I did not like it, and I second the motion!   

Michael Daw was the leading goal kicker in the reserves of the Great Southern Football League.  Matt McGuire 
won the Syd Harper Award for the Best Under-21 A-grade Cricketer.  Bill Parker won the Kleeman Medal in the 
Great Southern Football League; he actually cleaned up and won it quite easily.  It was a very well-deserved 
award.  Brett Turpin was awarded Western Australian Country Ambassador for NAB AFL Auskick.  Callum 
Dowell won the Albany Junior Sportsperson of the Year Award in 2005 and represented WA in Malaysia, 
winning silver in the 800-metre and 1 500-metre events.  He also won gold in the 800-metre at both the state and 
country championships.  It is good to see that Callum is competing in the proper events!  James Robinson won 
the Best and Fairest Award in men’s A-grade basketball.  He is only a young player and he beat a field of rather 
seasoned performers who have been around a long time.  It was a big surprise.  I umpired a couple of games that 
James played and I saw a very promising player. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Prior to the suspension of the sitting for dinner, I was mentioning some of the people who 
have done very well in sport in Albany over the past 12 months.  Before I continue, I would like to wish Danny 
Green, a Western Australian boy, the best of luck tomorrow against Anthony Mundine.  I always say that on a 
sporting field it is not the talk that gets one there, it is the effort.  I hope it is a very good fight.   

Dr K.D. Hames:  I hope he knocks his block off.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I hope it is a good fight and that Danny Green wins quite easily.  They are both Australians 
so we like to barrack for them but I think Anthony Mundine does get people offside with his attitude sometimes.   

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  Best in the west.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Yes, he is the best in the west.  The opposition spokesman on sport and recreation is very 
disappointed that we are not cancelling Parliament tomorrow night. 
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[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I will now mention some of the other people from Albany who have done very well in 
sport.  Dean Thornton qualified for the prestigious Hawaiian Ironman Triathlon.  One day he decided that he 
wanted to compete in triathlons.  He competed in his third Australian championship this year with a terrific 
performance to finish third in the 40 to 44-year age group.  For a guy in his early 40s to go in the Hawaiian 
Ironman Triathlon sets a tremendous example to other people in the community.  Dean has just started but he has 
put himself through the grades and he is going to compete in the Hawaiian Ironman Triathlon.  I do not know the 
distance of the swim or bike legs but I know that a 42.2-kilometre marathon is run at the end of the race.  
Anyone who can do that is very dedicated.   

Fourteen-year-old Jack Grimshaw has had a stellar basketball season, including best and fairest in the Albany 
Basketball Association under-16 league, which included a 50-point game.  A successful Country Week 
campaign in February saw him picked for the state tryouts.  Jack started playing only two years ago and has the 
goal of breaking into the state team.   

Lower Great Southern tennis players finished the season with some great results at the state Country Zone 
Challenge at the State Tennis Centre.  The under-12 A team of Ainsley Harrison, Natasha Keesing, Matt 
Thompson and Ben Thiess ran out winners in the division 2 title.  The Lower Great Southern girls, who were 
successful at the Foundation Cup in November, again performed exceptionally well with the under-14 B Team of 
Tess Brinsden, Sophie Ingram, Gabe Crowe and Caden Allison making it into the division 1 final.  The under-16 
A players also played well, with Hannah Horwitz going through the tournament undefeated in singles then 
teaming with Ashleigh Bairstow in the doubles, dropping only one match in the tournament.  Coach David Kerr 
said it was great to see such depth for the teams to make division 1 or 2 in every event after making only division 
3 or 4 a few years ago.  I congratulate David Kerr.  We have a large number of promising young tennis players in 
our region.  We are trying to get a tennis centre in Albany in the near future as part of the overall Albany Leisure 
and Aquatic Centre project.  We hope some proper facilities can be provided for these young athletes because 
there are some very talented people among them.  Lee Loxton and Sharlene Reddin were members of the 
Western Australian women’s team, which finished third in the prestigious Queens Prize event.   

Geoff Faulkes competed at both the national and world championships in trap shooting.  Trap shooting is almost 
like playing golf with a shotgun: instead of whacking the ball with a club, the shooter whacks a flying target with 
a shotgun.  I do not know whether anyone here has tried it.  In my previous life when I was involved in a sports 
show on the ABC in Albany, I went out one day and did a bit of trap shooting.  My son hit six out of 10, and I 
did not hit any.  It is much more difficult than it looks, but not so difficult for people who have good reflexes. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  I have tried with those flapper things, but they were ducks, and we’re not allowed to shoot 
ducks.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  We would not do that.  At the trap shooting world championships, Geoff Faulkes was a 
member of the gold medal winning five-man team.  He competed against more than 600 shooters from around 
the world, and finished fourteenth in the individual event.  It was a tremendous performance from a regional area 
such as Albany.  The Albany Lever Action Club is holding the state shooting championships in Albany over the 
Foundation Day long weekend.  The club is hoping for a good result after its members performed well at the 
national championships.  Albany has an excellent record at the state championships having won more 
competitions than any of the Perth clubs.  
Graeme McSweeney won the Far Western Championships in speedway, Ron Belfield won the national 
production sedan titles and Drew Edwards was second in the state street stock title.   
Lorraine Grixti received the Scouting WA Outstanding Service Award and Greg Henderson received a Scouting 
WA Silver Wattle Award for their contribution and dedication to the scouting movement in Albany.  Shirley 
Robinson was awarded for her 35-year service to Scouting WA.  Shirley works day in, day out, every week for 
the scouts in Albany and for Scouting WA.  She is a tremendous role model as one of our many volunteers in 
Albany.  
Mr A.J. Simpson:  It’s National Volunteer Week as well. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  Yes, it is.  Margaret Martin was awarded Albany’s Active Citizenship Award for 2006.  
Margaret is an amazing lady, who has made an outstanding contribution to our community through her passion 
for health issues and volunteer work with many organisations.  Ashleigh Brady was the winner in the under-25 
category.  At age 16, he has amassed a truly impressive record of community involvement and volunteer work.  
When young Ashley spoke yesterday at the opening of the volunteer awards in Albany, she showed tremendous 
poise for someone so young.  
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The Albany Classic Motor Event organising committee won the community group or event category.  A small, 
hardworking group of people is responsible for putting on one of Albany’s most spectacular events.  Each year it 
takes 160 volunteers to construct and dismantle the track, and 100 track attendants and 30 officials to help run a 
day that draws 8 000 people and 100 drivers to Albany.  This is the seventieth anniversary of the event, and I 
encourage everyone to come to Albany on the Foundation Day weekend to see classic cars racing on and around 
the track.  
Mr T.R. Sprigg:  Good idea.  
Mr P.B. WATSON:  Yes.  It is the first classic car race to be held in Australia around the suburbs.  The sight of 
all those old cars racing around the streets of Albany might not sound very exciting, but they can be pretty 
speedy.  Some of the drivers are pretty competitive.  They love their cars so much that they cloak them in cotton 
wool all year and I am sure that some of the owners sleep in them.  
Dr K.D. Hames:  If you talked about the budget, we could give you a hard time but we have to sit here quietly 
when you talk about stuff like that!   
Mr P.B. WATSON:  I have made a few speeches in budget debates and after listening to other members’ 
speeches, I have realised that this is probably the best way to go!   
Albany has produced some great musicians throughout the years.  This Anzac Day our local band Homebrewe 
played at the London Hotel to raise $2 000, which it donated to the Albany branch of the Returned and Services 
League.  Band members Rory Keys, and Kohen, Casey and Dillon Grogan, along with their mother, Marlene 
Grogan, were the driving force behind the event called “Youth Supporting Spirit of Anzac”.  Albany RSL 
president, “Digger” Cleak, and London Hotel owner, Damien Humphries, provided support for the boys.  I was 
very pleased to be able to donate the T-shirts that the young people wore on Anzac Day.  They helped organise 
everything for the diggers and all the people there on the day.  It was great to see the youth involved, because 
they are our future.  The event will be held annually, with Marlene and the boys already throwing around ideas 
about making it bigger and better next year.  The Grogan family are typical of the families who live in country 
areas.  Young Casey was nominated for a youth award a couple of years ago.  He and his band are willing to play 
at any function.  When we were raising money for the Nathan Drew Memorial Trust, Casey and his family were 
right behind us.  The Grogans are a tremendous part of our community and are typical of people who live in 
country areas.  When people hold events to raise money, they are the first people to become involved.   
The Albany Volunteer Centre helps more than 180 local volunteers get the most out of their volunteering 
experience.  Thanks must go to past coordinator Julie Yusop, who showed a passion for the job and a love of 
working with community groups.  Natasha Harslett, who has taken over as coordinator - she organised 
yesterday’s meeting - is looking forward to increasing the number of volunteers on the centre’s books.  
Dr K.D. Hames:  I reckon five years ago your tie would have hung straight down.  It has got a bit of curvature to 
it now.   
Mr P.B. WATSON:  When I went to China recently I lost a lot of weight.  I suggest that the member for 
Dawesville take the same trip.   

Volunteer Michelle Pardini, who also volunteers for SIDS and Kids, told me that she loves volunteering and 
described the happiness she feels after making a contribution that helps.  

Albany Silver Chain palliative care nurse Lyn Charlesworth received an Excellence in Nursing award last week.  
Each year Silver Chain marks International Nurses’ Day, which is held on the birthday of Florence Nightingale, 
to acknowledge nurses through awards for nursing excellence.  Lyn, who has worked at Silver Chain for five 
years, said that the award is a highlight of her nursing career.  When Lyn started she felt that caring for clients 
and supporting them in their homes was everything that she believed in.  The award recognises that nursing 
excellence is a combination of many things including advanced skills, a commitment to continued learning and a 
dedication to care.  

I refer to education.  Albany Senior High School won the best regional school at the United Nations Youth 
Association mock security council at Parliament House.  The team of year 11 students Sarah Cole and Daniel 
Martin was selected from 55 other teams from across Western Australia to be one of the 15 finalists in the 
Hammarskjold Trophy Competition.  Sarah said that it was a great experience and that it will help them decide 
what they want to do when they leave school.  Congratulations must also go to history teacher Will Richards for 
helping Sarah and Daniel become the sixth team from Albany Senior High School to reach the finals since 2000.  
That is typical of Albany Senior High School.  It does well at Country Week every year.  It also does well 
educationally.   
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Teacher Peter Bolt was chosen to represent Western Australian public schools and sail on westernaustralia.com 
in the Clipper Round the World Yacht Race.  Peter spent six weeks on the yacht serving as an ambassador for 
WA public schools and relaying information from the yacht to Western Australian students.  Apart from always 
being in damp or wet gear and wearing the same thermals for four weeks, the leg across the north Pacific Ocean 
was one of the toughest of his sailing experiences.  I am glad I did not meet him on the dock.  Peter sailed in 50-
knot winds wearing ski goggles to protect his eyes from the horizontal ice spray.  The skipper had to resort to 
slamming the yacht off the back of waves to bust the ice free from the rigging, and for three days of that leg, 
Peter had never been so cold in his life.  
Albany has a thriving and growing business community.  An example of this is Trish and Ralph Flowers from 
Bay Merchants, who won a Special Commendation Marketing and Design award at last year’s WA Industry 
Export Awards.  Trish is an entrepreneur who is passionate about Albany and the range of quality regional 
produce. 
Mr J. McGrath:  Are they going to get high-rises down there one day? 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I will get a rise from the member for South Perth in a moment when I talk about the 
member for Kalgoorlie eyeing off his seat.   

The Albany Chamber of Commerce is one of the oldest branches in the state and is very active in serving the 
interests of its members and in promoting Albany’s Buy Local campaign.  My number plates have “Buy Local” 
on them, so wherever I go I am passing on the Buy Local message throughout the region.  The contribution made 
by president Ian Howard and chief executive officer Jo Hummerston to ensure that Albany continues to grow 
and develop as a vibrant place to live and do business is to be applauded   
Winners at the Albany Chamber of Commerce awards night were the Albany and Great Southern Weekender, 
edited by Wayne Harrington; the Albany Youth Support Association, managed by Janette Kostas - it is great to 
see there was some money for that organisation in the budget - the Great Southern Grammar School, where 
principal Peter Walsh has done a tremendous job; Lush Garden Gallery, owned by Maxine Beeck and Leslie Van 
Ross; Norman House Bed and Breakfast, run by Wayne and Pam Stockley; Elaine Powell of Scrapbook Designs; 
Southern Edge Arts, which is one of the youth groups in Albany and is managed by Douglas Walker; and T4 
Technology, owned by Stuart Evans.   
I will mention the police in Albany.  I have a meeting once a month with Ross Thomasini, the district 
superintendent.  The police are always very helpful with any issues in the area that I raise.  We are very lucky 
with the police in our area.  They cover a very large area - the whole great southern region.  Ross Thomasini and 
the police in Albany and the great southern do a tremendous job.  They are always willing to help people.  I have 
not had a complaint about the police since I have been in the job.  They do a tremendous job in Albany, and I 
congratulate the police, the detectives and the road traffic officers.  They are not always appreciated, but I and 
the constituents I represent think they do a tremendous job.  
Some issues in Albany still need to be looked at.  Carers’ respite is a huge problem.  There are more that 800 
carers in Albany, and some of them are in really dire straits.  No respite is available.  I will be working with the 
federal and state governments on that.  Albany has a very senior population.  Many farmers from the hinterland 
retire to Albany, and people also come from Perth.  I can understand why - it is the best place in the world.   

I congratulate the Albany Racing Club on what it has done.  There have been some problems down there, but the 
Minister for Racing and Gaming has made money available to fix the sand track.  People do not really appreciate 
how much racing does for the region.  It employs a lot of people, and a lot of other people lose a lot of money 
through the TAB, which goes to charity.  Many people are involved in the racing industry.  There are some 
tremendous trainers in Albany, including Paul Hunter, Steve Wolfe and others.  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Don’t leave anyone out, or you’ll be in deep trouble.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I think I missed someone.  I congratulate the Albany Racing Club.  It has copped a bit of 
flak, but everything has now been sorted out.  Racing and Wagering Western Australia has sorted out the track, 
and I wish the club all the best of luck in the future.   

Albany at the moment is going very well.  We have a very good community there, and this budget will be good 
for the community, especially in dealing with the social issues.  Some more money is needed, but I am very 
happy with the budget, and I commend it to the house.  

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [7.18 pm]:  My electorate covers some 1 259 square kilometres.  
I think it is the second largest metropolitan seat.  It has some diverse needs, much like those of other electorates.  
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The electorate takes in the residential area at Canning Vale, the farmland in the Serpentine area and the orchards 
in the hills at Roleystone and Jarrahdale.  It is a diverse electorate, and its needs reflect this.   

One issue that has been left out of the budget is the possibility of stamp duty relief for first home buyers.  As it is 
in an outer metropolitan seat, it would be thought that, in my area of Byford, a person could buy a block of land 
of about 500 square metres and build a house on it.  However, house and land packages in Byford are being sold 
for prices starting at $305 000.  One would think that people who live an hour’s drive from the metropolitan area 
would be able to get a reasonably-priced land and house package to give them a foothold in the area or enable 
them to buy a bigger block of land.  A $305 000 land and house package is certainly a long way short of the 
$250 000 threshold for first home buyers.  Stamp duty is an issue that has again been overlooked in this budget.  
It is hurting the industry badly.  The economy is booming.  The housing market is also booming.  Only about 
5 300 houses are on the market in Western Australia.  Ten years ago about 13 000 houses were on the market.  
Supply and demand is the issue.  That is what is driving up the price.  Stamp duty is riding off the back of that.  
However, with such a booming economy, people were hoping to get some relief from stamp duty to take the 
sting off the increase in property prices.  

Another issue in my electorate is electricity supplies.  My electorate still has a lot of power problems.  This 
morning Jarrahdale was without power for two and a half or three hours due to a fault somewhere along the line.  
When the power goes out in Jarrahdale, it normally goes out for at least two hours.  The lines and the poles are 
getting old.  However, Western Power is reluctant to spend any money on the system.  The government has 
missed an opportunity to improve the infrastructure now that Western Power has been disaggregated into four 
separate companies.   

Another important issue in my electorate is water.  There is still a strong need for scheme water in my electorate.  
There are about 64 half-acre blocks in Cardup that still rely on bore water, even though they are on the outskirts 
of the metropolitan area.  I will be raising that issue with the minister again this year.   

Probably one of the big issues in my electorate and in my home town of Byford is Tonkin Highway.  This has 
been an issue for a number of years.  On 14 December last year, the section of Tonkin Highway between the 
suburb of Martin and Thomas Road in Byford was opened up.  It had been hoped that Tonkin Highway would be 
taken through to South Western Highway at Orton Road.  However, because Tonkin Highway now stops at 
Thomas Road, all the trucks have to go through the town of Byford.  The problem of large trucks coming 
through the small town of Byford will get even worse as the area grows.  Main Roads Western Australia had the 
opportunity to take Tonkin Highway a further three kilometres south and thereby miss the town site of Byford.  
The front page of the Serpentine/Jarrahdale Examiner of 11 May has an article headed “Highway timeline 
grows”.  The article states in part -  

The State Government doesn’t seem to care for Byford residents when it comes to road funding . . .   

The article goes on to state that no funding is identified in Main Roads’ four-year program to extend Tonkin 
Highway.  The article also goes on to state that in 2004, when the former member for Roleystone raised this 
matter in a grievance with the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, the minister stated that 2008 was a 
realistic date for construction to take place.  However, that timeline has now also been abandoned, so this is still 
very much an issue for my area.   

Another issue is that there is talk that Main Roads is proposing to resume some land for the Orton Road 
alignment of Tonkin Highway.  Some of the people who own land in that area want to retire and move on.  
However, the minute prospective purchasers do a search and find out that the land could be resumed for the 
extension to Tonkin Highway, they are put off.  The minister has said that she will arrange a meeting between 
me and the Department for Planning and Infrastructure to try to sort out this problem with the Orton Road 
alignment.  I hope that comes to fruition as well. 

The other issue is the need for a link road through Jarrahdale.  That proposal has been on foot for a number of 
years.  The minister has been very good at supporting the council in not letting B-double trucks use Jarrahdale 
Road.  However, at the same time, the Perth street directory still shows that link road as only a possibility.  The 
government is playing Russian roulette with the people of Jarrahdale in holding that link road over their heads.  

Another issue that arises from the fact that Tonkin Highway ends at Thomas Road is the need for warning 
flashing lights on Thomas Road as people approach the intersection of Tonkin Highway.  I have written to the 
minister about this issue, and she has said she will look into it.  There are a lot of black marks where B-doubles 
and trucks have not had time to stop and have locked their wheels.  On the other side of Thomas Road, as it 
comes into the town, there is a rail crossing with no boom gates on it.  Now that Tonkin Highway ends at 
Thomas Road, the traffic volume is quite high.  There may be an issue there, especially with the Australind 
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coming through in the late afternoon.  I have been informed by one of my constituents that the afternoon sun 
shines on the flashing lights, making it difficult for people at the boom gates to see that a train is coming.   

I have already outlined to the house that my electorate covers a large area.  Some great orchards can be found in 
Roleystone and Jarrahdale.  One of the problems that Roleystone fruit growers face is black cockatoos, which eat 
the fruit off the trees.  The fruit growers fire a gas gun to scare them off.  The member for Darling Range will 
sympathise with me on this issue because he has a similar problem in his electorate.  A couple of years ago the 
local council stepped in and charged one of the fruit growers under the noise regulations for setting off the gas 
gun, which generates a sonic boom that scares the birds and sends them on their way.  The gun can be 
programmed to go off at regular intervals.  A committee, chaired by Louise Pratt, was established.  The 
committee came up with guidelines for the use of the gas gun.  Unfortunately, the council can still charge a fruit 
grower for using the gun when the noise emitted from it exceeds the noise limit.  The minister needs to amend 
the noise regulations to sort out the problem once and for all.  The fruit growers are either being pushed out by 
development or they are not getting the price for their fruit that they used to.  They are being squeezed out, and I 
feel sorry for them because all they are trying to do is make a living, yet people complain when they use a gas 
gun intermittently for about three months of the year.  The minister has let down the fruit growers, and the 
member for Darling Range has had to continue to work on what has become a big issue.  

This afternoon during brief ministerial statements the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering referred to National 
Volunteers Week, the opening of which I attended yesterday morning.  It was a fantastic event that was attended 
by 340 volunteers.  The volunteers are very devoted people who do a huge amount of work in our community.  It 
was great to attend yesterday’s event as shadow spokesman for volunteering.  Members do not have to go far 
within their electorates to find volunteers.  Last Friday my eldest daughter attended a wildfire program that was 
set up by three or four of the local churches at Lumen Christi Catholic College.  A bus was organised to pick up 
the participants and they spent Friday night doing activities.  My daughter had a great time.  About 21 parents 
volunteered to assist for a good cause.  I commend Gary Butcher.  Unlike the member for Albany, who named 
everyone in his electorate, I will not name everyone in my electorate.  However, Gary did a great job.   

Another big issue for my electorate is that the Department for Planning and Infrastructure has forecast that 
Byford is the fourth fastest growing suburbs in this state.  However, currently there are no places available in the 
two kindergartens in Byford.  In fact, I had trouble earlier this year finding places for two children.  I hope the 
Minister for Education and Training will look at the future infrastructure needs of the area.  With the huge 
growth in this area, a problem will be encountered sooner rather than later.  I hope the Department of Education 
and Training will come on board and help sort out the lack of kindergarten places.   

In the Treasurer’s opening remarks of his budget speech he said that this budget would provide more resources 
for mental health and other health issues.  In my electorate the Whitby Falls Mental Health Rehabilitation Hostel 
accommodates four patients who reside there on a full-time basis.  The meals are no longer cooked on the 
premises and are brought in from the Armadale-Kelmscott Memorial Hospital.  Funding has not been allocated 
to improve these premises.  In 2001, when the Gallop government was elected to government, it promised to 
keep Whitby Falls open and to allocate $500 000 to improve it.  Each time I have asked a question about Whitby 
Falls, I have been told that $500 000 has been allocated to it, but no indication has been given of when the work 
will be undertaken.  Another year has passed and the condition of the hostel is worse than ever.  For the sake of 
the patients, something must be done about Whitby Falls hostel.  The former member for Roleystone, the current 
member for Bassendean, raised a grievance with the minister, and on many occasions he has asked questions of 
the Minister for Health about Whitby Falls hostel in trying to find a way to fix the problem.  I believe this 
situation has gone on for long enough.  It is a bad situation for the safety of the patients and those who live at the 
hostel.  The minister must make a decision about whether he will fix it or move those people.  The minister has 
allocated Whitby Falls $500 000.  I wish he would spend that money to fix it and stand by his promise.   

I will wrap up.  I want to take this opportunity to thank members on this side of the house.  I have now been a 
member of this house for one year.  It has been a massive learning curve for me. 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  And doing it well. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  I thank the member very much.  I thank all members of the house and the committees with 
which I have been involved.  It has been a big learning curve, but it is getting better as I go along.  I take this 
opportunity to thank everyone for their help and support.  I thank my staff and all members of the house for the 
support and encouragement they have given me as I have been working through my time as a member.   

MR J. McGRATH (South Perth) [7.30 pm]:  I stand in this packed house tonight to speak about the budget and 
to recognise that we have close to a $2 billion surplus in our state, which is a fantastic result, I am sure.  
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However, as the member for South Perth, I look at that surplus and at the budget that has been handed down and 
I wonder, on behalf of the government schools in my electorate, whether enough money will be spent so that 
they will be able to have the upgrades and the maintenance that they need.  I notice that this budget provides for 
$313 million in capital works for schools.  Of that, I believe $54 million will be spent on new primary schools 
and $74.3 million on school maintenance.  However, the problem is that some of the older schools are 80 and 
90 years old.  It is great that the children who are growing up in the new suburbs that are spreading as Perth 
expands are able to go to the state-of-the-art, brand-new schools that the government is building.  We commend 
the government for that.  However, the problem for a lot of the children who go to school in the older, more 
established areas, such as those in the electorate of South Perth, is that their classrooms are very old.  They are 
bursting at the seams.  In some cases, the buildings themselves are in need of repair; they are falling down.  
These schools need some funding.  I know that the schools in my electorate have all put in their wish lists to the 
department.  They will have to wait three or four months before the decision is made on which of those schools 
will receive funding and have the work carried out. 

Another problem that some of these schools face is that they are falling victim to the state skills shortage.  I will 
use as an example Curtin Primary School, which was formerly called Karawara Primary School.  In October last 
year that school was awarded $46 000 in a commonwealth government grant to enclose its undercover area.  In 
winter, when the winds are blowing and it is a wet and blustery day, the undercover area is okay to an extent, but 
the wind can easily sheet the rain through, which makes it difficult for that area to be used by the children.  The 
Curtin Primary School was very fortunate to receive that $46 000.  The problem is that although it put in a work 
order to the Department of Housing and Works last November, it is still waiting for the work to be done, because 
there is no labour to complete many of these programs.  We all accept that that problem has come about because 
of the way in which the state has gone ahead at such a rapid rate.  However, there is definitely a skills shortage as 
workers are drawn to the mining sector, and some of these schools are suffering as a result.   

Kensington Primary School will be 80 years old in October this year.  It is a great old school.  The school needs 
to be aligned with other more modern schools in the state.  The buildings need to be maintained in good 
condition.  It needs more modern classrooms and better facilities.  Its gutters are rusted and disintegrating and 
almost non-existent.  It badly needs painting and carpeting.  The staffroom is inadequate for teachers, who are 
doing a very difficult job.  The staff car park is also inadequate and requires an extension.  The school needs 
those and other improvements that one would not expect it to need in a state with a $2 billion budget for this 
area.   

South Perth Primary School is another very old school.  It has been waiting for five years for an undercover area.  
It still does not have one and has not received one dollar towards one.  It is a government school, yet those kids 
have no undercover area.  We talk about the future of Western Australia and how, if the government does not 
pay off the debt for the Perth-Mandurah railway, generations to come will have to bear it, but we must also 
consider the current generation.  It is no good saying to those kids that we might not be able to give them the best 
possible facilities for their schooling years, because they get only one crack at school.  We get one opportunity to 
support the children of this generation.  This is another government school that certainly needs support. 

Collier Primary School is also looking for improvements and upgrades in learning technology and general 
maintenance.  Manning Primary School is outstanding, but because it is so popular and so many people want to 
send their children there, the classrooms are not big enough and do not lend themselves to modern teaching 
techniques such as group work.  They cannot be the learning centres that we expect for modern-day students. 
I recently visited Clontarf Aboriginal College.  It was a real eye-opener.  Its staff are doing some tremendous 
work.  I met the principal, Tony Chinnock, and I asked him what he would like to see happen at Clontarf college.  
They have had a lot of funding from the commonwealth government for Gerard Neesham’s football program, but 
the point we must remember about Aboriginal children is that that is fine when they can play football, but not 
everyone is a champion footballer such as a Jimmy Krakouer or an Ashley Sampi.  Some of those kids might not 
be good at playing sport, so we need other skill centres where they can learn skills to be able to join the work 
force later on.  The college is right on the river, but I guess not too many people swim in the Canning River these 
days.  The college has an old swimming pool; I do not know how old, but it has been fenced off so that people 
cannot go anywhere near it.  At one stage it must have had a very good lap pool with a diving pool at one end.  I 
know that Tony Chinnock would like to give Aboriginal kids the opportunity to do lap swimming.  We have not 
seen Aboriginal people excel at swimming, but I am sure it is something they can do given the opportunity, so I 
will support Clontarf Aboriginal College in trying to get some funding.   

Como Primary School, a fine old school, celebrates its ninetieth anniversary this year.  I have contacted the 
minister, who has said that she will be attending the celebrations.  The government has done well by this school 
and granted it funding to complete its administration upgrade.  Some parts of the school have suffered from 
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Third World conditions.  What was looked upon as a school’s sick bay was not even a sick bay but just a camp 
stretcher in a passageway.  If any of the little kids got crook, there was no room to put them in.  The government 
has come up with some funding, which is great because the school will improve that area.  The school would 
also like to have an undercover area for its students.  We accept that, in this day and age, children need 
protection from the sun and other weather conditions.  We cannot have children sitting outside in the middle of 
summer without shade.  An undercover area for the students is very important.  Como Primary School parents 
and citizens association tells me that it has been waiting for 14 years for an undercover area.  Not many schools 
these days do not have an undercover area.  I make this plea on behalf of Como Primary School that the 
government and the department think of this school when it considers where money will be spent.  The other 
school in my electorate that I have not yet mentioned is Millen Primary School.  It is located in East Victoria 
Park and close to the home of the previous Premier.  It is no longer in the electorate of Victoria Park.  It is a fine 
school.  I was told today that the school is on the list to get a new toilet block.  The school has been waiting a 
long time for a new toilet block so that the kids can use an area that is nice and clean and modern.  It is 
important.  The kids are the generation of tomorrow; they are our skills force and the adults of tomorrow.  That is 
another plea I will make on behalf of Millen Primary School. 

Another issue in the electorate is underground power.  It is something I have been talking about for a long time 
in South Perth.  In fact, I have been talking about it ever since I first ran a campaign to win the seat about 
18 months ago.  We have had a bit of a result because $2.3 million has been earmarked to put power 
underground in Como on the southern side of Canning Highway. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Will that be enough to stave off the interest of the member for Kalgoorlie? 

Mr J. McGRATH:  No.  The minister can back the member for Kalgoorlie if he likes.  The minister can have 
something on him now if he wants to take that punt.   

I think it is great that $2.3 million is going towards underground power in Como.  It is a step in the right 
direction.  It is good that the government is putting more money into the state underground power system, which 
is something that we have been pushing for a long time.  It was instigated by the Court government, but the 
project was allowed to be wound back.  We think that underground power is very important.  There are still parts 
of the electorate of South Perth that need underground power.  We understand that power is put underground on 
a priority basis.  Apparently, the area does not get as many outages as other parts of the metropolitan area.  I am 
happy about that in one respect.  Underground power is something we are still pushing for. 

It was also good to see money for Perth Zoo.  The Zoo is an icon of the electorate of South Perth.  Members will 
be happy to know that the Zoo will receive $4.83 million for the construction of animal viewing enclosures, as 
well as for plant and equipment.  The state government will also provide debt servicing and a payroll tax 
exemption for the Zoo, which will certainly help it.  We are very happy about that.  The Zoo is getting a new 
orang-outang exhibit and an Asian elephant enclosure, which is due for completion soon.  There will also be a 
new sun bear enclosure.  I advise the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure that all we need now is a railway 
station.  I know it is planned for 2010 but it would be nice if we could get it before then.  That is something that 
the people of South Perth would like brought forward at a quicker rate. 
I will mention some of my shadow portfolio responsibilities.  For about four months I have been the shadow 
spokesperson on road safety.  Road safety is the most important portfolio I have held since I came into this place.  
I am not showing any disrespect to any of the other portfolios I have held by saying that.  Road safety is 
something that is close to all of us.  We all agree that too many people die on our roads.  In the near future this 
house will deal with the Road Traffic Amendment (Drug Impaired Driving) Bill 2005.  The topic is something I 
have been working on for a little while.  The opposition supports any move that will reduce the incidence of 
drug-impaired driving on our roads.  We do not tolerate drugs in any way.  We believe that drug-impaired 
driving is a big risk.  We think it is a pity that the bill does not go a little further.  We think it should include 
provision for roadside saliva testing of drug-impaired drivers, similar to the test that is used in Victoria.  We are 
firmly of the belief that Western Australia requires random drug testing for these substances, because statistics 
show that 25 per cent of the people killed on roads have a drug other than alcohol in their system.  That is a 
startling and very worrying statistic.  The very reputable science program on the ABC, Catalyst, reported 
recently that drugs are a bigger killer on the roads than alcohol.  That basically means that we have to completely 
turn around our thinking on impaired driving.  Many of us have grown up with the belief that people are 
impaired only if they consume too much alcohol.  Drugs are very prevalent in the community now, and members 
would be astonished to find out how many people drive with drugs in their system.  Despite knowing the risks, 
the government has not introduced random drug testing.  I know that the technology in Western Australia is not 
up to speed, as it is in Victoria.  Maybe it would be better to defer debate on the bill until we can do a complete 
package and introduce random drug testing.  Random drug testing has been trialled in Victoria since 2004 and 
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the technology has proved to be reliable, cheap and effective.  I note at this stage that it targets only drivers who 
are affected by drugs.  A saliva test conducted on a person who had smoked cannabis the day before he was 
tested would not detect the drug.  The test would detect the drug on a person who had smoked cannabis only, 
say, three or four hours before being tested.  We think that is a very important measure.  However, we are 
disappointed that in November 2003 the then Minister for Police and Emergency Services, the member for 
Midland, told Parliament that she would introduce new laws to tackle drug-driving, because, in the words of the 
minister, “our government is at the forefront of demonstrating a strong commitment to reducing fatalities and 
serious injuries on our roads”.  When questioned seven months later on her inaction, the minister said -  

I have told this House that drug driving is a serious matter.  One of the things we need to be prepared 
for is the advent of gadgets or implements that will accurately detect the presence of drugs in the same 
way that gadgets are used for random breath testing. 

The opposition is saying that those gadgets exist now.  They are being used in Victoria and we should look at 
introducing them to Western Australian roads as soon as possible. 

The budget also indicates that there will be four extra Multanovas for school zones.  We have been asking for 
some time why Multanovas are used in school zones.  We think that the policy should be one of prevention, not 
prosecution.  People who contact my office tell me that they are confused by the signage in school zones.  
Flashing lights have been used in other countries and other states. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr J. McGRATH:  When flashing lights were tested in New South Wales, the speed of drivers was reduced by 
an average of 11 kilometres an hour.  The opposition suggests that rather than penalising drivers by using 
Multanovas in school zones, flashing lights should be installed in school zones.  A Multanova could still be used, 
and if someone were silly enough to speed through a school zone after seeing the flashing lights, that person 
should be penalised severely. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  On my morning walk today, I saw some flashing lights outside the primary school in Angelo 
Street in South Perth. 

Mr J. McGRATH:  That is right.  They have been in place for some time. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  How are they working? 

Mr J. McGRATH:  They work very well.  I often use that school as an example.  The lights operate off solar 
power and are timed to come on in the morning and afternoon.  They work quite effectively in Angelo Street, 
which is a busy street.   

Multanovas raised $33 million in revenue in the last financial year.  I belong to the school of thought that it 
would be a good public relations exercise for the government to put all the money it raises from Multanovas into 
improving road safety or into research into road safety.  I am aware that the government puts a lot more than 
$33 million into road safety through many other programs.  However, there is much scepticism in the community 
about Multanovas.  People say that they are just revenue raisers.  I understand that they are not meant to be 
revenue raisers; they were introduced to deter people from speeding and to reduce the road toll.  However, some 
members of the public are sceptical and believe that Multanovas are revenue raisers.  Whenever someone is 
issued with a ticket, I would like them to know that the money raised from the ticket will go into a fund that will 
be used in some form for road safety.  That is similar to the program the Premier announced yesterday to spend 
$8 million over the next four years on road trauma research.  That program will be funded by the speeding fines 
that will be increased from 1 January.  We all accept that that is necessary; it is a very important cause.  I am 
sure that the public would be more supportive of that type of initiative than they are of the money raised through 
speeding fines going directly into government revenue.  That is why some members of the public are sceptical. 

The opposition supports initiatives that will save young lives on our roads.  We support the legislation that has 
been foreshadowed for P-plate drivers, although we will need to see the detail of it.  Statistics released recently 
by the new Minister for Police and Emergency Services show that drivers between the ages of 18 and 24 are 
highly represented in the road trauma statistics.  The logistics of the new legislation will not be easy to 
implement.  Some young drivers who are responsible drivers will be affected by it.  Like most of the legislation 
that is introduced into this house, we are legislating for a minority of the community.  Many P-plate drivers are 
responsible young drivers.  They might have a very good reason to have three or four people in a car.  A girl on 
the radio said she helps her mother by driving her younger brother and sister to school in the morning.  Under the 
proposed legislation she will not be able to do that.  Likewise, students will be unable to car pool to university.  
The legislation will need finetuning in some areas.  The minister said that an exemption would have to apply in 
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some instances for P-plate drivers who work late at night.  The opposition supports the thrust of the legislation.  
We must try to save young lives.  As I have said before, many of the people who are not creating the problem 
must make a sacrifice, which is what is likely to happen.  We generally support the proposal. 

Another of my shadow portfolios is liquor licensing.  This year will be a momentous year for the Western 
Australian liquor industry.  That has been foreshadowed by my good friend, the Minister for Racing and 
Gaming, who is responsible for liquor licensing.  He is very gung-ho about introducing reforms to the Liquor 
Licensing Act.  The opposition is looking very closely at these reforms.  We have held discussions with all 
sections of the community and we are taking into account community concerns about access to alcohol and harm 
minimisation impacts.  The second dot point under major achievements for 2005-06 on page 889 of the Budget 
Statements states that reviews into alcohol-related harm - 

have been conducted in relation to Halls Creek, Port Hedland and South Hedland, Mount Magnet, and 
Newman.  In all cases, the Director of Liquor Licensing was satisfied on the evidence that the 
restrictions in these communities have had a positive effect on reducing crime and anti-social behaviour 
and the harms associated with the use of liquor. 

I do not know when that was written, but it is a bit embarrassing.  It is sad to see what has happened in Halls 
Creek.  We turn on our televisions and see Aboriginal people taking cartons of beer away to drink as much as 
they can.  I have received letters from people in the Aboriginal community asking questions: why are we letting 
these people kill themselves like that; why are we letting them have alcohol; and how will these young people 
ever get skills to join the work force if they have such access to alcohol?  This is a real problem for us.  I do not 
know the answer.  Perhaps some sort of restriction on alcohol or some input from Aboriginal leaders will have to 
be made.  Alcohol abuse is not something that happens just in Aboriginal communities, it happens in all 
communities, but it is sad to see these people in such a helpless position.  The Director of Liquor Licensing and 
those at other government departments must look at this issue very closely.  An article on Halls Creek in The 
West Australian highlighted a problem that we as a community have probably ignored for a long time.  We have 
probably paid lip-service to the problem; we probably thought that we were doing the right thing; and we 
probably thought that we were coming up with answers.  However, I do not think we have made much headway 
in that regard. 

I return to the Liquor Licensing Act.  Of particular concern to the opposition is how the government is bringing 
in Sunday trading by stealth for liquor stores owned by the major chains.  The referendum held in conjunction 
with the 2005 election showed clearly that people were opposed to retail trading on Sunday by those same 
chains.  We now have legislation that says those chains can trade in liquor, but cannot open supermarkets on 
Sunday.  As I said, the opposition has not finalised its policy on this issue.  It is an issue that we are finding a 
little difficult.  Given the previous Premier’s stand on this issue, we must ask whether the government has been 
honest with the public.  The new Premier recently said that we should revisit the Sunday trading issue.  The 
public is, therefore, entitled to be confused about the whole issue.  I have no doubt that one day down the track 
Western Australia will have seven-day trading, as is the case in all big cities.  Whether now is the time for that 
change is for the public or the government to decide.   

Also, the opposition believes that, through the Liquor Licensing Act, it should support Western Australian 
licensed clubs.  We are aware that the new legislation will increase the number of extended-trading permits for 
clubs from four to 12, but that is not enough as clubs will become bogged down with red tape when they apply 
for permits for their many functions. 

I say quickly on racing and gaming that the government has put $20 million into racing infrastructure, which will 
be spent mainly on country tracks, a training centre at Lark Hill, a race club at Albany and other tracks.  The 
government has allocated $5.3 million to the Lark Hill training complex, but so far nothing has been spent.  That 
is disappointing.  Twenty years ago Lark Hill had a sand track and a grass track; it still has a sand track and a 
grass track, but nothing else.  We therefore want to know when Racing and Wagering WA will do something 
about Lark Hill.  With Ascot Racecourse under increasing pressure to cater for the training facility needs of the 
racing industry, Lark Hill is of paramount importance.  I do not know whether I have said it in this place before, 
but I have always had a dream that Lark Hill would become Perth’s third metropolitan racetrack.  It is a great site 
for a racetrack.  It will be on the new railway line.  It is in the fastest growing part of the metropolitan area.  If 
racing authorities do not at least make it a mid-week venue, they will let down the racing industry.  I would like 
to think that Racing and Wagering Western Australia will get this project at Lark Hill up and running.  We 
should have an all-weather track down there, something similar to the synthetic track at Ballarat, Victoria, which 
is so successful.  It can be used all year round.  The horses can be trained without the risk of breaking down.  
Without horses, we do not have an industry.  In closing, I would like to kick up for the people of Lark Hill.  It is 
in the member for Peel’s electorate and it is right alongside the Minister for Racing and Gaming’s electorate.   
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MRS C.A. MARTIN (Kimberley) [8.00 pm]:  The Kimberley budget - I call it the Kimberley budget because 
the Kimberley is all that counts really - is fantastic.  I put in five pages and I got three back, so I am pretty happy.  
The most important thing about being a part of the budget process and getting what we want is that we can skite 
afterwards.  I am quite happy to do that.  I want to go through a few things.  Not that I am crowing too much, but 
I believe that the Kimberley has gained over $100 million from the budget.  That is not bad for our fifth go.  
People in the Kimberley were really happy at our budget breakfast last Friday.  Simple things were delivered in 
the area of fire and emergency services; we came away with an extra $3 million.  That will assist us with our 
regional office in Derby.  A total of $1.5 million was allocated to build the Fire and Emergency Services 
Authority emergency services centre in Kununurra and $350 000 was allocated for our volunteer fire services at 
Broome.  Part of that will go towards the alterations that need to be made to the police station.  I started with fire 
and emergency services simply because the volunteers in my community are what make us really special.  The 
volunteers are there when we have floods, fires and cyclones.  They are an integral part of our community.   

We have been planning for the future by having a vision that is beyond the term of the government.  When we 
talk about projects such as the Mandurah-Perth railway, we are looking at the future of the metropolitan area.  As 
much as it galls me to say that there is a lot of money going into the railway that I could use up my way, it is a 
brilliant proposition.  It is a brilliant proposition because if we look at the demographics that we find in 
Mandurah and compare them with what we find in the Kimberley, they are much the same.  We see opulence 
surviving right alongside poverty, coupled with the same levels of unemployment and lack of services.  The 
youth issues that emerge in places such as Mandurah are also found in the Kimberley.  I was shocked when I 
found that Mandurah was so close to the issues that are really close to my heart.  The railway is so important to 
that long-term vision of connecting the metropolitan area with all of these people so that they can access services 
in the metropolitan area.  I was asked by someone in my electorate what the score out of 10 would be for this 
government on that rail project.  It has to be 10 out of 10 for vision, creativity and the manner in which it deals 
with the social problems in Mandurah.  The member for Mandurah brainwashed me into going down there, so I 
had to check it out, and I was shocked.   

I am here to push the barrow of the Kimberley.  One of the things about the budget that has really pleased me is 
that it is visionary.  We have major projects happening along the coast, including at Browse Basin.  Billions of 
dollars in infrastructure will be required to harness the resources that will come from those projects.  The major 
proponents are speaking to local government officials.  I believe that in five years the infrastructure demands on 
the budget in the Kimberley will be treble or quadruple what they are now.  That means that the feds might have 
to come up with some of the goods.  The feds’ behaviour, its attitude to this state in the way it distributes the 
goods and services tax and its attitude to our royalties is constitutional delinquency.  The government is seeking 
to support major developments in the Kimberley with infrastructure but it is being starved of the necessary funds 
to provide that infrastructure.  It is about time there was a little bit more representation from the federal level in 
that electorate.  

The most important point I want to make about this government’s impact on the Kimberley is that it has 
provided a reasonable outcome for our health services after years of neglect.  Every hospital in the region has 
been either replaced or fully refurbished.  As a result, the region now has the infrastructure to provide a health 
service.  This government is into its fifth year in office, and I must say that I am really happy with the 
$10 million allocated to redevelopment of the Broome District Hospital.  It is very important that we provide that 
service.  Three or four years ago when we examined the infrastructure requirements of the Broome hospital, we 
calculated that we needed a certain amount of money given the size of the population at the time.  Since then, the 
implications of Broome’s popularity have been realised.  In five years the population will probably double and in 
12 years it will quadruple.  We are now gearing up to provide those services.    

The budget papers contain the details of expenditure such as the money allocated by the Water Corporation for 
sewerage in the region and for exploiting the bore fields to provide water as well as treatment plants and that sort 
of thing.  Most importantly, the budget does not provide only a few dollars; it is a budget of vision.  As I said, 
the government has thought outside the square by planning beyond this term of office. 

Some great things have happened in my region.  Argyle diamond mines has commenced underground mining 
and has been provided with royalty relief.  It will employ 70 per cent of the local population, and I am happy 
about that.  Just outside what used to be my electorate, the Lennard Shelf project will come back on line under 
the management of Teck Cominco.  My electorate is benefiting from all those opportunities for industry.  I come 
back to the fact that our royalties provide the wealth of this nation and we need some of it back.  Members 
opposite whose colleagues work out where the money is allocated have been sitting on their hands.  Western 
Australia is as much their responsibility as it is mine, and the last time I checked, the Kimberley was part of this 
state.  
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Many comments have been made about what is happening in Halls Creek, and the events there are an indictment 
on everybody.  However, when those comments are made, people need to consider that 20 000 Aboriginal 
people live in the region.  They make up 50 per cent of the population and 700 people are afflicted by those 
horrific social ills, yet the generalisations made in and outside this place are an indictment on us, because 
generalisations are the basis of racism.  I am an Aboriginal person who lives in my electorate and I am part of the 
19 300 people who do not suffer from those social ills.  I caution people to be more specific when they talk about 
the problems facing those remote communities.  I am one of the 19 300, and I get a bit upset about the issues.  
My reality is that we must deal with the issue.  I am saying that people should play the ball, not the man.  In 
other words, we must work with that group of people, but other people should not generalise and paint us all 
with the same brush.  

I have a unique electorate of 40 000 people comprising a very young population, which means that we need a bit 
more resources.  That bit more can come in all sorts of ways.  The government has committed $6 million to 
assist us to keep our children with us by providing a boarding hostel in Broome.  Sixty-four beds in the hostel is 
a good start.  The most important thing about that initiative is that our children will not have to leave home to 
receive an education.  Last year, students in Broome topped the state when it came to the tertiary entrance 
examination scores.  We are doing very well.  We are providing our children with a good start.  The Country 
High Schools Hostel Authority project will be the cherry on the top.  We do not want our children living among 
strangers.  We do not want them to move out of the region.  We want our children to have exactly the same 
opportunity as other kids.  I am told that families that live more than 100 kilometres from the metropolitan area 
diminish their children’s educational opportunities.  Broome has turned that myth on its head.  We have worked 
very hard to get what we need for our children.  

The more than $100 million that is coming will include culture and arts initiatives.  The money will also go 
towards doing up our TAFE colleges so that we are geared up and ready to take on the task of providing our 
children with what they need to prepare themselves for the work force and the future.  Our children are the future 
of the state.  The $100 million that will go into Kununurra District High School will be well used.  The facility 
up there is only four years old.  It was built for 28 post-compulsory students, but it is now attended by 68 post-
compulsory students.  The students are somewhat jammed in, but we are also getting more classrooms.  We have 
prepared for this.  That $100 million will go down really well.  The Kimberley College of TAFE in Broome will 
receive $2.4 million.  That is one of the best investments that the government could possibly make for the future 
of our work force.  It will provide a skilled pool of labour in our region.  The money will not float around 
because we have targeted what we see as important.  When the Department of Health and health services were 
flagging, we sorted that out.  At the moment, we are renovating all the schools that we possibly can within the 
region.  Some will need to be replaced - we understand that - because nothing has been done over the past 
40 years.  It has been a problem, but it is coming along really well.  

I refer to the port authority.  As I said, a lot is happening offshore.  I am talking about billions of dollars worth of 
royalties for the feds.  This government is contributing $1.5 million to add to fenders on the wharf.  The wharf 
has just been extended.  Indeed, the official opening ceremony will take place on 25 May.  It is important that we 
are prepared for what is happening.  I do not think that there is enough room in Roebuck Bay to allow for the 
expansion that is needed, and that is a bit scary. 

Another important area is law and order.  Remote Aboriginal communities have been bereft of law and order.  It 
has been only since the Gordon inquiry, and the $75 million that this government committed to make a 
difference to remote Aboriginal communities and to deal head-on with the violence, that we have been able to 
make a difference.  The Bidyadanga police have been operating for a while, and their facility is just about ready.  
I visited the Dampier Peninsula a couple of weeks ago.  The site for the new police station is ready and they are 
ready to rock and roll.  The Kalumburu police have been operating for a while even though its facility is not yet 
complete.  The government has committed $7.2 million to the Kimberley police district office.  I am happy about 
what the government is achieving in that area.  The Derby Police Station has been refurbished to death, but 
$6.9 million will be spent on a better job.  I think it gets done about every four years.  I know that because my 
husband used to be the contractor.   

The other thing is the Ord River irrigation scheme.  Ord stage 2 is one of the other big projects happening in my 
area.  The government has made two allocations.  One is for conservation and land management, to the tune of 
$1 million.  That is for six conservation parks that are part of the final negotiations and agreement for the Ord 
stage 2 project.  The other allocation is to begin the process of planning for this huge infrastructure project.  It 
will certainly be big.  All of these amazing things are happening in my electorate.   

One of the important things to me, outside of the Gordon inquiry, is the fact that the Department for Community 
Development has received a 12.4 per cent rise in its funding.  In the eight years to 2002 there was no increase in 
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funding to the department.  Then the Gordon inquiry came along.  That injection of funds will help.  Nobody will 
ever be completely happy with everything, but that 12.4 per cent increase will make a helluva difference to 
service provision in remote Western Australia.  The Kimberley is the furthest electorate from the capital.  We 
have been neglected for a long time, but we did get the lion’s share of what was made available as a result of the 
Gordon inquiry because we deserved it.  The other thing is that we are looking at projects that do not seem much 
to the average Joe.   

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  These are simple things like getting Horizon Power to provide a power supply to town-
based reserves.  It is really quite radical, because normally the people affected would have to go through three or 
four levels if they had a problem with their power.  There were three or four advocates or service providers.  
Now they have Horizon, so if they have a problem, they can telephone its offices and get it fixed.  It is about 
those town-based reserves having the same service as somebody living two streets away in the same town.  It is 
about normalising and providing citizenship rights to citizens who have not until now been treated as such.  Even 
though many people do not feel comfortable with the extra money being spent on these services, it is about 
providing a mechanism for justice.   

I was talking earlier about liquor reforms.  The Americans have tried it, and so have we, but prohibition does not 
work.  There is a group of people who have a problem, so as I said, let us just deal with that problem.  Many 
reforms are happening in the communities.  Some of the communities, for the first time ever, have a uniform 
tariff for the cost of their electricity.  Prior to that, these people were getting grants to pay for the fuel to run their 
power houses.  It was an abdication of responsibility.  Now, all of a sudden we have uniform tariffs in these 
remote communities that enhance people’s lifestyles and provide them with a sense of being a part of society as 
citizens. 

We have focused on a number of things in my electorate.  The first and most important was dealing with the 
health system.  We are currently working on the education and training sector.  However, apart from that, we 
have consistently targeted the needs of our children, to ensure that they have every future opportunity for 
employment, training and all the things they want to do.  A simple thing like a hostel will certainly help in 
achieving this goal.  The proposed hostel in Broome will cater for not only the public school kids but also the 
kids from St Mary’s College.  The Catholic Church has done an amazing job in collaborating with the state 
government to make this possible.  On the periphery, we also have the proposal for a football academy.  I have 
heard talk about it.  We have had a number of meetings about the football academy.  The football academy will 
be coming up, but we may need more resources for it. 

I must also mention Aboriginal Hostels Limited.  That organisation has come to the fore on two major projects, 
and it needs to be acknowledged.  The first project is in Kununurra, where land has been allocated for the 
development of a hostel that will cater for young people who have come in from the communities to get training 
or to attend high school; part of the facility will be for their needs.  Again, that will mean that our kids will not 
need to go away and live among strangers.  I am pleased about that.  Of course as we speak we are negotiating 
with Aboriginal Hostels Limited about building another facility in Broome.  Aboriginal Hostels Limited was 
active in Broome a number of years ago, but it pulled out.  Let us face it, they are the people who know how to 
run hostels, and I am glad they have come along.   

The Carpenter budget has provided us with smiles and cheer.  We are very happy with the budget.  I have to say 
that with our roads, we have cut off the fat, so we have managed to get exactly what we need.  It is one of those 
things - even though we want all these things, we know what we need.  We have managed to get what we need.  
We have a few more years yet, so every budget that we get will make a difference for us. 

The Department of Sport and Recreation will be setting up a regional office in Broome to service the 
communities in that area.  We are very happy about that.  The department is looking for a location at the 
moment.  It plans to employ two staff.  That will mean that people in my electorate will be able to access grants 
and services from the department.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  It might interest you to know that 73 per cent of the CSRFF goes to the regions. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  I am really happy about that. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  That flies in the face of the view that has been taken by the member for Merredin. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  I heard the comments that were made last week about the member for Central Kimberley-
Pilbara and me.  I stand by my comments at the time.  The member for Central Kimberley-Pilbara and I have 
never been known to be rolled by anyone.  If the member for Merredin - he is not in the chamber at this time - 
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wants to have a go at us, he should not do it on our turf, because he might not walk away.  The other thing is that 
we do not sit on our hands.  We are good members.  We are hardworking members.  Our communities actually 
acknowledge us, because we do our job.  The budget is a part of our job.  I am pretty happy with the budget.  I 
am not going to whinge or complain about any of it.  As I have said, I put in five pages, and I got three back.  
That is more than 50 per cent, so why would I want complain about that?   

Mr T.R. Sprigg interjected. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  We have a few more budgets to go yet, so do not worry.   

The other thing is that we have priorities.  I emphasise the fact that during its term in government, this 
government has worked outside of its mandate.  This is a government with vision.  This is a government that 
wants to make a difference in the long term.  This government has proved that by presenting us with this budget.  
I support the bill.  I shall take my extra couple of minutes -  

Mr B.J. Grylls:  Before you finish, can you confirm to me that you support paying off the $1.3 billion railway? 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  A responsible government deals with its debts as it goes along; a responsible government 
ensures that this state is not paying $75 million a year in interest because of a privatisation that went wrong.  We 
have a responsible government that has done nothing but the right thing, and if the member reads the documents 
he will get a better insight.   

Mr B.J. Grylls:  Did you help to pay the rail off? 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  I have been paying taxes since I was 12, so the Leader of the National Party does not need 
to tell me anything about that. 

Mr B.J. Grylls:  Did you vote to pay the rail off?   

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  Our future is in the hands of a government that cares.  It does not want to leave a legacy 
of debt to our children and our children’s children.  That is the way things were going.  The $75 million that we 
saved in interest payments actually comes back to members like me for their electorates.  Members on this side 
are not whingers; they actually get off their butts and do something about the future of our state.  They also take 
responsibility by providing facts.  Members need to know how to read the budget documents.  There are a few 
books involved, and it is also on CD.  I am not selling the product, but there we are.  Let us face it, with a 
responsible government that delivers a brilliant budget like this, it is irresponsible for members opposite to give 
misinformation to the public.  The public understands that we have a responsible government that has done its 
job.  If members opposite do not agree, that is fine.   

Let us be honest, and I come back to the $75 million in interest from a privatisation project that was stuffed up.  
We are over it.  I wanted part of the $75 million for my electorate and I got it.  I am happy.   

Mr B.J. Grylls interjected. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  No, it is not.  The member should work it out.   

On that note, I will take my seat.  I thank the Treasurer and cabinet for providing my electorate with what it 
needed - not everything it wanted, but what it needed.   

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville) [8.27 pm]:  I recall that when we came to government the deficit was 
$8.5 billion.  We saved lots more than $75 million a year by reducing that deficit.   

I am glad the Treasurer is in the house because I want to thank him at the commencement of my speech.  The 
budget really shows the difference between being in opposition and being in government.  I found last year and 
this year that one of the worst things about being in opposition is that opposition members have to sit and listen 
to government members talking about the allocations made to projects in their electorates in the knowledge that 
their own electorates got zilch.  My electorate got zilch last year.  I have put the word “Dawesville” before the 
Treasurer on many occasions since last year in the hope that I would see the word “Dawesville” in the budget.  
However, when I hit the search button, sadly, there was nothing.  However, I still thank the Treasurer because of 
two things.  I bet the member for Cockburn $20 that the word “Dawesville” would not be in the budget papers 
and it was not.  Therefore, I saved $20.  However, we found an allocation to my electorate, but it was listed 
under south Mandurah.  It was very kind of the Treasurer.  He probably did not know it was there, but I got an 
allocation of $8.8 million in the 2007-08 financial year for the proposed south Mandurah primary school.  

Mr M. McGowan:  Plus the $1.3 billion railway.   

Dr K.D. HAMES:  As government members know, we have always been supportive of the railway.  It was in 
our plans when we were in government.  It would have been built irrespective of which government was in 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 16 May 2006] 

 p2697b-2752a 
Mr Eric Ripper; Deputy Speaker; Mr Colin Barnett; Mr Paul Omodei; Mr Troy Buswell; Mr Bob Kucera; Mr 

Brendon Grylls; Ms Katie Hodson-Thomas; Acting Speaker; Mr Peter Watson; Mr Tony Simpson; Mr J. 
Mcgrath; Mrs Carol Martin; Dr Kim Hames; Mr Tom Stephens; Dr Steve Thomas; Mr Gary Snook 

 [43] 

power, the only difference being the route.  Under a conservative government the National Party had control of 
the route and it was slightly different from the route decided upon by this government.  I have to say that that 
route chosen by the conservative government had the support of most, but not all, of its cabinet members.  I will 
leave that subject there.   

I was pleased to get that contribution in this year’s budget papers.  Thank you, Mr Treasurer.  I hope that next 
year the Treasurer will find it in his heart to get the word “Dawesville” somewhere in the budget.   

Mr D.A. Templeman:  The former member for Dawesville and I were happy to call your electorate “South 
Mandurah”.   

Dr K.D. HAMES:  We have the South Mandurah Football Club.  Arthur Marshall was a very strong supporter 
of the seat being named “South Mandurah”, and I certainly support that view.  Therefore, if the minister cared to 
change the name of the new seat to “South Mandurah”, I would be happy with that.  I might then find the name 
appearing more frequently in the budget papers, because the Treasurer does not like the name Dawesville; he just 
does not want to put it in the budget papers.   

I was interested to hear some of the member for Kimberley’s comments.  I certainly agree with a number of the 
things she said about some of the Aboriginal communities.  I will talk about those later.  However, for most of 
my speech I want to talk about the document which I am waving around and which was tabled by the Minister 
for Health last week.  It is called “Gaps In Clinical Service: An assessment of obstacles to provision of clinical 
services at Princess Margaret Hospital for Children”.  This document came at the request of the minister as a 
result of complaints about the operations of the Princess Margaret Hospital emergency department by Dr Gary 
Geelhoed.  Dr Geelhoed talked publicly about the severe deterioration in the services that he was able to provide 
in the emergency department because of two core things.  One was the lack of nurses and the other was the lack 
of beds in the hospital.  The lack of nurses was due only to the second factor, the lack of beds.  If there had been 
enough beds, the patients would not have been in the emergency department, and the extra nurses would not 
have been needed.  However, at the end of the day, there was a major issue, and eight-hour wait times had been 
extended. 

Dr Geelhoed was severely criticised by the minister and by the Director General of Health, Neale Fong, because 
of the comments he had made, and they said that those comments were incorrect.  However, subsequent to that a 
report was released, of which I have a copy.  It refers to emergency department overcrowding in all the major 
hospitals in the metropolitan area.  It covers the period from 2000 to the current year and lists waiting times in 
each of those hospitals.  I can tell the house that the waiting times in the current year, in particular, although it is 
only part of a full year, are worse than at any time during the Liberal government’s term in office and certainly 
when the Labor Party came to power.  The sheet in front of me refers to only Princess Margaret Hospital and 
Rockingham-Kwinana District Hospital.  However, the figures recorded in this document show that the 
overcrowding of the emergency departments at both those hospitals has been worse under the current 
government than at any previous time.  Therefore, to some extent, the comments of Dr Geelhoed were vindicated 
by that report. 

The minister had a meeting with Dr Geelhoed and other directors of Princess Margaret Hospital.  The minister 
came out from that meeting saying that the situation had been sorted out, that Dr Geelhoed had admitted he was 
wrong and that the statements he had made were incorrect, but, nevertheless, the government would look into the 
concerns he raised.  I immediately rang Dr Geelhoed and asked, “Is that what happened?”  He said, “You’ve got 
to be joking.  What happened at the meeting was that the minister was very friendly and matey.  He made no 
comments about the things that he claimed.”  They did go through some of those times, and Dr Geelhoed was 
able to show that what he had said was correct.  The minister was using some other figures to show they were 
not correct, but they did not relate directly to what Dr Geelhoed had said.  He said that he had agreed to say 
nothing more, because he was happy that the issue was being looked into.   

Subsequently, the minister asked the doctors at the hospital to go through the services at PMH and provide a 
report.  This is the report that was tabled very quietly by the minister one afternoon last week, towards the end of 
the day.  He said that it was the report by the doctors, that everything was going smoothly, and that, as a result, 
the government would put some money into the hospital.  I want to go through some of the things that were said 
by those divisions within Princess Margaret Hospital for Children.  Some 127 areas of service reported, 
including such areas as the cardiology unit, the child protection unit, the general endocrinology unit, the 
diabetics unit, outpatient clinics, sudden infant death syndrome clinics, the emergency department and so on.  
Each unit in the hospital had three categories on which they had to report: “Ability to meet demand”, “Ability to 
meet standards” and “Morbidity & Mortality”.  Under those categories they could put “0”, indicating that 
everything was sweet; “1”, indicating that there was a mild problem; “2” indicating a moderate problem; and 
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“3”, indicating a severe problem.  I will go through the comments under the category of severe problem for each.  
Under “Ability to meet demand”, “3” reads - 

Prolonged and unacceptable waiting time for service, contravening clinical practice guidelines and 
occasioning risk and discomfort. 

Under “Ability to meet standards”, “3” reads - 

Consistently fails to fulfil clinical practice guidelines or standards of practice.   

Under “Morbidity & Mortality”, “3” reads - 
Greatly increased risk of frequent, severe adverse outcome.   

I will say that again because members need to listen to those words.  It reads - 
Greatly increased risk of frequent, severe adverse outcome.   

I went through the comments that people from each of those departments had written in response to those 
options.  Fifty-five per cent of the departments, or more than half, put “3”, the maximum level of severity, in at 
least one of those three categories.  Some 11 per cent, or one in 10, listed “3” for all three categories.  Some 
18 per cent put two out of three and 26 per cent put one out of three.  Only 15 per cent of departments listed “0” 
or “1” at the lower end of the scale of severity when it came to their ability to provide service.  The most 
damning element of this report is that 18 per cent, or nearly one in five departments, put “3” under the category 
of “Greatly increased risk of frequent, severe adverse outcome”.   

This is the premier paediatric hospital in Western Australia; in fact, it is the only paediatric hospital in Western 
Australia.  One in five departments thought there was a greatly increased risk of severe adverse outcome to our 
children.  Some 55 per cent gave a severe rating for their inability to provide service in at least one of those three 
categories.  That is an absolute damning indictment of this government and the lip service that it pays to 
providing reasonable service in our hospitals.  Sadly, this is a reflection of what is happening in other major 
hospitals in Western Australia, particularly in the metropolitan area.  On Monday of last week the hospitals had 
their worst crowding of emergency departments ever.  Early on Monday morning, 100 people had been seen in 
the emergency departments and were sitting on trolleys in corridors waiting to be admitted.  We do not even 
have a winter strategy up and running.  We have not even hit winter, yet 100 people were lying in our hospitals 
waiting for a bed and somewhere to go.   

What does the minister say he will do about it when we raise the matter in this house?  I know that listening to 
budget speeches is not all that exciting, but I want the Treasurer to listen to this little section of my speech for a 
second.   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  In between my next files? 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  Yes.  The minister said that $15 million was available to fix the huge problem we face at 
Princess Margaret Hospital for Children.  That money is also for lists of additional, mostly recurrent services.  
Among the different programs are the hearing program, which will have 1.5 full-time equivalent audiologists, 
0.6 FTE secretarial support and 0.2 FTE nurses.  There is reference to the SIDS unit, which I am sure the 
Treasurer will agree is something of major concern to everybody.  It states that there are major problems 
supporting the families of infants who die unexpectedly.  The unit requires only 0.5 of a full-time position for a 
social worker to help provide those services.  The minister says that there is $15 million to do that.  However, 
when I look through the Treasurer’s budget and look at the area that details the $15 million, it states that Princess 
Margaret Hospital for Children is “holding”.  Presumably, “holding” refers to those hospitals that will be closed 
or relocated, such as Royal Perth Hospital.  Of the $15 million, $200 000 was spent this year.  For the coming 
financial year, there is only $2 million and the following out years are $3 million, $3 million, $3 million, 
$2.5 million and $1.3 million.  That is obviously for the ongoing maintenance requirements of the hospital.  The 
hospital needs ongoing maintenance and that is called “holding”, which is listed under capital works.  I think I 
would be correct in assuming that that money is available for maintenance of the hospital.  If it will be used for 
something else, then fine.  Am I correct in assuming that in this coming financial year in which $2 million is 
allocated, the money is available for use on other things?  Can the $15 million, which is spread out over the 
forward estimate years, be spent next year?  I know that is a bit of a loaded question for the Treasury. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  This is probably not the best format to answer that question.  The minister and his advisers - 
particularly his advisers - are the people who deal with amounts of that magnitude.  It is a bit below the radar of 
the overall budget process.  Normally speaking, if an amount is allocated across forward estimates, one would 
not expect it to be spent in one year. 
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Dr K.D. HAMES:  I understand that; it is a bit of a loaded question.  I know the answer, which is that they are 
not supposed to.  Funds that are anticipated to be used down the track are sometimes drawn on.  As such, it is a 
budget overexpenditure.  The point I am trying to make is that a person would not reasonably expect that the 
$15 million allocation is to address the concerns I am talking about now. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  If you are quoting from the capital works budget, that is not money that is available for the 
recurrent services of a hospital. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  I said that it was a loaded question.   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  I said, “If you are quoting from the capital works budget”. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  I am; it is page 535 of the capital works budget, which lists Princess Margaret Hospital for 
Children holding $15 million.  There is no other amount allocated in the budget for Princess Margaret Hospital 
for Children. 

In my other hand I have a copy of a brief ministerial statement from Mr McGinty.  It states, in part - 

This morning I met clinical staff at Princess Margaret Hospital for Children to discuss issues currently 
affecting our children’s hospital and the future redevelopment of PMH.  

The statement went on to discuss the “Gaps in Clinical Services” report.  It continues - 

The state government had already set aside $15 million for capital works - 

I presume it is that amount of money to which I referred earlier; there is no money anywhere else - 

to upgrade clinical services at the existing hospital and work has commenced on the following five 
priority areas as identified by PMH clinicians . . .  

They have identified five key areas that they want funded first.  The minister said that there is $15 million and 
that work had started on the five priority areas.  He did not mention that only $200 000 had been spent this year, 
and that there is only $2 million available for the coming year that is available for him to spend on capital works 
and non-recurrent expenditure.   

[Member’s time extended.] 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  The five things that the $15 million will be spent on include the recruitment of additional 
emergency department nursing staff at a cost of $700 000.  If he is recruiting additional nursing staff and, unless 
he sacks them at the end of the year, that is recurrent expenditure.  In addition, he stated that there was 
$1.28 million to construct and run a new procedure room.  That is definitely capital works; that definitely comes 
within the allocation.  The procedure room will be used for medical procedures such as endoscopies, botox 
injections and minor surgery.  That is good.  The next key area was the provision of extra office space for 
clinicians through a $70 000 refit.  The same applies to that expenditure; it is for capital works.  That is $70 000 
plus $1.28 million, which equals $1.35 million.  The next key area was the allocation of additional administrative 
and nursing staff to the outpatient clinic at a cost of $250 000, creating an extra 20 clinic sessions a week.  
Again, that is recurrent expenditure.  We are up to $950 000 in recurrent expenditure and $1.35 million for 
capital works.  I am adding these figures off the top of my head, and the Treasurer will pick up any mistakes I 
make.  The final priority area was an allocation of $1.46 million to establish a new centre with additional staff 
for the adolescent eating disorder service.  I do not know how much of that amount is recurrent expenditure and 
how much will be spent on capital works, but, either way, when that $1.46 million is added to the $1.35 million 
that has already been allocated, it equals $2.81 million, yet only $2 million has been allocated.  The 
$2.81 million for capital works and the nearly $1 million in recurrent expenditure have been taken from the 
$2 million for capital works.  Sure, there is a separate budget for recurrent funds in the total allocation for the 
recurrent budget, but that is not what the minister is talking about; he is talking about the $15 million. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Put your question to the minister. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  I did. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  You’ll have an opportunity during estimates. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  I will definitely put it to the minister during the estimates committee hearing, but this is my 
contribution to the budget debate. 

Several members interjected. 
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Dr K.D. HAMES:  The answer will be that it will be slip, sliding away, because the Treasurer knows that that 
press release does not match the budget papers. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  I am sure that the member for Yokine will confirm for you that the health budget is a 
mysterious beast.  There will be a proper answer to all these questions when the estimates committee process 
occurs. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  It is a mysterious beast.  When I talk to staff in hospitals about beds, I find that the issue is a 
movable feast that nobody understands.  I spoke to the minister in the corridor the other day because he gave me 
an answer to a question about beds that did not make sense.  Without putting him down, because that is not what 
I intend to do, he did not understand the answer, and neither did I.  It is almost impossible to work out the 
number of beds that are available in hospitals because of the different categorisation of beds, dialysis chairs, 
fully funded beds and non-fully funded beds. 

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  Yes.  The other day I spoke to a senior officer in the emergency department at Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital about beds.  I asked him how many beds in his wards were available to admit patients at any 
one time.  He said that there were 620 beds listed on his computer.  I said that it was good that he had 620 fully 
funded, staffed beds.  He said that that was not what I had asked him and that I had asked him how many beds he 
had.  He told me that he had only 580 fully funded, staffed beds.  I asked him where he got the other 40 beds 
from.  He said that he did not know but they were there, and that funding and staff come from a variety of 
sources, because if he did not have those 40 beds, he would be stuffed.  Ministers and certainly shadow ministers 
do not know what beds are available, and the people in the hospitals know how many beds are there but not how 
they come about.  It is difficult to determine where patients go when more beds are needed.  I spoke to a doctor 
at Royal Perth Hospital last week about beds and people waiting in corridors at his hospital.  The Treasurer will 
recall that last Monday 100 people waited for beds in the three major metropolitan hospitals.  The doctor at 
Royal Perth Hospital said that they had enough beds for those patients, but they just did not have the beds when 
they needed them.  He said that they find beds for the patients who are at the hospital at night and first thing in 
the morning, but only as people are discharged during the day.  As the day goes on, patients are cleared out and 
beds are made available for people at the end so that, by the end of the day, all the patients have been housed.  In 
the meantime, they are stuck in a corridor, which causes access block.  The poor doctors and nurses must look 
after the new patients and those who are sitting in a corridor waiting for a bed.  Today I asked another doctor 
who used to be in that system why we do not have a system whereby instead of waiting in a corridor or in a 
temporary ward that is next to an emergency department, all the patients are not moved to a ward that is fully 
staffed.  Extra staff would obviously be required to do that.  The fully staffed ward could look after the patients 
who are waiting for a bed.  Those patients could then be moved into a ward as other patients are moved out.  The 
ward could manage the patients from the other end as well, so that the patients who were due to leave the 
hospital that day and who were waiting for family members to pick them up could go there too.  I was told that 
that had been tried before.  Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital had one end of it.  It had a holding ward that was more 
like a lounge for those patients who were waiting to be discharged.  Royal Perth Hospital had a temporary ward 
for patients coming in.  Why cannot the government fund a ward that is fully staffed that would look after both 
ends of the spectrum and would cater also for someone who has a leg infection and who might need to stay for 
only a day or a day and a half?  Extra staff would not need to be provided for one ward that needs an extra bed or 
two.  Funding could be allocated to provide a proper ward with staff who knew how to look after patients at the 
severe end of the spectrum; that is, patients who were coming into the hospital.  Fewer staff would be on shift at 
different times of the day to look after the patients who were waiting to go home instead of leaving them all in 
the emergency departments. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Will you take an interjection? 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  I will. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  There is no magic silver bullet.  If you can persuade your GP colleagues to do house visits at 
aged care homes and to do simple observations and changes of dressings etc, about 40 per cent of those beds 
wouldn’t be needed.  So many people are coming into the emergency departments that if the old system of 
medicine that was practiced many years ago - 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  I understand that.  I have been a general practitioner in those circumstances.  When GPs go 
to a nursing home, the issue is not so much what the doctor can do but what the staff at the nursing home can 
do - their ability to provide a service when a slightly higher level of service is needed.  I made a suggestion on 
that matter that, to some extent, has been covered by the Help in the Home program.  That is a good service, but 
it requires doctors and nurses who are attached to a hospital to provide the service.  I would rather see us link 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 16 May 2006] 

 p2697b-2752a 
Mr Eric Ripper; Deputy Speaker; Mr Colin Barnett; Mr Paul Omodei; Mr Troy Buswell; Mr Bob Kucera; Mr 

Brendon Grylls; Ms Katie Hodson-Thomas; Acting Speaker; Mr Peter Watson; Mr Tony Simpson; Mr J. 
Mcgrath; Mrs Carol Martin; Dr Kim Hames; Mr Tom Stephens; Dr Steve Thomas; Mr Gary Snook 

 [47] 

into a significantly expanded Silver Chain service that was modelled on the cancer management service that it 
provides.  Under that model the care of a patient with cancer who is involved in the Silver Chain management 
service is shared between the patient’s GP and the Silver Chain staff.  When the GP can visit the patient, he does, 
but the patient is provided also with a nurse who can frequently review the patient.  When the patient reaches the 
end stage of his or her life, a full-time nurse is provided, and doctors who are experts in the management of 
cancer support the GP and will visit the patient when the GP is unable to.  The GP can ring the doctors and ask 
for advice while remaining involved in the care of the patient.  That is a tremendous service.  For about 
$15 million the government could expand that service.  Silver Chain provides that service from Esperance to 
Carnarvon.  That program could be linked with the emergency departments.  A doctor could diagnose that a 
patient needs an IV drip or IV antibiotics and that it would be okay if the patient went home.  The patient could 
go home and someone from Silver Chain could look after the patient’s intensive management for the first few 
days until the patient had recovered.  Silver Chain people do that in liaison with general practitioners in the same 
way they liaise with patients having cancer therapy.  It is the same with patients who are discharged from 
hospital; again, when they are going home, there is liaison with GPs and support practices so that on the 
weekend when doctors are away or are having a party, doctors are still available to provide advice and support to 
patients.  GPs are, therefore, involved then as well.  Instead of sending someone to hospital, GPs could liaise 
with Silver Chain and try to look after patients at home for a few days.  The program is similar to the Help in the 
Home program, except that it does not take away doctors and nurses from hospitals and does not require 
hospitals to individually support or fund it.  The program could be run directly between government and Silver 
Chain under contract, with Silver Chain liaising with all GPs and hospitals to provide a detailed service that 
would go a long way to reducing waiting times for people stuck in emergency departments.  The program is well 
worth supporting and is certainly a program that I will be promoting strongly if the opposition gets into 
government at the next election. 

Sadly, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr G. Woodhams), my 10-minute extension has dissipated.  I had planned to make 
comments about Aboriginal communities, and to refer particularly to comments made by Sue Gordon, and Noel 
Pearson from Queensland, about Aboriginal communities in the north.  Without going into detail on those 
comments, I strongly support the comments made by both those people, and the comments of the member for 
Kimberley about management of alcohol being one of the key issues that must be addressed.  I support the 
concept of hostel accommodation for Aboriginal children and for taking them away from their homes and 
putting them in hostels supported by Aboriginal people in the region where they live.  Those are two key issues 
on which I would like to make more comments at a later stage; however, sadly, I have run out of time.  Suffice it 
to say that those two people have a lot of very positive, strong things to say about Aboriginal people in Western 
Australia. 

MR T.G. STEPHENS (Central Kimberley-Pilbara) [8.57 pm]:  The budget debate provided me with the 
opportunity to think about the first budget speech that I heard delivered in Parliament.  A copy of the speech was 
re-run in the upper house in the speech that was delivered by the then Treasurer, Premier Ray O’Connor.  He 
delivered a speech in 1982 about budget figures that are now dwarfed by the figures with which we as a state are 
now dealing.  I am reminded that the capital works budget at that time in 1982-83 was $1 billion.  It was a 
significant jump on the previous year, as it allocated about half a billion dollars for the commencement of 
construction work on the Damper to Bunbury gas pipeline.  Nonetheless, $1 billion was considered a huge 
capital works expenditure when I was starting off my parliamentary career at that time and when the general 
expenditure of government from consolidated revenue was $2.3 billion.  I have looked at the figures for this 
year’s budget and I think I am correct in saying that the capital works budget for 2005-06 outlined by the 
Treasurer is $5.2 billion, with $13 billion for recurrent services.  We have moved to a different quantum 
altogether in terms of these levels of expenditure.  There are some constants, however, across those years.  From 
a jocular perspective, I point out again that one of the constants is the front cover of the budget papers.  I have 
always marvelled at the front cover and the fact that Treasury officials have never picked up that about 15 years 
ago a spotted gum was planted to the left of the entrance of Parliament House.  It is testimony to what happens to 
budget speeches given by members of Parliament like me.  I have pointed this out year after year. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  No-one ever reads them. 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  No-one ever reads them or listens to what we have to say.  I point out to the chamber 
that there is a spotted gum in front of the building.  It has been there for 15 years.  It has not grown quite as large 
as the lemon-scented gum on the other side of Parliament House that is under threat from a vandal who 
sometimes marauds the corridors here under various titles. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  He goes by “Speaker”. 
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Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  That is one of the titles.  There is a very large addition out the front of Parliament House 
that has never attracted the observant eyes of Treasury officials and found its way onto the front cover of this 
budgetary document.  Nonetheless, the Treasury officials have noticed other things that have ensured items have 
started to be included within the budget papers in response to the contemporary needs of the state. 

These are extraordinary times in which to represent both the Pilbara and the Kimberley regions.  It is a time like 
no other.  At the start of my political career, I saw trends emerging in a variety of areas in the Pilbara region 
specifically.  There were changes afoot in response to the economic pressure of the state being no longer on the 
boil.  There were changes in the way industry was doing its work in the region.  It was starting to shed its work 
force, trim its operations and respond to increased reductions in the percentage growth of the price of 
commodities.  There was no dramatic increase in the prices being paid for our iron ore and the other 
commodities of the north west.  The companies were starting to disengage from their large work forces.  There 
was a reduced spend on the infrastructure of the region, specifically in the Pilbara region.  The opportunity to see 
new public infrastructure built in those communities had basically gone.  I think the last big investment was in 
the expenditure that went to the Pilbara colleges of Karratha and Port Hedland, which took over from the 
companies the opportunity to provide training for local people.  Until that point there were training workshops in 
Port Hedland and Newman specifically and then in Karratha.  Significant training was occurring in Dampier as 
well as in the large training facilities in Tom Price and Paraburdoo.  That was significantly altered by the arrival 
of the independent colleges with brand spanking new campuses and grand buildings, the last major pieces of 
public infrastructure in the Pilbara region in the early 1980s.   

Against that backdrop, however, things have dramatically changed in the Pilbara region.  It is very hard to 
identify or compare the Pilbara region now with what it was like 23 years ago.  That is evident in the speed with 
which companies have accelerated their infrastructure spending on railway lines, trains and car bodies; altered 
the port operations; duplicated the sidings along the railway lines they operate; and spent money on roads, ports 
mine sites, and, typically, accommodation for fly in, fly out work forces.  Even more recently, Rio Tinto has 
spent money on 51 additional houses in Tom Price, in contrast to the situation five years ago when it proposed to 
demolish 250 houses in Paraburdoo.  Fortunately, the plan was not significantly advanced and now the houses 
are being refurbished and new houses are being erected.  They will accommodate the work force that is 
delivering the labour for the iron ore extraction in particular for the voracious appetite China has shown for not 
only iron ore, but also the spectrum of commodities Western Australia has on offer.  This is having a dramatic 
impact on the Pilbara region, and that impact is increasingly being felt in the resource sector in the other part of 
my electorate, the Kimberley.  Sally Malay’s mining expansion is another industry, and my colleague the 
member for Kimberley referred to Teck Cominco’s decision to reactivate the mine site 20 kilometres out of 
Fitzroy Crossing in the face of what is surely a no-brainer given the price zinc is attracting around the globe.  
That commodity is now driving the reactivation of the zinc deposit on the edge of Fitzroy Crossing.  The Coyote 
goldmine will open up, I think, next week, not so much as a result of pressure from China but because of 
international market conditions and the excellent price that gold is returning.  The Coyote goldmine is operating 
in the south eastern Kimberley, and the Argyle diamond mine, which is operating to the north east, is entering its 
next phase of operation.  These are extraordinary times to be marvelled at by those of us who have the privilege 
of being members of Parliament for those regions and for this state.  They are delivering great opportunities and 
returns from the resource wealth in those areas that is on offer for the communities we serve, the state and the 
nation.  

In the 1982 budget delivered by the then state Treasurer, one of the reminders on the front of the budget papers is 
the commentary that the state Treasurer made about the mean-spirited nature of the national government.  The 
then federal Treasurer Howard delivered effectively diminished returns from the commonwealth to meet the 
needs of vast states such as Queensland and Western Australia.  Begging and petitioning went on to try and 
convince Treasurer Howard of the need for a state like ours to be better accommodated by the formulas applied 
through the Commonwealth Grants Commission process, which did not adequately meet our challenges.  There 
is a sense of familiarity in the budget speeches of today with what was on offer then.  Some things change and 
some things are constant.  

The significant difference in this budget for the two regions I represent is that, at last, very significant capital 
expenditure will be provided for much needed public infrastructure across those two regions.  I am referring to 
the budget’s response to the challenges of community safety by supporting the roll-out of additional police 
facilities in communities that need them.  In my own major population centre of South Hedland, it will provide 
much needed additions and alterations, and the much needed additional police station for neighbouring areas 
such as Jigalong.   
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I refer also to the Warmun community, which is to the north east of my electorate.  Its new police facility is 
scheduled to commence this year.  These police facilities come on top of the reopening of the Port Hedland 
Police Station.  I hope that planning is in the system for the rollout of a much needed replacement of the police 
facility in Fitzroy Crossing.  Community safety is underpinned by a commitment to spend in the order of 
$24 million on police facilities across the two regions, although they are not necessarily in my own electorate.  

I refer to the government’s expenditure on hospitals.  As has been pointed out, hospitals in the Kimberley have 
been scheduled for significant upgrade or replacement.  I am pleased that the last of those upgrades is on its way 
through the system as the work on Fitzroy Crossing District Hospital will soon go out to tender.  As a result of 
that tender, the facilities of that community will be dramatically changed.  The delivery of health services in the 
community will be ensured through integrated links with the Department of Health and the Aboriginal medical 
service equivalent, the Nindilingarri Cultural Health Services.  That service has the opportunity of delivering 
both culturally appropriate preventive and public health strategies in conjunction with the clinical facilities of the 
new hospital.  That is matched at the other end of my electorate with the significant start on the new Hedland 
hospital on the South Hedland campus, which will replace the Port Hedland Regional Hospital that was 
significantly damaged by cyclone Joan in 1975.  Since then, that hospital has been operating from largely 
transportable and temporary facilities.  It has done a good job because of the efforts of its staff.  However, it is 
not equipped with contemporary, pleasant or adequate facilities.  

The massive expenditure on health is also paralleled by expenditure on capital works programs in the area of 
education.  Fortunately, that will result in significant expenditure on South Hedland High School and much 
needed expenditure on a new Fitzroy Crossing community high school, which will be rolled out in 2009.  It will 
replace the Fitzroy Crossing District High School.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  What is happening in Karratha? 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  I have watched my colleague the member for North West Coastal with great interest.  
His behaviour is the model of a successful member of Parliament.  His skill of extracting funds from government 
on behalf of his electorate should be emulated by all.  What he has been able to achieve stands in dramatic 
contrast to the benefits that have flowed in those parts of the Pilbara that are not inside his electorate.  He has 
been very skilful in extracting for his electorate massive expenditure on new education facilities.  I know that his 
plans have not been entirely delivered upon; government expenditure is going his way to respond to skills 
shortages and the need for new community safety facilities associated with the police department.   

More significantly for the both of us is the long-awaited second phase of the rollout of the $100 million 
commitment that is the Tom Price-Karratha road, which connects the two electorates.  Construction will begin in 
the next couple of months.  Additional bitumen will be laid at the Karratha town site.  It will extend towards 
Chichester and deliver a long sought-after piece of community infrastructure that will create great economic 
opportunities for not only the resource sector, but also the tourism industry, because it will open up a new 
pathway that will attract visitors into the region from all over the world.  The road will extend from Chichester 
and Millstream into Karijini.  Ideally, a piece of bitumen will be completed not too far into the future to join up 
with the 25 kilometres coming the other way from Tom Price out towards Munja, which have created an 
opportunity for a pathway that is of great interest to tourists visiting the Pilbara region.  
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  As well as expenditure on that road, there are great challenges for the region in creating 
Main Roads infrastructure.  I am pleased that some work has been done on the Marble Bar to Port Hedland road 
that has delivered the bitumen.  Unfortunately, this year that bitumen has been put to a huge test by the amazing 
weather patterns we have seen.  The Shaw River has been in flood more frequently than not for the first quarter 
of the year, cutting off a community that relies on a crossing over that river.  The community still seeks an all-
weather road to guarantee access.  Further south, at the beginning of the week I travelled on the road from 
Nullagine to Newman, which is in desperate need of extra funds.  This area is flooded with resource sector 
vehicles and tourists flocking to an area that has all the hallmarks of one of the great wonders of the world.  
Rainfall has made the rolling hills of the Karijini and the Chichester Range extraordinary to see; every stream is 
awash, every waterfall still flowing and every waterhole full of the crystal waters of the Pilbara gorges.  The end 
result is that tourists and resource company vehicles and the growing population in the region have placed the 
road system under enormous strain.  I remember my first drive along that road from Nullagine, as the recent song 
by Joel Smoker records the journey from Nullagine to Marble Bar.  I remember travelling along that couple of 
hundred kilometres and passing just one vehicle.  It was driven by an American tourist, who had broken down 
and was trying to chisel off a tyre that had gone flat.  I stopped him and managed to replace his flat tyre.  He 
would have been there for several hours without another vehicle passing.  These days that is a very busy road 
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indeed, but it is still little better than a dirt track that needs upgrading to respond to the challenges of the region.  
This challenge awaits another budget; it has not been delivered in this budget.  It is a big task for any 
government to roll out bitumen across a region as vast as the Pilbara.  I am pleased to see the capital works 
expenditure.  I am conscious that gradually the Treasury and the agencies served by it are realising that the 
benefits flowing to the state from resource growth cannot be enjoyed without responding to the challenges of 
these various communities.   
From the perspective of my 24 years in the Parliament of Western Australia, I have felt the need to reflect on 
some of the trends that have taken place during that time and some of the things that have happened in some of 
the communities in which I have served that have so dramatically changed the nature and fabric of that society.  
When I started off in this job, these communities were strong and vibrant.  They had within their ranks not only 
the work force that is typically associated with the resources sector - often people from other parts of the state - 
but also many people from the local indigenous community.  These people were significantly engaged in the 
economy of those towns.  In some cases they were employed in the resources sector.  However, if they were 
employed in the resources sector, they had typically come into that employment through pathways from public 
sector employment; that is, they had previously worked in Main Roads, in the hospital system, in the former 
Public Works Department or in work associated with the roll-out of the water infrastructure across the regional 
areas of the state.  That was at a time that preceded the preoccupation with economic theories and public sector 
reform strategies that put back all decision making into the capital city of Perth, and made Perth the headquarters 
of these organisations.  These economic theories and public sector reform strategies also delivered to this state 
certain efficiencies, because those organisations presided over extremely lean structures across regional Western 
Australia.  Our political opponents exacerbated that trend by privatising many of the functions of those agencies, 
particularly Main Roads.  The same privatisation strategies in Main Roads that delivered term contracts for road 
maintenance now deliver work forces to the regions.  I know of companies that have flown workers from Perth 
to the town of Port Hedland for a week just to collect the rubbish along the side of the road, simply because the 
company does not have another use for those workers in another part of the state and that seems to be an 
effective use of those workers.  I also know that organisations such as Western Power have flown people into a 
town on Monday and out again on Friday simply to deliver meter reading services to that community.  However, 
in the meantime, unengaged in the region is a whole section of the community that has been shaken out of the 
work force and out of the public sector.   
These people do not have the capacity, the freedom or the inclination to leave their extended family network and 
the landscape of which in many ways they are a part.  However, they have been left behind in a region in which 
the agencies that were once the people who delivered opportunities and pathways for them have been caught up 
in restructuring and privatisation strategies that have delivered dividends for the state, and also for the resources 
companies, under the guise of something that is close to what I would call economic correctness.  However, the 
embracing of that economic correctness delivers huge pain for regional communities.  I know the Treasurer will 
say: well, we would not want economic incorrectness, would we?  This is his line.  He would say to me: we do 
not want economic irrationalism.  What we want is economic rationalism.  What we want is someone who will 
focus on the cost of delivering economic correctness.  However, we need to look at all the parts of the equation 
that underlies these theories.  We need to look at the cost to a state of a budgetary process that leaves a 
significant section of the population unengaged and unemployed and with no pathways for itself.  These families 
once had functionality.  Men left their homes to go to work, and they left behind in those homes kids who were 
able to emerge well rested, clothed and fed and able to undertake pathways to education, training and 
employment - pathways that delivered some cohesion to the communities of which they were a part.  Instead of 
that, down the track community after community has been disengaged.  I am talking about significant 
populations.  It has been said that about 50 per cent of the population of the Kimberley comprises Aboriginal 
people.  Many of those Aboriginal communities have been left without the pathways that could have led them to 
economic opportunity.  The end result and cost is a huge economic challenge for our state.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Does the same thing happen in local government?   

Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  It happens in local and state government and with the withdrawal by the federal 
government of the airstrip operations that provided training and employment for indigenous and other local 
people.  That operation has been replaced with new ways of doing business that have disengaged the old sections 
of the community.  The end result is a huge cost.  Just as Treasury did not notice that the front cover of the 
Budget Statements does not depict the large spotted gum that is growing at the front of Parliament House -  

Mr E.S. Ripper:  It is prophetic.   

Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  I am talking about the spotted gum, not the lemon-scented gum.  The spotted gum will 
not be pulled down because it is, at least, indigenous.   
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The Treasury still has not fully embraced the concept that the result of adopting economic correctness is a huge 
economic cost to our community.  It is a huge economic penalty, and other ways of responding to these problems 
must be found.  Group training schemes are an obvious response.  These schemes have been extremely effective 
and efficient.   

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  You can get an extension.   

Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  I already have had one.  In the old days, in the other place, I used to spend half an hour 
on my opening sentence.  I gather that the rules are more constrained in this place.   

I advise the Treasurer that there is a cost to the community through adopting those philosophies, and that cost 
must be met by government by grabbing and engaging with these issues.  Group training schemes are the 
obvious way to respond to the needs of regions like the Pilbara and Kimberley.  These schemes should emulate 
the successes that have been achieved in a place like Geraldton.  Without those good training schemes, the 
capital works budget of this state would roll itself out and deliver jobs and training opportunities for fly in, fly 
out workers from Perth, but not significantly impact upon communities like Fitzroy Crossing, which is about to 
receive a massive expenditure for capital works in the combination of hospital, school and police station.  That 
program could turn around opportunities and develop the building skills of that community.  However, it can be 
done only if, alongside that economic correctness, those who have reaped the benefits and dividends of a 
reduction in government expenditure embrace rolling out programs to deliver some level of functionality across 
all the state, not only in the capital city.   

DR S.C. THOMAS (Capel) [9.28 pm]:  I was waiting for the member for Central Kimberley-Pilbara to finish.   

Mr T.G. Stephens:  If the member moves to suspend standing orders, I will do so! 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  Order!  The member for Capel has the floor. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker.  It is a joy to have you back in the Chair.  I am sure that 
you will join me in congratulating the Eagles on their win over Collingwood on the weekend.  It was a fine 
victory. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  They played very well.   

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  They played very well.  I know that I speak on behalf of you, Mr Acting Speaker, and other 
members by saying that we take great pride in a Western Australian win over the Victorians.   

The ACTING SPEAKER:  It is great to see Claremont at the top of the ladder.   

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I am sure that it is, Mr Acting Speaker.   

I should return to the budget.  Let us look at what the budget is supposed to do and what it actually does.  About 
a year ago I stood in this place to give my first speech on the budget.  I think that I called the first budget that I 
saw from the Labor Party the balloon budget.  It was a balloon budget because it was very carefully organised.  
Obviously, the economy was very strong and things were going very well, so the Treasurer, in his inimitable 
way, was huffing and puffing and blew up the budget balloon to a reasonable level.  However, he did not overfill 
the balloon; he did not give the absolute representation of what the economy would do, because of course we 
know what happens when the balloon is overfilled.  There will be some problems and it is liable to burst.  That 
first budget was the balloon budget.  I suspect that is fairly common in the four-year electoral cycle.  The first 
one is a balloon budget in which the government does not want to look quite as strong as it really is.  A bit is left 
in reserve.  The balloon is a bit loose and a bit soggy.  There is a little more when a bit of extra air is put in after 
the budget, and the government potentially looks a bit better.  That is a very good ploy, and I am sure that 
Treasurers, both state and federal, use that on a constant basis.  This state Treasurer no doubt did it to perfection 
last year. 

This leads me to what we can expect in the next few budgets.  What can we expect?  In a four-year election 
cycle, if last year’s budget was a balloon budget, this year’s budget would be a smoke-and-mirrors budget in 
which the government gets to do all the dirty work that it really wants to do.  It is still three years out from an 
election.  It is after the first budget following the election.  It is a year down the track.  The government can get a 
lot of the dirty work done.  The government wants to make it look as good as possible, but it is a bit of a smoke-
and-mirrors budget.  Next year we are expecting that it will be, if possible, the “let’s give a little bit back” 
budget.  Next year, the government will not want to give too much back, because the election will still be a 
couple of years away, but it will want to give a bit back, so it will start to soften and loosen its heartstrings a 
little.  It will still be expecting the economy to be doing very well.  Therefore, I expect that probably next year 
there will be a few more tax cuts - not a lot but just a little, a tease or a hint for down the track.  Of course, the 
2008 budget will be the “buying the voters” budget.  The government will have done all the dirty work and the 
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hard yards, and it will be there with its pot of money at the end, and it will go ahead and put a fair bit of money 
back into the electors’ pockets. 

We suspect that this budget is probably the smoke-and-mirrors budget.  It is the second year in a four-year cycle, 
and that is what we expect. Let us look at the budget.  Imagine if you will, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson), 
being a man of great imagination, the budget group sitting around, as it would, discussing this year’s budget.  
There is a fair bit of money in reserve, but this is the smoke-and-mirrors budget.  What will the budget group do 
to get things done?  Will it do the hard yards and line things up for the budgets for the next couple of years?  If it 
is to give a bit of money back in 2008, this is the budget with which it will set it up. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  Doesn’t it fill you with despair? 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Absolutely not, Treasurer.  I am sure that this has been done by Treasurers for far longer 
than this Treasurer has been in the job.  I am sure that the federal Treasurer does exactly the same thing.   
Mr B.S. Wyatt:  Oh, no! 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Outrageous as it sounds, and disturbing as it is, member for Victoria Park, that a Treasurer 
should make political mileage out of a budget, I suspect that it might be true.   

The brains trust of the Labor Party is sitting around in a room, wondering what will be the most important thing 
on which to spend its money in the upcoming financial year.  What would be the most important thing?  Of 
course, the government will put away a bit of money for important services.  Naturally, the most robust, 
forthright and forceful ministers will be rewarded for their activities, as are forceful and forthright backbenchers 
generally.  I know that you, Mr Acting Speaker, have done very well in previous years in Albany.  You have 
been well rewarded, and I am sure you will be again.  I thought you were a bit off your game this year, Mr 
Acting Speaker, I must admit.  I thought you might perhaps be getting a bit of second-term complacency.  I warn 
you against that because it can be very dangerous.  A group of Labor Party people are sitting in a room saying, 
“What are we going to do to minimise the damage?  What is the best thing we can do?  If we had to pick 
something that was hanging over our heads and would damage us in the future, what would it be?”  I can 
imagine the Treasurer turning to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and saying that he knew there had 
been a couple of blow-outs in the cost of the Perth-Mandurah railway but that the minister had it under control 
and that it would not be a millstone around the government’s neck.  He might say that he knew the railway 
would not make a huge amount of money but also that it would not cost a huge amount of money.  The Minister 
for Planning and Infrastructure might say that it would cost a bit to run each year.  That might be a bit 
embarrassing for the government.  I will not bag the minister because there have been blow-outs.  Sometimes a 
minister cannot do much about them because of building problems and all sorts of things.  This is not an attack 
on the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, but the costs will blow out and, of course, the dirty rotten 
opposition will make some mileage out of it.   
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Do you know what the community support for this rail project is? 
Dr S.C. THOMAS:  We are talking about the budget.  I am sure the rail project is very popular in the areas that 
the minister tests, but I listen to the Treasurer whenever I get the chance.  I obviously take note because he is in a 
very important position.  I listened to him on the radio when he was talking about the Perth-Mandurah railway.  
He was asked a couple of weeks ago what the operating costs would be.  He said that he was told the official 
figure would be $50 million.  The Treasurer might look a bit uncomprehending if he likes. 
Mr E.S. Ripper:  Which day and which station? 
Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I listen to the Treasurer frequently, because I naturally hang on every word he says.  The 
Treasurer said it within the past 10 days or so.  Saying that he had been told officially that it would be 
$50 million, of course, did not answer the question.  It was wonderfully done, and Mr Hacker would be proud of 
that performance.  The Treasurer might think the operating cost could be between $50 million and $100 million a 
year and that if interest is paid on that, it could be another $75 million or maybe $100 million a year.  The 
government cannot be sure what the money market might do.  Suddenly it might look like $200 million a year.  
The Treasurer might suspect that the dirty rotten opposition members would make some political mileage out of 
it.  He might not think so, because we are such forthright people.  The government might say that it did not want 
to embarrass itself down the track by having this debt of a $200 million-a-year operating loss hanging over its 
head, so it might look at ways of minimising the damage.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Is that why Richard Court put $300 million into the rail project when he privatised 
AlintaGas?  Is that what he was thinking too? 
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Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I have no idea what he was thinking at the time.  We are just talking about what the 
government was doing with its budget to make sure that it looked as good as possible in the upcoming years, so 
that it could move forward into the electoral cycle.  The plan is for the budget to make the government look 
good.  I am sure it is a very positive plan, but unfortunately it has not entirely worked because it appears that 
most people have seen through it.  That is probably of concern to the government, because it can say what it likes 
about moving the interest rate costs - it is a very useful ploy - but it will not be effective.   

Unfortunately, I have very limited time in which to speak tonight.  As such, I will move to the environment.  
Before I do, I recognise the Minister for Peel and the South West.  I was present when the minister gave his 
speech in Bunbury, and he did a very good job.  I am a little sorry that he was somewhat embarrassed by the 
Mayor of Bunbury, the previous Labor Party member for Mitchell, who spoke about the lack of commitment by 
the Labor Party to the south west.  I must admit that if the Labor Party were serious about unseating the very 
good member for Bunbury - who sits only three seats away from me - it might have put a bit more investment 
into the south west.  The minister did a very good job.  I thought I heard him apologise for the Treasurer and his 
commitment to the south west of Western Australia. 

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  I don’t think so. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I am sure that I did.  The minister did a very good job.  I have been telling everybody what 
a great job he did in apologising for the Labor Party’s lack of largesse in the south west. 

Mr J. McGrath:  He’s a great southern man. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  That is right.  He does not have a huge interest in the south west.  The Minister for Peel and 
the South West was a great apologist; he did a very good job.  At least he knows where it is, I suppose, which is 
an improvement on some of his colleagues.  As he has pointed out, he is only new in the job.  I am sure we can 
expect bigger things in the future.  The opposition expects bigger things in the future.  I hope that next year the 
minister is not required to apologise for the Treasurer and the government over their lack of commitment to the 
area.  I would be very sad, and it would do no good at all to his credibility, if he had to apologise twice.  He 
should learn from his previous leader: an apology once is acceptable.  I am sure that the minister will be 
forgiven, as was his previous leader.  An apology two years in a row would be of great concern.  I am afraid that 
his credibility would suffer. 

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  I have great faith in the Treasurer. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  He had better pick up.  The government will only give a bit back next year; it will not give 
it all back.  We will require a bit more of a push.  I will return to the south west later because I want to talk about 
lots of things. 

I will look briefly at the environment.  Unfortunately, we are limited in time tonight, but, fortunately, we have 
the estimates committee hearings next week to ask for greater details.  I return to the environment.  I will 
compare a couple of reports that have been floating around.  The first is the budget, which is gospel.  We all have 
great faith in it.  Nevertheless, questions need to be asked.  I will make a brief comparison much in the mould of 
the very good member for Carine, who talked about tourism and the government’s lack of commitment in that 
area.  Obviously, this is a smoke-and-mirrors budget.  The environment does not appear to be a high priority.  I 
am sure that it will become a high priority in a couple of years.  I am glad to see that the manager of government 
business, the Minister for Water Resources, is in the house.  I will refer briefly to the annual report of the Swan 
River Trust, because it makes a very good comparison with the investment that the government is making in the 
Swan and Canning Rivers - the iconic rivers of Western Australia.  I am sure that the minister will find the 
comparison very interesting.  There is something of an increase in the budget for the Swan River Trust, I am 
very pleased to say. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  So you don’t go along with your leader in saying that we are spending too much money and 
should be cutting money from these programs? 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Not at all.  It is a question of priorities.  The minister might prioritise the hiding of an 
interest payment on a $1.3 billion debt on the railway because that is the most important thing for him.  I might 
say that I am prepared for governments of the future to continue to contribute to that on the basis that it might 
save the Swan and Canning Rivers and a number of other environmental causes in the meantime.  It is about 
what is the priority of the government - getting the politics right - versus what I am looking at, which is trying to 
make a difference to the environment.  The overall expenditure need not necessarily change.  We are looking at 
slightly different priorities.  Members on this side of the chamber will not sacrifice the rivers.  The member for 
South Perth is very fond of the rivers; his electorate is surrounded by them.  If they turn into a cesspit, he will be 
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looking for a country electorate, and, thanks to the government, there are not many of those left.  I am not sure 
how he is with sheep or cows anyway! 

I am getting diverted and I am very quickly running out of time.  I will now refer to the annual report of the 
Swan River Trust, which I will also refer to at a later date.  The chairman’s report is very interesting.  It states 
that human impacts on the river continue to be a major concern for the trust.  Do members know what he goes on 
to talk about?  He goes on to talk about sewage spills.  The government tells us that sewage spills in the Swan 
and Canning Rivers are of no concern and have no environmental impact.  That is its natural recourse when there 
is an overflow of sewage.  However, the chairman of the Swan River Trust thinks that sewage spills are of some 
concern. 

Let me return to the budget because that is my hobbyhorse. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Let us consider the requirements of the Swan River Trust to get the job done.  The first 
issue listed in the operations summary of the annual report under the heading “Collect water information” states 
that additional funding is required for scientific research and analysis to guide management.  The second issue 
states that there is a need to expand the variables monitored to include certain metals and pollutants and to target 
and identify harmful algal species.  There is a smidgin in the budget for oxygenation of the river, but that does 
not target pollutants, metals or harmful algal species.  If there is an algal bloom, oxygenation will reduce fish 
deaths, so it is not all bad news.  A magnificent and magnanimous $1.5 million a year in additional funding will 
be thrown into the Swan River Trust to do all those things that the minister and the government decided that they 
wanted to do with the Swan River and to fix much of the damage to the Swan River.  One and a half million 
dollars will probably fix nothing.  It probably would have saved a few hundred fish out of the couple of thousand 
that were killed this year.  I have no doubt that we are looking at an algal bloom season and a fish kill every year 
in the Swan River. 

The opposition was looking for some serious expenditure by the government to indicate that it was serious about 
fixing the Swan and Canning Rivers, but it was dreadfully disappointed.  I was personally disappointed.  The 
new minister, the young gun, is supposed to be in there firing, but he was a disappointment.  The Swan River 
Trust has been allocated an extra $1 million a year in recurrent funding and $300 000 to $400 000 a year for 
nutrient intervention in the Ellen Brook catchment.  I do not know what can be done with that; we could have a 
few cruises up and down Ellen Brook.  However, there will not be any serious results in the reduction of nutrient 
levels.  An amount of $600 000 increasing to $1 million has been allocated for maintaining oxygen levels, and a 
bit of capital will probably be used for an oxygenation plant.  It is a contribution, but if the government were 
serious about implementing the Swan and Canning Rivers Management Bill, which members agreed to and 
voted in favour of in the past couple of months, we would have seen a serious commitment to fixing those rivers. 

Let us look at some of the other activities of the Swan River Trust and what it is planning to do.  No additional 
money has been allocated for management plans, but the government has not cut that allocation.  Let us consider 
the protection of waterways and foreshores.  The third issue listed in the annual report of the Swan River Trust 
states that it is reliant on third parties maintaining their networks of sewerage and stormwater systems.  It is 
reliant on other departments and the government to do the jobs they are required to do.  I am sure that these 
departments would love to do the jobs they are required to do, but they just tell us that they are not funded to do 
those jobs.   

Let us look at the infill sewerage program, which this government seems to loathe.  Like its problem with private 
land-ownership, it has a problem with the provision of an adequate infill deep sewerage program.  The 
government has cut the budget.  A question was asked about this today.  I will get down to tintacks.  The original 
$90 million budget for infill sewerage, which the previous government put in place, has been cut and slashed.  
The government allocated $44 million for it in the 2004-05 budget, but that figure was reduced during the year to 
$34 million.  Surely this miserly government could not cut it any further.  Surely the need to provide proper 
environmental care would be an incentive for the government to increase the budget.  That is not true.  The 
current budget has decreased from $34 million to $30 million a year.  That will probably extend from 2024 to 
2030, the year in which places that require sewerage will receive it.  It is an absolute disgrace. 

I refer to the Swan River Trust, whose task it is to fix the Swan and Canning Rivers.  The third issue in the Swan 
River Trust annual report refers to limited resources to deal with increased public inquiries under 
“communications with the Swan River Trust”.  Let us look at the communications budget for the Swan River 
Trust.  I will refer to the priorities of this government.  Last year the government spent $1.199 million on the 
communications budget for the Swan River Trust.  The trust said that it was not enough money.  What will the 
government do this year?  It will reduce the budget to $1.182 million.  The government’s own department is 
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telling the government that it is not being provided with enough money.  This is a very brave report.  I believe 
Jim Hacker would call it a “courageous” report.  It points out the shortcomings in the funding for the Swan River 
Trust.  The trust says that it has not received enough funding and the government’s response is to reduce its 
funding further.  This is an indication of the sense of the government’s priorities.  The government will minimise 
the public and voter damage regarding how it spends its money, but the government will not provide money for 
the infrastructure that is required.  It certainly will not provide it for infrastructure outside the Perth metropolitan 
region.  I am glad that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure is here.  She can have another go at me if she 
likes. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  I like to do you slowly! 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  No doubt.  When we get to the greater Bunbury region scheme, I am sure we will really 
cross swords.  Currently we are just toying around the edges.  I love the way the minister talks about Western 
Australia comprising 10 per cent of Australia’s population but receiving only seven per cent of the national road 
funding.  I agree with the minister and she is right to take up that argument.  I commend her for it.  However, the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure must hold the same candle to the performance of this government and 
the minister’s department in the regions of Western Australia, and the south west in particular, which is where I 
come from.  The minister must have regard for the proportion of the population of Western Australia that lives in 
the south west and the infrastructure budget that is provided to the south west.  I have rounded off the figures.  
The minister is outraged by 10 per cent of the population receiving seven per cent of the national road funding 
budget, yet the south west corner, which comprises about six per cent of the population, receives just three per 
cent of the infrastructure budget of this state.  Each time the minister jumps up and down and talks about the fact 
that the federal government is underfunding the state - 
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  How much do we have in the budget for the Perth-Bunbury highway? 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Historically, of all the highways in the south west, the government has classically 
underfunded it. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  We have provided $79 million in the budget for the Perth-Bunbury highway. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  It is $79 million?  What is the proportion?  Does the minister know what three per cent of 
the five points of the infrastructure budget would be? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  We are talking about the roads budget. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I am talking about the infrastructure budget.  What is the minister’s government giving in 
infrastructure to the south west?  It is three per cent of $5.2 billion. 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan:  Some members might have forgotten that the Labor Party first promised in 1983 to 
build a dual carriageway between Perth and Bunbury.  It promised to have it done in 2000 and ever since then 
we have seen broken promise after broken promise on that matter. 
Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Six per cent of the population is in the south west and three per cent of infrastructure 
funding will be spent in the south west.  The budget is really only $4 billion, because we do not actually trust the 
Treasurer’s $5.2 billion budget.  The figure of $5.2 billion is a little rubbery.  Unfortunately, half an hour is not 
sufficient time to discuss all the problems that this government is delivering to the various areas.  Are we 
keeping various members awake? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Just let me get this right: you are actually opposed to the greater Bunbury region 
scheme; is that correct? 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I think the greater Bunbury region scheme is absolutely appalling.  I am going to run out of 
time; we should have this debate at a later stage.  Does the greater Bunbury region scheme dictate where the next 
node of residential development will be?  Does it dictate the next area of industrial development?  What is the 
greater Bunbury region scheme plan for the Kemerton industrial area?  What does it do?  What does it tell us? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  So are you opposed to the detail of the scheme or the concept of the scheme? 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  No, I do not oppose the concept of the scheme.  The concept of the scheme - regionalised 
planning - is great.  The details of the scheme are a joke; that is the problem.  If the government came up with a 
scheme that might work, that told us where development might occur, it might have - 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  So this scheme that was developed under Graham Kierath, under the Liberal 
government, is problematic; is that right? 
Dr S.C. THOMAS:  No.  The original scheme, which gave us a regionalised planning system, was a very good 
idea. 
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Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  This is based on the draft that your government released in 2000.  All we have done is 
reduce - 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  It is not good enough.  I agree with the minister.  If she tells me there are no changes to it, I 
agree, it is not good enough. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  It is not that there are no changes, but that there have been improvements. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  It was not good enough then; it is not good enough now.  However, we will have that 
debate at a later stage.  It is not good enough. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Did you put in a submission to tell us what you wanted? 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  It remains not good enough. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  I am going to write you a letter and you can tell me what you want. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Mr Speaker, while we have the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure in the chamber, 
can we have an update - not necessarily now - on how the Bunbury-Greenbushes railway line is progressing and 
whether it will be on time and on budget?  I see in the budget that there is funding for it. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  How much did the Court government put into rail freight?  Nothing!  Zero! 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Shall we get into the Court government over that or shall we attack the minister’s 
government over slashing the infill sewerage program?  Slashing the infill sewerage program is dictating to 
country towns whether they can expand or whether they will be stuck in a rut for the next 50 years because this 
government refuses to contribute to the program.  There are many items we could discuss.  We could discuss 
where the power infrastructure funding will go.  We are nearly a year down the track waiting to see where the 
power infrastructure funding will go.  About $600 million-odd is in the current budget for power infrastructure.  
Where will that go?  Can we have a breakdown from the Treasurer of exactly where that will be spent? 
Mr E.S. Ripper:  That is a matter for Western Power’s networks. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  That is very convenient.  So we do not know where any of that funding will go. 
Mr E.S. Ripper:  Western Power networks can be examined in the estimates committee process. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  We will ask some questions, I am sure, as there are many unanswered questions about the 
Treasurer’s budget. 
Mr T. Buswell:  If you can get to ask a question in estimates. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  If we can get one in.  There are many questions that require to be answered.  Unfortunately, 
we do not have time today to address them all.  We will address them in the estimates hearing.   

MR G. SNOOK (Moore) [9.59 pm]:  It is with pleasure that I rise to speak in reply to the budget speech on the 
second occasion since I have been in this place.  The budget is a very complex set of documents.  The 
international accounting standards that we now comply with add to the deeper complexity of it.  It is interesting 
how we all try to get down to the finer details.  In some areas that is not such a task but in other areas it is really 
quite difficult to get down to the finer details.  I say to the Treasurer that the estimates committees will enable us 
to get down to the finer details.  I must raise concern about the effectiveness of what we are facing next week 
with estimates committees and the opportunity to do precisely that.  I float the idea that we need a better way for 
all parties to get more in-depth information so that we can be effective.  There is an opportunity in this place to 
look for checks and balances, for checking on accountability and for us on this side of the house to do our job.  I 
put it to the Treasurer that perhaps we should explore that opportunity jointly so that we have more time and 
more opportunity to address the finer details, which I know every member in this place would aspire to 
achieving. 
The budget has been described in various ways and we have a variety of opinions on it.  It is a bit like getting a 
doctor’s opinion or a solicitor’s opinion.  If we went to another doctor or solicitor, we would get a variant to the 
opinion we first obtained.  In my humble opinion, as a state, we have missed an opportunity by diverting capital 
to completely wipe off the Mandurah rail debt.  It is a great aspiration to be debt free in certain areas.  In essence, 
that $1.2 billion has deprived us of additional opportunities to expend money on social needs and other capital 
infrastructure needs that would bring across-the-board benefits.  Investment in infrastructure is fine, but we need 
to balance that investment across a range of infrastructure projects that will contribute to growing our economy.  
We need to have infrastructure projects such as public transport facilities, which do not pay their way but which 
are required, and we as taxpayers must foot the bill.  There is no question about that; I do not have a problem 
with that.   
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It has been said by members on the other side that when the boom stops and when the bubble bursts, we will be 
highly reliant on having infrastructure in place that will build our economy.  We need infrastructure in those 
regions of Western Australia that will provide the growth to continue to allow us to be a very sustainable state, 
despite the downturn which will eventually come.  Those areas that I talk of are in the agricultural areas of the 
remote rural regions, which have missed out badly.  The Minister for Agriculture and Food and Minister for the 
Mid West and Wheatbelt, who is in the other place, conceded in a recent radio interview that the remote rural 
regions were possibly areas that could have received more attention.  However, where do we spread the 
infrastructure and how do we meet the demands in a balanced way?  I acknowledge that difficulty.  The essence 
of my point is that we have perhaps missed the opportunity by not using a portion of that $1.3 billion on those 
much-needed projects to continue to help our economy grow in the future and balance the books beyond this 
present fantastic resources boom. 

The budget provides for a limited number of new projects, particularly for remote and rural areas.  The majority 
of the projects are old, ongoing and reoccurring; for example, road infrastructure projects such as the Great 
Northern Highway and Great Eastern Highway etc.  That is fine, but my point is that we are distinctly missing 
additional funds to spend on new projects that will augur favourably for us in future.  
I will now outline what areas I believe are missing out in my electorate.  The fundamental infrastructure of 
remote and regional Western Australia’s lifeblood is our road and rail infrastructure.  In rural Western Australia, 
roads and rail are the very essence and key drivers of our capacity to remain sustainable in agriculture and 
associated industries that support and supply agricultural industries within the wheatbelt.  Western Australia’s 
rail and road building legacy has been created over a number of decades.  It has transcended various 
governments, and I say that because it is a fact.  We have let go the maintenance and continual refurbishment of 
our wheatbelt rail systems.  The roads that are in some cases 50 to 60 years old were never designed to carry the 
volumes of freight traffic they now carry.  As a result, they are deteriorating rapidly.  Railway lines are closing 
down in various areas of the wheatbelt and many roads are not sustaining their freight traffic workload.  That 
problem will come back and bite the state in a big way if an injection of funds is not made into that area in the 
very near future.  

What else is not in the budget for the electorate of Moore?  No money has been allocated for passing lanes on the 
Brand Highway.  This road is carrying an increasing amount of traffic because of the resources boom.  In the 
very near future, one road train per hour will leave the Dongara offshore oilfield that ROC Oil has brought on for 
production and travel to Kwinana down the Brand Highway.  That means 48 trucks will travel on that road in 
addition to the mineral sands trucks that travel from Gingin to Eneabba and the extra heavy freight that moves up 
and down the Brand Highway to supply the resource industries in the north west.  Coupled with that, we 
continue to see no real commitment by this government to the construction of Indian Ocean Drive, the coast road 
between Lancelin and Cervantes.  The budget papers contain text that indicates that it will begin in 2007-08, but 
no money is allocated in the forward estimates, and that is a pity.  The neglect of funding for Indian Ocean Drive 
will deny relief from the clash of heavy haulage traffic and the growing tourism traffic on the Brand Highway 
with no passing lanes.  I can see no money in the budget for the four east-west lime-sand cartage routes that are 
principally all within the electorate of Moore.  In effect, about 100 000 tonnes of lime sand is moved inland from 
the coast, principally on local gravel roads that are falling to pieces.  The Dandaragan and Coorow shires are 
faced with this problem and they do not receive any funding assistance from the state and federal governments.   

I cannot see any money in the budget to address the problem of small bridges in the wheatbelt.  Maybe during 
the estimates hearings I will be able to determine whether such moneys are hidden.  Last year small bridges on 
Miling Moora Road threatened the closure of that road prior to the beginning of seeding.  Can members imagine 
what would happen if farmers were suddenly faced with the additional cost of trucks having to travel an 
additional 80 to 100 kilometres to access fertiliser needs from supply depots?  That is a growing problem.   

Another issue that severely affects my electorate is the lack of an infill sewerage program.  My colleague the 
member for Capel mentioned it; indeed, the issue has been mentioned by a number of other speakers today.  The 
lack of an infill sewerage program not only results in environmental issues, but also it deters growth, because 
without infill sewerage, land cannot be subdivided.  If government land is available but there is no money for an 
infill sewerage program, that tends to baulk development.  It is not an issue for private developers.  In many 
towns in my electorate, native title is holding back the capacity of the government to develop crown land.  There 
is a logjam because the price of land is being forced up.  There is no relief and no land for people to invest in.  
Local governments continue to carry the additional burden of trying to cope with the issues for which there is a 
lack of funding.  I come back to the point that a proportion of the $1.3 billion - not all of it - should be spread 
across remote and rural Western Australia and outside the regional centres.  It is important that we build our 
regional centres.  I am not criticising the investment that the government has made in regional centres; indeed, in 
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that regard it must be complimented.  However, the government should not tell those in the bush that it is 
spending money in regional areas and imply that that money is being spent across the board.  The bulk of it is 
going to major regional centres, which need it.  That is not a problem.  However, the government should watch 
this space and see what legacy it will leave in the remote and rural areas of our state.  
In his budget speech, the Treasurer acknowledged that the lifeblood of our economy is driven by the regions and 
the rural areas.  He is dead right.  Indeed, he is on the money.  However, we must focus more attention on some 
of the other areas that I have outlined in my address.  I urge the Treasurer to consider that as we move into the 
next series of budgets in the next couple of years.  The Treasurer says that he does not want to leave a legacy of 
debt, which is commendable, but I see a legacy of enormous expenditure in getting our rural road system and rail 
infrastructure up to speed.  That is an issue to which I draw his attention.   

Agriculture, as always, faces considerable challenges.  Over time, agriculture has always faced challenges, but 
none so severe as those it faces now.  Cost rises are placing additional pressure on primary producers.  There are 
also increasing demands from the community, and from government through environmental legislation and 
expectations of the broader community, that farmers bear the additional cost of the impositions of such 
legislation and environmental protection policies.  We must be ever mindful of the very thin margin in which 
agriculture operates.  Fuel prices are making that thin line even thinner, and it is getting to the point at which it 
will snap.  I cannot emphasise this enough to members opposite, who perhaps do not have experience in 
agriculture.  As the price of fuel pushes towards the $2 a litre mark, we will see impacts on agricultural 
production that have not been seen for many decades.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr G. SNOOK:  The situation in the bush right now is very tenuous.  It is exacerbated by uncertainty about 
what the future holds as a result of electoral reform, commonly known as one vote, one value.  Democracy has 
prevailed, but we will see over the next decade or so whether democracy delivers on the range of issues I have 
spoken about this evening.  The regions and the rural areas of this state provide the lifeblood that drives the 
economy.  We will see how they fare in the coming decade.   

I commend the government for increasing the budget allocation to the Department of Agriculture and Food to 
$167 million, along with $2.89 million for the Agriculture Protection Board.  This amounts to the largest 
expenditure allocated to agriculture for a very long time.  The increase is not huge, but it is encouraging.  I hope 
that it acknowledges the importance of agriculture to this state.  However, I will express concern about some 
issues within the Department of Agriculture and Food and Agriculture Protection Board budgets.  I commend the 
government for its awareness of and investment in the biosecurity area.  This is one area that could drastically 
affect our primary producers, and we should be ever vigilant.  The Department of Agriculture and Food and the 
state government should be far more active in the area of gene technology.  This technology is the way for 
agriculture to maintain its competitive edge in world markets and ensure sustainability.  Some fantastic 
breakthroughs have occurred recently in the gene technology area, such as the development of the salt-tolerant 
wheat variety.  It is a fantastic innovation, and we have great scientists who need to be encouraged.  Dryland 
salinity is another area with a devastating impact.  It is another area for which we need additional funding.  It is 
vitally important that we address the salt scourge that is devastating many of our rural areas.   

Research stations are strongly supported by the agricultural regions of the state, and industry in general.  There is 
a lot of nervousness among many producers, because they continually hear rumours about reviews.  That serves 
only to fuel speculation about the pending closure of research stations.  It is comforting that the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food is continuing to reassure us that research stations will remain.  I suggest that what we 
really need to do is vary our approach to how we utilise research stations.  We should look at private or 
community-government partnership options and explore how we can use those research stations for a variety of 
purposes.   

Funding for the Agriculture Protection Board is another area of concern.  The funding for the control of a variety 
of pests, weeds and feral animals was $2.7 million in 2004-05, $2.9 million in 2005-06, and $2.89 million in the 
2006-07 budget, which is the one that we are considering this week.  That is far below what would seem to be a 
real and genuine increase.  Therein lies a problem.   

I also need to draw to the attention of this house the severe problems with wild dogs in the pastoral region, 
particularly the goldfields region and around Wiluna.  Dingoes have decimated many pastoral flocks.  Up to 
80 per cent of the sheep flocks on some pastoral stations have been totally decimated, simply because wild 
dingoes have been running rampant.  This has occurred because of a change in approach by the government to 
the control of wild dogs.  This has, once again, occurred over successive governments, including a coalition 
government.  The $360 000 that has been allocated again this year is a paltry sum compared with the devastating 
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losses that have been suffered by some pastoralists in the goldfields.  We need an increase in that funding.  That 
is not a tick for the government.  It is a cross.  I cannot emphasise enough the need for that funding. 

You would be well aware of the problem in that area, Mr Speaker, because I have had a brief discussion with 
you on this matter.  In my view, the changing dynamics in the pastoral industry are adding to some of the 
problems in the control of pests, weeds and feral animals, particularly wild dogs, because mining companies now 
own many of the pastoral properties in this state, and obviously they are not taking as severe an approach to wild 
dogs as independent owners and leaseholders would take.  Also, many of these properties are on land controlled 
by the Department of Conservation and Land Management.  Obviously, funds are not available to allow CALM 
to put sufficient effort into this area.  We need a change of direction in that area.  We need to capitalise on the 
capacity of private landowners and leaseholders, and utilise that for the taxpayer to the best extent possible so 
that we minimise the cost to the government and achieve a good outcome in the control of pests, weeds and feral 
animals. 

I am pleased that the health budget includes the final allocation of moneys to complete the Moora District 
Hospital.  It also includes an allocation for a project that is outside my electorate; that is, in the Perenjori-
Morawa area, which is not far from where my family and I used to farm.  It is good to see a substantial 
investment in that new hospital project, and I commend the government for it.   

What we really need in the area of health is more assistance from the government for aged care facilities in small 
rural towns.  It is principally a federal issue, but local government plays a role in aged care facilities.  The Shire 
of Moora has been involved in aged care facilities in the Moora town site.  As a state, we need to invest 
substantial funds in aged care facilities.  Elderly people should be kept in not only their homes but also their 
towns for as long as possible.  They should be kept in the community in which they have lived all their life 
instead of being relocated and then suffering because of the disruption that relocation creates.  The cost 
effectiveness of doing this is an obvious advantage to the state.   

While on the issue of health, I will take the opportunity to talk about Alzheimer’s disease.  Mr Speaker, you and 
those members present in the house will recall that recently I wrote to them seeking a bipartisan, apolitical 
approach to raise the profile of Alzheimer’s disease.  It is timely that several members will attend a briefing by 
Professor Ralph Martins on Alzheimer’s disease at Parliament House at 9.30 am tomorrow.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Will you accept my apologies for that? 

Mr G. SNOOK:  I have noted that.   

In Western Australia, currently 20 000 people suffer from Alzheimer’s disease, or dementia.  In Australia, nearly 
200 000 people suffer from Alzheimer’s disease.  It has been projected that by 2051, 500 000 Australians will 
suffer from Alzheimer’s disease.  By 2051, 175 000 sufferers of Alzheimer’s disease will be diagnosed annually.  
These are amazing and frightening figures.  Currently, the economic cost as a percentage of total gross domestic 
product is about one per cent.  By 2051, the economic cost will be approaching 3.5 per cent of GDP.  These are 
reputable figures that have come from various research documents.  In dollar terms, the cost of the disease is 
currently $3.2 billion a year and the total cost to the community, which includes the range of costs associated 
with it, is $6.6 billion.  Within a short time, disability dementia will be the major cause of disability within 
Australia.  I encourage members to lend their bipartisan, apolitical support to the initiative that I am trying to get 
up and running.  I will be staying as far away as is possible from the press on this issue.   

In summary, there are a range of issues that I would love to address, but I will summarise them briefly.  In my 
view, as I said at the outset, this budget concentrates far too much capital investment in public services that 
return nothing to a growing economy.  We should be investing in infrastructure that actually contributes to and 
grows with the future of our economy.  That is what this budget is missing.  We need a greater focus on 
investing in the lifeblood drivers of the economy; that is, the rural, remote and regional areas of Western 
Australia.   

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House). 

House adjourned at 10.29 pm 

__________ 
 


